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“The Shepherd King” / Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-27 / Ephesians 1:15-23  

Do you have your New Year’s preparations done?  That’s right, next week is the first Sunday in the 
Christian calendar.  It’s the first Sunday in Advent, and we go from Lectionary Year A to B.  But what 
about this Sunday?  Anything special? Besides the liturgy team, what is today?   

Today is Christ the King Sunday – it’s always the last Sunday in the liturgical year.  On Christ the King 
Sunday, Christians recognize and worship Christ as king of heaven and earth for all time without 
challenge and without end.  Jesus is referenced as King many times in Scripture: 

 

King Eternal (1 Timothy 1:17) 

 

King of Israel (John 1:49) 

 

King of the Jews (Mt. 27:11) 

 

King of kings (1 Tim 6:15; Rev. 19:16) 

 

King of the Ages (Rev. 15:3) 

 

Ruler of the Kings of the Earth (Rev. 1:5)  

And what about the shepherd king? That is, after all, my sermon title for today.  As we all know, the 
shepherd metaphor is found throughout scripture.  Who was the first shepherd?  Abel, killed by Cain, 
tiller of the ground.  Abraham had sheep.  During his exile, Moses was a shepherd.  To fulfill parts of the 
law, the Israelites were required to sacrifice a sheep without blemish.    

David was a shepherd.  When Saul was to choose the one to be anointed as King, David’s father brought 
all of David’s brothers, but he didn’t even bring him out, since he was tending the sheep.  We can imagine 
David sitting by his flock, perhaps writing the 23rd Psalm.    

At Christmas, the angels appeared first to the shepherds.  There are several statements from Jesus in 
Scripture about shepherds and sheep:    

Matthew 9:36: When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and 
helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.  
Matthew 18:12-13: What do you think? If a shepherd has a hundred sheep, and one of them has gone 
astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the one that went astray?  13 

And if he finds it, truly I tell you, he rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that never went astray.  

As I have reminded you before, before we get too romantic about God as shepherd, that means we are the 
sheep, and sheep are not exactly at the top of the animal kingdom…   

I am preaching from the lectionary for this week – two amazing passages, one from the prophet Ezekiel 
and the other from Paul’s letter to the church at Ephesus.  Of all the prophets, Ezekiel may have been the 
strangest.  His writings are equally bizarre, and have been the source of controversy and conversation 
throughout the centuries.  To say the least, Ezekiel known for his passion.   

He became a prophet in 593 BC, a few years before Jerusalem captured.  The effect of the exile was 
traumatic!  The Lord had failed! In ancient times, if a nation was successful, it was believed that their god 
was favorable to them.  On the other hand, if they were defeated in battle, it was because their god had 
abandoned them.  In Israel’s case, it was as if all the glorious promises of David’s dynasty had proved 
false.  For them, nothing lay ahead but slavery.  A well-known Psalm, written in the exile says, “How 
could we sing the Lord’s song in a foreign land?” 
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But during the exile, Ezekiel’s message is one reconciliation, restoration, and hope.  Listen to the passage, 
written almost 1,000 years before Christ’s birth.    

Ezekiel 34:11-16: For thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them 
out.  12 As shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out 
my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been scattered on a day of clouds and 
thick darkness.  13 I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will 
bring them into their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and 
in all the inhabited parts of the land.  14 I will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of 
Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich 
pasture on the mountains of Israel.  15 I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie 
down, says the Lord GOD.  16 I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the 
injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with 
justice.  

This is absolutely awesome, and it is as fresh and new for us today as it was over 2,500 years ago.  As I 
mentioned, this was written during the exile, when Jerusalem and the Temple were destroyed, and the best 
and brightest of the entire nation were carried off to Babylon.  In their darkness and despair, the prophet 
who just a few years earlier warned of their destruction, now preached a message of hope.    

God himself is the faithful shepherd.  The Lord himself will search for his flock, gather it from the 
dispersion, lead it to good pasture, and sift it by the destruction of the bad sheep. Not only does the 
shepherd seek, rescue, and return his people, he also will offer them encouragement. He takes over 
responsibility for their care. What an amazing word of hope and promise!   

Let’s continue, moving down to verses 20-27:    

Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the lean sheep.  
21 Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals with your horns until 
you scattered them far and wide, 22 I will save my flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will 
judge between sheep and sheep.  23 I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall 
feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd.  24 And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my 
servant David shall be prince among them; I, the LORD, have spoken.  25 I will make with them a 
covenant of peace and banish wild animals from the land, so that they may live in the wild and sleep in 
the woods securely.  26 I will make them and the region around my hill a blessing; and I will send down 
the showers in their season; they shall be showers of blessing.  27 The trees of the field shall yield their 
fruit, and the earth shall yield its increase. They shall be secure on their soil; and they shall know that I am 
the LORD, when I break the bars of their yoke, and save them from the hands of those who enslaved 
them.  

