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“What Really Matters” / 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 / Revelation 2:1-5  

I suppose if you are around long enough, you will get your fill of “last Sunday” sermons. I recall a few, 
some good, some not so good – the problem is they often become about the pastor, and not about 
Christ. The pastor wants to thank everyone, reminisce a bit, and before you know it, you have a speech 
normally heard at a testimonial dinner! Quite honestly, I cannot recall if I preached the last Sunday at 
my last church - after all, I was the Associate. It doesn’t matter – all I know is, I am here, and today is 
my last Sunday at Calvin.   

God has given me two passages this morning that speak perfectly to Calvin, and to me, for this time 
and this place:   

1 Corinthians 2:1-2: When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the mystery 
of God to you in lofty words or wisdom.  2 For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus 
Christ, and him crucified.   

For thousands of years, scholars have studied and been amazed at the rhetorical skills demonstrated by 
the apostle Paul. And yet here he is, writing to the young church at Corinth, “When I came to you, 
brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the mystery of God to you in lofty words or wisdom.” 
If Paul wasn’t capable of “lofty words or wisdom” what did he mean?  

When Paul was in Athens, he attempted to approach and meet the philosophers at their own game. And 
yet, this was the only place where he was not successful. Because he didn’t know his material? 
Because he was afraid of an argument? Because he was afraid to speak in front of groups? No, because 
he did not preach Christ crucified.   

Let me speak personally, if I may – I suspect that all of us, when we encounter a new situation, will 
gravitate to our old ways or our best techniques. In my case, I was guilty very early on of behaving like 
an “ordained MBA.” So what did I learn?  And what can I pass along to you?   

We should know and proclaim nothing else than Christ crucified. We have some very skilled folks in 
our midst, and among us, we can accomplish anything we set our minds to. But in spite of our 
tendency towards “lofty words and wisdom,” we need to know nothing else, and we need to proclaim 
nothing else, but Christ crucified.   

Verses 3-5: And I came to you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. My speech and my 
proclamation were not with plausible words of wisdom, but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of 
power, so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the power of God.  

Paul’s words are powerful for us today. Once we turn over our so-called “church work” to Christ, as 
Paul did, we begin to realize the actual power of God within us. Do you think God has done some 
work at 1177 W. Ohio Pike these past 52 years?   

What about the past 16 months? There have been acts of confession and forgiveness here. Four young 
persons confessed faith in Christ. Eleven others stood here and joined this community. Your leadership 
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prayed over some extremely difficult choices about money and decided, as one, to upgrade the 
building.   

Wait a minute – are you telling me a new roof has the same eternal consequences as someone 
professing faith in Christ? Check back when we get to heaven.   

There are two things here – our elected leaders, called out of this Body, deliberated and prayed over 
several months about how to spend the meager funds we have – God led them to invest in our building.  
Second, if one person comes to this building on a Sunday morning, and decides to stay and join us, 
eventually receiving Christ, what do you think?  

The point is this – among this community, even though we have gifts and skills galore, we need 
approach everything we do with fear and trembling. The same God who created the universe, the same 
God who parted the seas, the same God who raised Christ from the tomb, the same God who has 
promised each one of us eternal life – is at work here, in each of us.   

This is not a social club, we are the Body of Christ. As each one of us “works out our salvation” here at 
Calvin Church, let us remember who is really in charge.   

And let us be amazed  

To echo Paul’s words, let our works not depend upon “plausible words of wisdom, but with a 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that [our] faith might rest not on human wisdom but on 
the power of God.”  

My friends, I have been full and terror at least each and every Sunday, and most other days. I thank 
each and every one of you for your patience as I developed my homiletical skills.  I have a certain 
amount of administrative and leadership skills, what Paul might call “plausible words of wisdom.” But 
the only way we are to be successful (whatever that means), is for our works to rest on the power of 
God.   

As Calvin moves forward, remember Paul’s words – as you move into your next 50 years, your next 
150 years, your next 200 years, rest on the power of God – does that make you tremble?   

