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“Antiques Roadshow for Christians” / Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 / Romans 8:26-39  

Matthew 13:31-33:  He put before them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard 
seed that someone took and sowed in his field;  32 it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has 
grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests 
in its branches."  33 He told them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman 
took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened."  3  

Matthew 13:44-52:  "The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found 
and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.  45 "Again, the kingdom of 
heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls;  46 on finding one pearl of great value, he went and 
sold all that he had and bought it.  47 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into 
the sea and caught fish of every kind;  48 when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the 
good into baskets but threw out the bad.  49 So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out 
and separate the evil from the righteous  50 and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.  51 "Have you understood all this?" They answered, "Yes."  52 And he 
said to them, "Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the 
master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old." 

 

Romans 8:26-39: Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we 
ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words.  27 And God, who searches the 
heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the 
will of God.    

28 We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to 
his purpose.    

29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order 
that he might be the firstborn within a large family.  30 And those whom he predestined he also called; 
and those whom he called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified.    

31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us?  32 He who did not 
withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else?  
33 Who will bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies.  34 Who is to condemn? It is 
Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for 
us.  35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  36 As it is written, "For your sake we are being killed all day 
long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered."  37 No, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him who loved us.  38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers,  39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything 
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.    

THIS IS THE WORD OF THE LORD!  

 

I will come back to the Matthew passage later.  Our passage today from Romans is one of the most 
phenomenal and important in Scripture.  We could spend the rest of our lives in this text.  Let’s begin 
by looking at the first two verses – aside from the Lord’s Prayer, some of the most important verses 
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about prayer in the New Testament – even when we don’t know what to pray, the Holy Spirit prays for 
us!   And why don’t we know how to pray? Two reasons: We can’t see into the future!  We don’t know 
which outcome is best for us.  For example, many children want something their parents know is not 
good for them.  For years, my younger son Craig asked for a baby sister.  Obviously, that didn’t work 
out!    

There is another reason we don’t know how to pray.  I spoke about this last week – even when we are 
so overloaded, God knows what is on our heart, and the Spirit prays for us!  The NRSV speaks of 
“sighs,” but other translations use “groans.”  I suspect that many of us have groaned more than once.    

Let’s continue, verse 28: We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who 
are called according to his purpose.  This is a most difficult passage – I am sure that every one of us 
can recall at least one time in our lives when we would NOT have wanted to hear this verse – and yet 
it’s there!  What are we to do with it?  Are we to minimize or sugarcoat all the unfortunate things that 
have come our way?    

We know that all things work together for good.  First, perhaps a better translation is “In all things God 
works for the good of those who love him…”   First, we know that God works in our lives.  Second, 
God works for the good of his people.  Third, God works for our good in all things.  “All things” 
include the sufferings of verse 17, and the groanings of verse 23. One commentator wrote, “Thus all 
that is negative in this life is seen to have a positive purpose in the execution of God’s eternal plan.”  

Fourth, God works in all things for the good of those who love him – the key words here are “those 
who love him.” I won’t ask for a show of hands, but I am sure that everyone in this room loves God!  
That means that God is working in all things for the good of all of us.  Finally, those who love God are 
also described as those who have been called according to his purpose.  Life is not the random mess 
which it may sometimes appear.    

God is not always working for our comfort, but we know he is working for our supreme good  

Verses 29-30: For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his 
Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family.  30 And those whom he predestined he 
also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified.  
Paul names five stages of God’s saving purpose for us: foreknowledge, predestination, calling, 
justification, and glorification.    

First, a reference to those whom God foreknew.  This is not about Jeanne Dixon and her annual 
predictions at the supermarket counter.  This calling is further explained in terms of foreknowledge and 
predestination (v. 29). The former term does not indicate advance awareness or knowledge of 
someone; it refers to God's choice, his electing decision. God's calling is not a haphazard thing, nor is it 
something cold and formal.   

Foreknowledge is filled with the warmth of love, as in the Hebrew word "to know" (Gen 18:19; Amos 
3:2). The antecedent character of God's choice precludes any possibility of human merit as entering 
into the decision (cf. Eph 1:4). Observe also that we are called according to purpose, not according to 
foreknowledge, hence foreknowledge must be included in the electing purpose.  
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Second, those whom he foreknew, he also predestined to be conformed.  The verb predestined means 
“to decide upon beforehand.” Yes, a decision is involved, but it was decided upon by God before us! 
This is not to refute that we “decided for Christ” but that God decided for us beforehand!     

And to what are we to be conformed?  To the image of Christ, so we might be born into a large family.  
Recall last week Paul spoke of being adopted children, heirs to God. 

What do Presbyterians mean when they speak of predestination?   According to John Calvin, 
predestination is an act of God's will through which God elects or chooses those whom God calls to 
faith and thus to eternal life, and through which God chooses those who will not receive faith.  

Predestination is rooted in the Biblical images of God's calling a chosen people: the people of Israel 
and, through the work of Christ, the new Israel. Among the favorite texts from the Scriptures cited to 
support the doctrine are Deuteronomy 7 and Romans 9.  

It was Augustine who gave the idea of predestination its classical shape. He focused on the idea that 
God chose from all eternity those who would come into the kingdom of God, to replace the fallen 
angels, to fill up the ranks of the heavenly choir. Augustine understood that the work of Christ was 
God's choice to save elected sinners, in order to show God's mercy – but God also chose to allow 
others to remain in their sins, unsaved, in order to show God's justice.  

