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“Ready to Go” / Matthew 25:1-13; 1 Thessalonians 4: 13-18  

So, when was it, 11:01 on Tuesday night?  When did they predict the winner?  At 11:01, Charles Gibson 
on ABC predicted that Barack Obama had won the election.  Was ABC first? How did they know, since 
the California polls had just closed 1 minute earlier?  And how did the networks avoid the mess in 2000?  

What is it about us, that we like to predict things? If you are a fan, you often ask what the line is on a 
particular football game.  Do you suppose the Bengals will go 8-8?  What is the weather going to be this 
afternoon?  Who is our new President-elect going to name as his Cabinet? What type of stimulus package 
will there be? When will Calvin get an Installed pastor?  

How about this one?  When is Christ coming again?  What will it be like?  We are continuing thru the 
lectionary, and Jesus and Paul have some important words for us about these very things. Jesus is in the 
Temple, and he is moving thru some very familiar parables. He opens each one with “The Kingdom of 
Heaven will be like…” Needless to say, this should get our attention – who would be more credible to 
talk about the Kingdom of Heaven than someone who had come from there, and was going back!  

Let’s look to our first reading this morning, Matthew 25:1-13: "Then the kingdom of heaven will be 
like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom.  2 Five of them were foolish, 
and five were wise.  3 When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; 4 but the wise took 
flasks of oil with their lamps.  5 As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept.  6 

But at midnight there was a shout, 'Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.'  7 Then all 
those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps.  8 The foolish said to the wise, 'Give us some of your 
oil, for our lamps are going out.'  9 But the wise replied, 'No! There will not be enough for you and for us; 
you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.'  10 And while they went to buy it, the 
bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was 
shut.  11 Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, 'Lord, lord, open to us.'  12 But he replied, 'Truly I 
tell you, I do not know you.'  13 Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.  

Once again, we are at the feet of the Master, who was a master of the parable. As a reminder, a parable is 
a story which is familiar to us.  We are invited into a familiar situation, and suddenly, WHAM! We realize 
it’s about us.    

Just some comments on the history – when a couple married in Palestine, they did not go on a honeymoon 
– they stayed home for an open house. Before the wedding, the bridegroom with some close friends 
would leave home to go to the bride's home, where there were various ceremonies, followed by a 
procession through the streets – after nightfall – back to the groom’s home.  The groom often wanted to 
catch the bridal party napping, so he might come in the middle of the night.  It was a big event when the 
bridegroom arrived at the house to pick up the bride – the bride was surrounded by her bridesmaids.  The 
ten virgins might have been bridesmaids assisting the bride; they expect to meet the groom as he comes 
from the bride's house.  Everyone in the procession was expected to carry his or her own torch. Those 
without a torch would be assumed to be party crashers. The festivities, which might last several days, 
would formally get under way at the groom's house.  

In the parable, Jesus is the groom, and the bridesmaids are Christians waiting for his eventual arrival    

Who were the foolish? Who were the wise?  The wise ones were ready for any possible delay – they are 
wise because they are prepared. The foolish ones didn’t think about such things – they didn’t bring extra 
oil. All ten have been invited to the festivities, all ten have lamps, and all ten expect to meet the groom 
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when he arrives. All ten become drowsy and fall asleep. But only five are wise enough to be fully 
prepared for the groom’s arrival.   

But at midnight there was a shout, 'Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.'    

Let’s stop right there – we will return to our groom and the ten bridesmaids, but let’s turn to our other 
passage for today, Paul’s first letter to the church at Thessalonica. It is the earliest of Paul’s writings, 
probably early 40’s.  This letter was written before the gospels, before Romans, before Corinthians.   

The early Christians believed Jesus was going to return in their lifetimes, but when he didn’t they began 
to become concerned about those who had already died – what about them? It may even be likely they 
were being harassed and ridiculed by their pagan neighbors, who were sarcastically asking, “So, when is 
he going to get here?  Where is this so-called Messiah you’ve been worshipping?” Paul had probably 
received some sort of inquiry from the young church about this issue.   

Paul writes some well-known words to the new church, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18: But we do not want you 
to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do 
who have no hope.  14 For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God 
will bring with him those who have died.  15 For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we 
who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died.  
16 For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel's call and with the sound of God's 
trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  17 Then we who are alive, who 
are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be 
with the Lord forever.  18 Therefore encourage one another with these words.  