Let’s turn to our second reading for this morning, from the Revelation to John – the apostle John is 
living on the island of Patmos, at the end of the first century.  He receives a visit from Jesus himself, 
who proceeds to dictate seven letters to seven churches:   

Revelation 2:1-3: "To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: These are the words of him who holds 
the seven stars in his right hand, who walks among the seven golden lampstands:  2 "I know your 
works, your toil and your patient endurance. I know that you cannot tolerate evildoers; you have tested 
those who claim to be apostles but are not, and have found them to be false.  3 I also know that you are 
enduring patiently and bearing up for the sake of my name, and that you have not grown weary.   
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In Paul’s day, the church at Ephesus was booming. Sure, they had their differences, but things were 
going great. They had a great location, and great leaders. Paul was their pastor for several years, and 
things went very well.   

Jesus noticed as well – he knew about the church at Ephesus; he knew their works, their toil, and their 
patient endurance; he knew they did not tolerate evildoers; he knew they tested those who claimed to 
be apostles, showing them to be false; he knew they endured patiently, bearing up for the sake of 
Jesus’ name; he knew they did not grow weary.   

Does anyone know the status of the Ephesian church today? It’s a swamp! Why do you suppose this 
happened?   

Look at verse 4: But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the love you had at first.  They 
had abandoned the love they had at the beginning – they had forgotten their love for Christ.   

Let me read you something:   

On May 15, 1955, twenty adults and six children met in an upper room of the Amelia State 
Bank for the very first service of the Amelia/ Withamsville Presbyterians, as they were referred 
to then.  They had no minister, but a layman from the Mt. Washington Church preached 
regularly.  In those days, the schools were filled to overflowing, and the church had to find a 
new home at the end of the summer because the space was promised to the schools.  Their next 
(temporary) home was the Upper Clough Civic Club, but when the weather turned cold, they 
had to leave because they couldn’t keep the place warm. In October, 1955, the Rev. Mr. 
Schuler began a year of preaching. Their next temporary home was in a house in Amelia, where 
they worshiped from January 1956.  On September 22nd, 1957, a ceremony was held in the 
Amelia Methodist Church where the Presbytery of Cincinnati conferred a charter upon the 
brand new Calvin Presbyterian Church. We had fifty-five charter members. Among them were 
Joyce Elliot, Eileen Horvath Thomas and Kate Williams, who still worship with us regularly 
today.   

Think about the thousands of lives that have been touched in this very building these past 52 years.  
Over 2700 sermons have been preached, probably more, since there was a time when you had two 
services.  If we consider the mission trips and dollars that have been given over the years, the number 
of lives impacted by this Body numbers perhaps the hundreds of thousands!  

Calvin is just over a month shy of her 52nd birthday. What will be at 1177 West Ohio Pike in 2057? 
Will there be a swamp here? Will anyone remember what went on at this spot August 9, 2009? Will 
anyone care?  

I read in the Milford-Miami Advertiser about an event called “ShareFest.” A number of churches in 
Milford spent a weekend serving the community. One pastor said, “If our church disappeared 
tomorrow, would anyone in the community notice?”   

Strong words indeed – if Calvin went out of business tomorrow, would anyone in Amelia or Pierce 
Township notice? Would anyone care? 
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My friends, Jesus’ words convicted the church at Ephesus and convict us today. Today, I ask you – 
have you abandoned the love you had at first? Have you forgotten your love for Christ? Have you 
forgotten the reason Calvin was established in the first place?  

Look at verse 5: Remember then from what you have fallen; repent, and do the works you did at first. 
If not, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you repent.   

There were a multitude of things I did not accomplish these past 16 months, and for that, I apologize.   

But there are many things a pastor cannot do – the survival of Calvin Church is not just about 
leadership, it is about followership.    

Is Jesus Christ your Savior and Lord? Are you glad about that? Do you think this good news should be 
shared with others?  

My friends, don’t rely on lofty words or wisdom  

Let your actions and words be about Christ, and nothing else  

Calvin is not just a fellowship group  

Calvin is not just a group of friends getting together once a week  

We were, we are, and with God’s help, we will be the Body of Christ, the Bride of Christ, the gospel 
lived out here on earth, not only today, but tomorrow, and God willing, each day until Christ returns    

Remember then from what you have fallen; repent, and do the works you did at first  

This is what really matters…  


