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“The Promise Received” / Luke 1:26-38  

Our theme this Advent season is the promise of the Messiah, given to us by God, through the prophets. 
Last week, we heard the nation of Israel, over 700 years before Jesus’ birth, crying out in anticipation of 
the long-awaited Messiah. The prophet Isaiah, during this time of despair, passed along the promise from 
God.  This week, the second Sunday in Advent, we have the arrival of the angel, telling a young girl from 
a small town of her role in God’s plan.   

We are reading from Luke’s gospel this morning. As you know, Luke is the author of both his gospel and 
the Book of Acts.  In both books, he has an introduction with the point that he spent quite a bit of time 
doing research into Jesus’ life. I read that one can only imagine him, many years after the death of Christ, 
going to Jerusalem to interview Jesus’ mother, Mary. Mary presumably told Luke of her experience of the 
visit from the angel Gabriel – let’s hear Luke’s account:   

Luke 1:26-38: In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth,  
27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was 
Mary.  28 And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you."  29 But she was 
much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.  30 The angel said to her, 
"Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.  31 And now, you will conceive in your 
womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus.  32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the 
Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David.  33 He will reign over the 
house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end."  34 Mary said to the angel, "How can 
this be, since I am a virgin?"  35 The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called 
Son of God.  36 And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the 
sixth month for her who was said to be barren.  37 For nothing will be impossible with God."  38 Then 
Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word." Then the angel 
departed from her.  

We all know this story, but it is full of amazing things, including several prophecies:    

First, the town is Nazareth.  Remember Jesus was born in Bethlehem, fulfilling Micah 5:2, but after 
Joseph took Mary and Jesus to Egypt to escape Herod (Hosea 11:1, “Out of Egypt I have called my 
son…”), they returned to Nazareth to live – Jesus was raised there. It’s not in the Old Testament, but 
Matthew tells us this is a fulfillment of prophecy: Matthew 2:23: There he made his home in a town called 
Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, "He will be called a 
Nazorean."  

Mary is a virgin: Isaiah 7:14: Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is 
with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel.   

He will occupy the throne of David (2 Samuel 7:13-16).   

Mary is betrothed to Joseph, who is from the house of David: Scripture is full of the promise of David’s 
kingdom having no end – every Jew knew the Messiah would be a descended from the line of David, the 
greatest King Israel ever knew.   

Jesus will be the Son of God (Ps. 2:7)  
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The birth of the child will be effected by the overshadowing descent of the Holy Spirit (Exodus 40:35; 1 
Kings 8:10; Haggai 2:6-9).   

But she was much perplexed by his words, and wondered what sort of greeting this might be. I love this – 
indeed, the Greek is perplexed or confused… Let me tell you something – if you ever hear someone say 
they were visited by an angel, and if they are speaking calmly about it, don’t believe them!  To my 
recollection, whenever an ANGEL appears to someone in Scripture, the folks are at the very lease 
perplexed, if not completely terrified! I know God sends angels who are disguised as humans, but this was 
a real angel!  

The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.  31 And now, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus.  32 He will be great, and will be 
called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David.  33 

He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end."  

And what does Mary say? I am reminded of Bill Cosby’s depiction of the conversation between God and 
Noah – “Yeah, right, God!” I suppose once I regained consciousness, I might gather my senses and ask a 
question like she did.   

“How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel explains to her what will happen, with some additional 
evidence to back it up: “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your 
relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said 
to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.”  

And her response?  “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.”  And 
the angel departed from her. To be certain, no one, either before Mary, or since, has ever been presented 
with this type of promise. But if we consider our own lives, how many of us have had dramatic messages 
from God, and has our response been so gracious and obedient?  

I recall sitting in the pew at Memorial Park Church in Allison Park Pennsylvania, June 2001, when I 
received the message from God to attend Seminary. Did I say silently, “Here am I, the servant of the 
Lord; let it be with me according to your word”? No, I said NO!  When I came out of church and told 
Caroline, did she say the same thing?  (I have to go to Seminary…)  She said, “What???”   

Another way to look at this event, from Mary’s point-of-view, and perhaps our own point of view: 

 

Fear  

 

Perplexity – how can this be? 

 

A message that speaks to the person’s insufficiency, and the promise of grace 

 

Obedience   

Here is an unknown person, in an otherwise unknown town, and God chooses her to carry his son! How 
could we make this up?  If the Messiah, the Son of God, were invented by us, would we choose such a 
candidate to be the earthly mother? My friends, this is history, and it’s true – there is no other explanation.  

Here is a great quote: “As the final word of assurance, Gabriel recalls the creed behind all creeds, the very 
words spoken to Abraham and Sarah when they doubted the word that they were to have a child: ‘For 
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with God nothing will be impossible’” (v. 37; Gen 18:14). Mary bows in humble obedience to the word of 
God.   

Before I close, let’s spend only a very few minutes on one of the Fundamentals of the Faith, the Virgin 
Birth – the Virgin Birth is one of several mysteries in Scripture. And just what is a mystery?   Here is 
something I read:   

“In Scripture a mystery may be a fact which, when revealed, we cannot understand in detail, though we 
can know it, and act upon it…It is a thing to be known only when revealed….[further,] in the presence of 
such a holy miracle, [such as the Virgin Birth,] there can be no fitting attitude of the human intellect 
[except] acceptance of the truth, without any attempt to explain the absolute mystery.  With this in mind,   

 

We should seek to believe rather than reason 

 

Adore rather than explain 

 

Give thanks rather than penetrate 

 

Love rather than know 

 

Humble ourselves rather than speak   

In this most important time of year, why should the Virgin Birth be important? The virgin birth is 
important because:  

 

The doctrine of Scripture – if Scripture errs here, then why should we trust its claim to other 
events, such as the resurrection? 

 

The deity of Christ – while we cannot say dogmatically that God could enter the world only 
through a virgin birth, surely the incarnation is a supernatural event if it is anything.  To eliminate 
the supernatural from this event is inevitably to compromise the divine dimension of it. 

 

The humanity of Christ – this became very important to Ignatius and the second century Fathers – 
Jesus was indeed born, became human, and became one of us. 

 

The sinlessness of Christ – if he was born to two human parents, it is very difficult to conceive 
how he could have been exempted from the guilt of Adam’s sin and become a new head of the 
human race.  (And this sinless nature is vital to our salvation!) 

 

The nature of grace – The birth of Christ, in which the initiative and power are all of God, is an 
apt picture of God’s saving grace in general of which it is a part.  It teaches us that salvation is 
God’s act, not our human effort.  

Do you believe this? If you are too sophisticated or erudite, maybe you should not stand up each time we 
recite the Apostle’s Creed or the Nicene Creed. This is impossible!  And what does the angel say in 
response?  “Nothing will be impossible with God.”   

And what should our response be? “Let it be with me according to your word.” 


