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“The Promise Fulfilled” / Isaiah 61:10-62:3 / Galatians 4:1-7  

If you are an Associate Pastor, or a Seminary student, you are probably filling a pulpit either this Sunday, 
or next Sunday.  In many circles, the Sunday after Christmas (and after Easter) is called “Low Sunday.”  
Most think it gets this name because attendance goes down – it’s low! For many of us, there is a bit of a 
letdown the Sunday after Christmas. I first noticed it when Joyce gave me the bulletin – no special Advent 
bulletin covers – back to normal! The decorations are being taken down, all the relatives have gone home, 
and our houses are quiet once again.   

But if we turn to our lectionary passages for this week, there is cause for joyous celebration and 
exultation!  Both the passage from the prophet Isaiah, and Paul’s letter to the church at Galatia are full of 
encouragement and joy – there is nothing “low” about what they have to say.   

Isaiah 61:10 - 62:3: I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has 
clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a 
bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.  11 For as the earth 
brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause 
righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations. 62:1-3: For Zion's sake I will not keep silent, 
and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest, until her vindication shines out like the dawn, and her salvation 
like a burning torch.  2 The nations shall see your vindication, and all the kings your glory; and you shall 
be called by a new name that the mouth of the LORD will give.  3 You shall be a crown of beauty in the 
hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.   

Did you have a nice Christmas?  Was it so nice that you want to greatly rejoice? Look at what the prophet 
has to say to us – I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my God. And why?  
Because he has clothed us in garments of salvation. My friends, there is nothing to be “low” about – 
because of Christ, we are clothed in garments of salvation – salvation! Not only that, we are covered in 
the robe of righteousness – and this robe can only be compared to how a bridegroom decks himself with a 
garland, or a bride adorned with jewels. Salvation in Christ, righteousness in Christ, is like a wedding, a 
most joyful occasion. What a promise we have received from the prophet!  

Which brings us to our next point – I heard once in a Sunday school class – what if the apostle Paul had 
said, “My religion is a personal matter; I would rather not talk about it…” And what about our friend 
Isaiah?  I will not keep silent!  I will not rest, until her vindication shines out like the dawn, and her 
salvation like a burning torch. Speaking personally, this is a lesson for me, but it is also for you. Pastors 
are supposed to not keep silent, but what about you folks out there in the pews? We are all commanded 
not to keep silent, and we all are commanded not to rest. Again, nothing “low” about this passage, is 
there?  

And what does this passage tell us? We shall be given a new name. These past few weeks, as we moved 
thru Advent, the angel told Zechariah to name his son John, and the angel told Joseph to name the baby 
Jesus. Naming a child, as many of us know, is a monumental experience, a privilege given to the parents, 
with (obviously) life-long implications. In many ways, it is quite intimate. And what about us?  We shall 
be given a new name!    

My friends, the power and the promise from the prophet is not just about Christmas – the Messiah has 
been born, and it is so wonderful we should not be able to contain ourselves. Because of Christ, we are 
ready / we are righteous / we are named. Nothing “low” about that, is there? 
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Now, let’s turn to what Paul has to say about the arrival, the life, the work, and the sacrifice of Christ, the 
one whose birth we celebrated just a few days ago – again, no reason to let down at all!   

Galatians 4:1-7: My point is this: heirs, as long as they are minors, are no better than slaves, though they 
are the owners of all the property; 2 but they remain under guardians and trustees until the date set by the 
father.  3 So with us; while we were minors, we were enslaved to the elemental spirits of the world.  4 But 
when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law,  5 in order to 
redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children.  6 And because you 
are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!"  7 So you are no 
longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God.    

In this passage, Paul is using a well-known metaphor to his readers. In Jewish society, a boy became a 
man on the Sabbath after his 12th birthday; in Greek society, this occurred on his 18th birthday; under 
Roman law, this was not fixed – it was between 14 and 18 years old; in our society, the legal voting age is 
18, but in many states, a person cannot drink alcohol until he or she is 21.   

Paul is telling the Galatians that, while they were still minors, still like slaves, they were under the law. 
Anything they knew was basic, and they needed to keep to their ABC’s – that ‘s what it says. Now Paul 
uses an expression that is utterly amazing – “In the fullness of time…” He uses this expression here and in 
Ephesians 1:10 – essentially, it means “When the appointed period of history was full, God sent his Son!” 
Paul believed that the eternal God had an agenda, and a timetable! God had a time for everything, and 
everything happens on time!   

For us, this is crucial.  We often like to say to ourselves, when things are going OK, that God is in charge, 
he knows how things will turn out, etc. But if we consider our own lives as being part of God’s “full 
time,” it puts a different light on things, doesn’t it? According to God, Jesus was not an afterthought – he 
came “in the fullness of time.”  

And why did God send his son, born of a woman? Another comment – nowhere does Paul actually 
discuss or affirm the virgin birth, but in this case, he talks about the eternal nature of Christ (in the 
fullness of time…), yet Jesus was born of a woman. This points to the full divinity (fullness of time) and 
the full humanity of Christ.   

God sent his son in order to redeem those born under the law, so that we might receive adoption as 
children. Notice that we have received adoption as children. Certainly, when we are conceived by our 
parents, we don’t have much input, do we? Likewise, we receive adoption as God’s children. Paul uses 
this metaphor, this fact, elsewhere – because of Christ, we are God’s children – we can call God our 
Father – a most amazing thing.   

And speaking of amazing, because we are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, 
crying, “Abba, Father!” Yes, Jim, that’s very interesting – I need to take that under consideration; I need 
to think about that.   

OR DO YOU NEED TO SHOUT IT FROM THE ROOFTOPS? A few years ago, Caroline and I attended 
an adoption with one of the families from my former church. It was very moving. The little boy was 
rather lively most of the time, but when we entered the judge’s chambers, he knew something was rather 
serious, and he became very still. The judge asked a few questions, looked at some paperwork, and after 
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signing some things and stamping some things, the little boy became a member of this family. His parents 
wanted to shout for joy!  

My friends, time was full, God sent his Son, and we received adoption as children of God. And God’s 
Spirit is now in our hearts, and like Jesus, we call God “Abba, Father!” Ready to shout? Can you even 
keep still?  Will you keep doing so without rest?  

We are no longer slaves, slaves to sin, and slaves to the law. Because of Christ, sent by God in the 
fullness of time, we are now children of God. And if we are children, we are heirs, heirs to the wonderful 
inheritance that comes thru Christ. We have received the promise, the inheritance, that is eternal joy and 
eternal life in and thru Christ.   

So now that Christmas is over, still feeling low? Or are you ready to greatly rejoice? Ready to exult in the 
LORD?   

Look at us!   

 

We are clothed in garments of salvation! 

 

We have on robes of righteousness! 

 

We are like a groom decked with a garland, or a bride adorned with jewels  

My friends, time was full, and God sent his son.   

There is nothing to be “low” about – the Promise has been fulfilled.          