And what does God promise to do? He will save his flock – they shall no longer be ravaged. He will set 
up one shepherd over the flock, David, and he shall feed them and care for them. Remember – everyone 
knew David’s story, about how he was a mere shepherd boy who became King of Israel. God promises to 
make a covenant of peace with these ravaged, hopeless, dispersed peoples. Wild animals shall be 
banished, so the flock can be at peace. The hills and valleys shall be fruitful.    

To summarize, there are three important aspects to this prophecy:   

 

The Lord will liberate his people from the hand of the bad shepherds, and he himself will feed his 
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flock 

 
He will gather them from the dispersion, bring it back to the land of Israel, and feed it there 

 
He will raise up the future David for a shepherd, and under his care he will bestow upon his people 
the promised covenant blessings in the richest measure   

We need to be reminded that for almost 1,000 years, this promise from Ezekiel was on the hearts and 
minds of the Israelites.  So when Jesus came on the scene, he created quite a commotion with his 
statements about being the good shepherd.    

In my preparation for this sermon, I came across this:  
“In John 10:14 Jesus declared, "I am the good shepherd." In addition to describing the pastoral 
aspects of his ministry, it certainly appears that he had Ezekiel 34 in mind. [Jesus] was 
declaring…that he was the true and righteous Shepherd of whom Ezekiel spoke – the Messiah. He 
would lay down his life for the sheep.  Israel could rejoice; for though she had experienced the 
cruel and incompetent leadership of recent rulers, she now was assured that God would provide 
perfect leadership through the Good Shepherd, the Messiah, who would care for her as a shepherd 
should. There was hope!”   

Now, we all know how things turned out for the exiles.  After a generation, they returned to Jerusalem, 
and rebuilt the Temple.  Some 900 years later, a young peasant woman, nearly abandoned by her husband,  
gave birth in a stable in a small town, fulfilling the prophecies given by Ezekiel, Isaiah, Jeremiah, and the 
others, named and unnamed. This poor son of a carpenter was God’s only Son, the anointed one, the 
prophesied Messiah, from the house of David.   

Fifty years after this poor son of a carpenter is born, and twenty-odd years after his death on a cross, a 
passionate former Rabbi named Paul, rotting in a Roman prison, writes a letter to a young congregation in 
Ephesus. In an act of God’s providence, his words were preserved for us.    

I am going to move these words in sections:   

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason 
I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers.  Here he is, rotting in a 
Roman prison, and what is he doing?  Feeling sorry for himself? No, he is giving thanks for their faith, 
and for their love for one another. This is an admonition for any pastor frustrated with the progress he or 
she is making.   

I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom 
and revelation as you come to know him… The Greek is sophia, which means the deep things of God.  
How do we get to know God better?  By thinking more about him.  It’s always interesting – if we haven’t 
known someone all our lives, isn’t it great to hear stories from before we knew that person, so we can 
know them better?  We need to hear about God, and think about God, so our wisdom of God will be 
deepened.    

By the way, notice the word revelation – this means a miracle has occurred – anytime the mysteries of 
God are given to us, it’s revelation, and it’s a miracle. My friends, if I may make a shameless plug, as 
good as my sermons might be, you need to be in study, as often as you can.      
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…so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has 
called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the 
immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great 
power.  WOW!  What a prayer for this young struggling church. Every pastor, every hour, should be 
praying this prayer for his flock.    

God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right 
hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above 
every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come.  

Who put this power to work in Christ? God! Notice also it says, “…when he raised him from the 
dead…”Jesus was dead, in the tomb, forsaken by God, and it was God who did the raising. And where is 
he now?   

Seated on God’s right hand, far above all rule and authority, and power and dominion, above every 
name, not only now, but for all eternity.  The one prophesied nearly 1,000 years earlier, the promise 
fulfilled, the anointed one, the king.  This is Jesus – Christ the King.   

Now our final two verses:  Someone wrote, “Few passages in the NT can be called more daring than this 
one.”   

And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, 
which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.  Everything is under Christ’s feet – Christ is 
the King.  Christ is the head over all things for the church, which is his body.   

How do we feel about that?  Take a moment and ponder this piece of Scripture – Christ, God himself, is 
the head, and we are the body! Ready to handle this?  

Don’t worry, we can do it – Christ is the head, isn’t he?    

Next week, we begin the new Church year – the season of Advent. Advent is the season of waiting, of 
anticipation. Let us begin the preparations, not just to celebrate the child’s birth, but let us prepare for his 
return. We all do our shopping early, why not prepare for his coming the same way?  

Christ is the king – in all, above all, over all.  Let this Advent be one of joyful anticipation of the King’s 
arrival. 


