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“Settling the Accounts” / Matthew 25:14-30  

In a few minutes, we will stand and recite the Apostle’s Creed.  I will begin by saying, “Let us stand 
and say what we believe.” One of the Five Fundamentals of the Faith is the fact that we all believe that 
one day, Christ “will come to judge the quick and the dead.” The notion of Christ coming in judgment 
is well known throughout the New Testament, and Christian theology.  One day, whether we are alive 
or dead, we will be required to give an account of our life here on earth. So what is that like?  By golly, 
it’s in today’s reading!   

Let’s see what it will be like when the Master returns and we are asked to settle the accounts:   

Matthew 25:14-30: 14 "For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his 
property to them;  15 to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his 
ability. Then he went away.  16 The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded 
with them, and made five more talents.  17 In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two 
more talents.  18 But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and 
hid his master's money.  19 After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with 
them.  20 Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, 
saying, 'Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.'  21 His master 
said to him, 'Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will 
put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.'  22 And the one with the two talents 
also came forward, saying, 'Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more 
talents.'  23 His master said to him, 'Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy 
in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.'  24 Then the 
one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, 'Master, I knew that you were a harsh 
man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed;  25 so I was afraid, 
and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.'  26 But his master replied, 
'You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I 
did not scatter?  27 Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I 
would have received what was my own with interest.  28 So take the talent from him, and give it to the 
one with the ten talents.  29 For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an 
abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away.  30 As for this 
worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'  

This is the well-known parable of the talents.  The talent has been variously described, but this parable 
is about MONEY.  Some preachers (and some listeners) have sidestepped the money issue by taking 
the word talent and telling folks that if we work for the church, we don’t have to give any money. 
Sorry folks, the talent was a unit of money, and it was a big one.  Remember the parable of the workers 
in the field? They were each paid one denarius – a day’s wage. A talent was worth about 10,000 
denarii – a lifetime’s wages. One slave was given five talents – five lifetimes wages. The other two 
talents, the third one talent.   

What are we to make of this? First, we are slaves, and it is the Master who gives the talents. When we 
are called into the meeting, slaves that we are, we have nothing. It’s his, and he gives it to us. And as 
we will see, we will have to give an account when he comes back. And we all agree and believe he is 
returning, isn’t he?    
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Notice that the three slaves were given different amounts, “to each according to his ability.” Not 
everyone can be Bill Gates. But even though we might be the one given one talent, it’s still a life’s 
earnings! Look at things another way – the Lord has confidence in us, doesn’t he?  He is going away 
on a journey, and he trusts us with his wealth. But a final reminder – even though we have been given 
much, we are still slaves.   

So what happens after he leaves? The first one goes off at once and makes five more talents! The other 
does the same – he doubles his gift. They don’t wait around waiting for some message or sign, they go 
to work! We are not called to wait; we are called to get out there! What it the Great Commission?  “All 
authority on heaven and earth has been given to me.  Therefore, go…” My friends, whatever God calls 
us to do with what we have been given, we are to go at once – we are not to sit and ponder.    

But what about the third slave?  He dug a hole and hid his money – is that such a bad thing?  Well, 
let’s see.   

After a long time, the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. The other good 
reason for going off immediately and doing something with the money is we don’t know when the 
master will return! There should be no “Well, he won’t be back for some time, I might as well sit on 
this money.” There will be time enough tomorrow…   

The first two slaves have doubled their money – the one given five turned them into ten, and the one 
given two returned four. And the master’s reaction? In both cases, the master responds, “Well done, 
good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of 
many things; enter into the joy of your master.” It’s not the amount we return to God, it’s the fact that 
we go out and do something that causes a return. And both slaves “entered into the joy of the master.”  

But what about the third slave who dug the hole and buried his money? First, in typical human fashion, 
he makes excuses! Gosh, ever come across that before? “Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, 
reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I 
went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.”  

What are we to make of this? There have been several meanings suggested, but no one thinks that the 
God we worship is hard, reaping where he does not sow, nor does our God gather where he does not 
scatter. Most suggest the slave didn’t have much confidence, and he was afraid of failure – so he did 
nothing. Why was the slave afraid? 

  

Gee, I don’t know, what if we fail?   

 

What if the money I send to this mission is misused?   

 

Why does anything around here need to change?  I like things just the way they are  

 

I have already given my share, let someone else do the work 

 

That sure is a lot of money!  Maybe we should think twice about this…  

 

I really hate to take a risk – maybe it would be safer if I just…  

 

What if it doesn’t work – do you suppose God will be angry?   

 

The amount I have is so small, I can’t make much of an impact anyhow – I am not really that 
important – let those who have more money do the investing 

 

I might run out of money!   
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My friends, when we say any of these things, it’s the same as taking our money and burying it in the 
ground. What we do with the gifts we are given tells others what we think of God. The Lord is very 
generous in what he gives us, but he will eventually return and ask us what we did with it! Are we 
doing our duty to God by doing nothing?    

How does the master’s response to this third slave compare?  “You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, 
did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter?  27 Then you ought to have 
invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with 
interest.  28 So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents.  29 For to all those 
who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, 
even what they have will be taken away.  30 As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer 
darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”   

I am not telling you that you will go to hell if you don’t double your money in God’s kingdom 
But this parable does tell us a few things. We are slaves, and everything we have belongs to the master. 
We are responsible for the master’s money while he is away. We should get to work right away. We 
should be willing to work, and take risks, and we will be rewarded if we show a return. When the 
master returns, we will need to give an account of what we did with his money.   

And what if we are afraid to take a risk? What if we are afraid of the master? We will be in big trouble 
on the day of the master’s return.   

So, where are we with all this? In a few minutes, we are bringing our 2009 commitment cards up front. 
As a loving body, as a community, we all come forward to make our offering, to make a statement, 
about what we are deciding  to do with the money the master has left us while he is away.   

We are in a time of transition in the life of our church. We will need to make some decisions about the 
building, our programs, what staff (if any) we need to have, and (of course) what we need in our new 
pastor. Are we going to be afraid of the master, and simply bury our funds in the ground? How do we 
feel about taking a risk with the money the master has entrusted to us? I pray that each one of you will 
be willing, as the first two slaves did, to “go off at once.” Don’t be afraid of the master – don’t bury 
your money in the ground.   

Do we want things to stay the same, or do we want to share in the master’s joy?  You decide…   