If a person has lived in Christ, even if that person is dead he or she is still in Christ and will rise in Christ.  
All who die in Christ remain in Christ. Look at verse 14: For since (not if) we believe that Jesus died and 
rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died.  In a few minutes we 
will stand and say what we believe – if we stand and say it, we believe it!   

Now, perhaps three of the most confusing, or problematic, or difficult, or discussed verses in the Bible, 1 
Thessalonians 4:15-17: For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are 
left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died.  16 For the Lord himself, 
with a cry of command, with the archangel's call and with the sound of God's trumpet, will descend from 
heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in 
the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever.  

Just what does this mean?  Many folks, including some of you, have asked me about this.  What if it’s 
another 10,000 years before Christ comes again?  Do we to lie in our graves until then? What about our 
spirits, do they ascend right away? Are the spirits there by themselves until our bodies show up?  When 
the dead rise, will they be ahead of us in line?  Do we have to wait in line for all of them to rise? 
What do we do with all these questions?   

First of all, the archangel will call, and God’s trumpet will sound.  My guess every person on earth, and 
all creation will recognize that sound.  Jesus will come, then the dead will rise. What will the dead look 
like as they rise?  Will we recognize them? Will they fly past us?  What will they be wearing? What about 
those who were turned to dust? How many more such questions could we ask?  
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Without making it too complicated, remember there is no time in heaven.  It is not a question of someone 
dying and going to heaven, arriving there, and a long-lost relative says, “Finally!  Where have you been!  
I’ve been waiting for years for you to arrive!”  It might be that in heaven, the 10,000 years will be like a 
twinkling of an eye.  Recall 1 Corinthians 15:51-52: Behold, I tell you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, 
but we shall all be changed, 52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet: for the trumpet 
shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.  

My friends, let us not get hung up on the details.  I have placed a small flower pot here on the pulpit.  We 
are the pot, God is the potter.  We can ask all the questions we want, and even suggest some answers, but 
we really don’t know!  We do know what Scripture says, but on the other hand, inspired as it is, we 
simply are not meant to know the details!  This is not a flight schedule for our trip to heaven. The point is 
this – those who have died will be reunited with Christ. Those of us who might be alive when he returns 
meet the Lord in the air, and we will be with him forever. And as it says in verse 18, comfort one another 
with these words.   

But at midnight there was a shout, 'Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.'  7 Then all 
those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps.  8 The foolish said to the wise, 'Give us some of your 
oil, for our lamps are going out.'  9 But the wise replied, 'No! There will not be enough for you and for us; 
you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.'  10 And while they went to buy it, the 
bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was 
shut.  11 Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, 'Lord, Lord, open to us.'  12 But he replied, 'Truly I 
tell you, I do not know you.'   

Do you think this is fair?  The ones with the extra oil refused to give any to the others – what do you 
think?  What would you do? Would it have been better for the groom to be met with ten unprepared 
bridesmaids?   

My friends, when Christ comes, you will be on your own. No one can help you then. I read one quote: “At 
the return and its judgment, do not depend upon others for salvation.” Let’s not talk about fairness, either.  
If anything is unfair, if there is anything we don’t deserve, it’s the grace of Christ. If anything is unfair, 
it’s the Son of God dying on the cross for us.  Billy Graham has said, “Thank heavens we don’t get what 
we deserve.” Let’s really consider what is fair and what is unfair.   

And, remember this as well – the gospel is not just about goodness and mercy, it’s about judgment. Who 
is delivering this parable? God himself! What were his opening words?  “Then the kingdom of heaven 
will be like this…”  

If you look to your bulletin, you will notice my sermon title is “Ready to Go.”  I originally wanted it to 
be, “Ready to Go?”  Are you ready to go?  Are you prepared to meet Jesus as he descends from heaven?  
Or, when the trumpet sounds, will you suddenly realize you’re not prepared?  The door might close in 
your face!   

My brothers and sisters, God himself has given us his Word.  We prayed before receiving it.  Ready to 
meet Christ? We have received the invitation to the wedding.  Let’s make certain our lamps are filled, and 
we are ready to meet him when he comes again. Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor 
the hour.   

Anyone here not ready?   