For Augustine the choice as to who would be predestined to eternal life was entirely in God's will: 
Only those God had chosen from all eternity could turn away from their sins to God, because God 
would grant them grace.  

Most of the Reformed confessions of the Presbyterian tradition reflect a doctrine of predestination as a 
part of justification by grace; some are more explicit than others. But many 20th-century Presbyterians 
have been very concerned about the few statements in the confessions that suggest that God has from 
all eternity condemned some people to eternal death. All through the history of the church this has 
been a doctrine that has been warmly embraced by some but has caused problems for others.  

What's vital about the subject for us today?  

Four points are important. First of all, the Reformed tradition has always stressed the freedom of God, 
and predestination has been connected to a doctrine of God's freedom and of God's lordship over the 
universe, over all creation. The doctrine of predestination re-emphasizes that God alone is Lord.  

In the second place, the doctrine of predestination functions for us today, as well as it did for Luther 
and Calvin, to safeguard the doctrine of justification by grace. I think our experience is that faith 
comes as a gift from God; we understand that God comes to us with God's grace--to which we can only 
respond with gratitude. And Reformed predestination is a way of saying God has taken the initiative in 
giving us these gifts.  

Third, along with the Reformers, we can see this doctrine as a source of assurance of God's love for us. 
It is a doctrine that gives us confidence as we stand before God as forgiven sinners.  
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Finally, we need to see the doctrine as the Reformers did as part of a doctrine of providence: God cares 
about everything God has created, and God has a purpose for each person who has been created.  

Those of us who are called to faith can give thanks for God's initiative in dealing with us so graciously. 
But most contemporary Presbyterians are reluctant to assume that we know anything about God's 
purpose for those who seem to have rejected faith. We perceive it to be dangerous to move beyond the 
mystery of predestination to try to explain what God has not revealed.  

The whole history of theology reflects tension in relating a Biblical concept of calling or election or 
predestination with an equally Biblical doctrine of human responsibility. The Reformed tradition has 
held that sinners are responsible for their sinful acts even though they are unable to turn away from 
them without the gift of God's grace. But it has also insisted that God's grace transforms the will so that 
it can freely obey God's will, though not perfectly.  

Let’s continue, verse 30a – The third affirmation: Those he predestined, he also called.  We  might 
think, because of predestination, the activity of the gospel is superfluous, since God already does the 
work!  But evangelism is the tool God uses!    

Verse 30b – Those he called, he also justified – God’s effective call enables those who hear it to 
believe, and those who believe are justified by faith.    

Verse 30c – Those he justified, he also glorified.  Do we ever think of being glorified?  My friends, 
this is what God wants for us!    

For the fourth time, Paul begins with, “What then, shall we say to this?”  Paul’s answer to his own 
question is to ask more questions!  He challenges anyone, in heaven, on earth, or in hell, to answer 
them and deny the truth which they contain.  No one and nothing can harm the folks whom God has 
foreknown, predestined, called, justified, and glorified.    

Question 1, Verse 31b: If God is for us, who can be against us?  Compare our response if we had only 
asked, “Who is against us?” – we would have received a barrage of replies.  But once we put God into 
the equation, everything changes.  Also, we can also say, “since” God is for us.    

Question 2, verse 32: He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not 
with him also give us everything else?  Again, notice how Paul inserts the activity of God – He who 
did not spare his own son.  Since he already gave us his own son, God will give us all things!    

Question 3, Verse 33: Who will bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies.  Paul 
brings our imaginations into a court of law.  No prosecution can succeed, since God our judge has 
already justified us; we cannot ever be condemned, since God has already set us free!  We are without 
stain!   

Question 4, Verse 34: Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at 
the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. Christ rescues us from condemnation, because of 
his death.  Jesus Christ died for the very sins for which we otherwise would deservedly be condemned  

Question 5, Verse 35a: Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?  Who indeed, my friends?  
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Verse 35b – Paul even suggests possibilities! Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or peril, or sword?  Trust me, folks, Paul knew quite a bit about all these things.  Just spend 
some time in II Corinthians, reading about his struggles.  He even draws upon Psalm 44:22: Because of 
you we are being killed all day long, and accounted as sheep for the slaughter.  

Verses 37-39: No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.  38 For I 
am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers,  39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.    

In our II Corinthians class, we read a few weeks ago about the Roman victory parade, and fragrance of 
incense from the victors – they were conquerors. But Paul proclaims, we are more than conquerors!   

Earlier, he used the phrase, “We know.”  Now, after going thru his argument, he uses “I am 
convinced.”  Also, the Greek is in the perfect tense, meaning, “I have become and I remain 
convinced.”   

My friends, there is really not much I need to say about this passage – nothing can separate us from the 
love of God.   Last night, when I was working on this, I realized there was nothing more to say.    

But just how, you may be asking, is Jim going to connect with the title, “Antique Roadshow for 
Christians?”  I love to watch that show – folks bring the most amazing things, and their reaction to the 
values is what I really like.  Remember the guy with the Navaho rug which was determined to be 
priceless?  This past week, a guy had a 1959 Fender Stratocaster guitar, with the original case and amp.    

My great-great grandfather was a fiddler in the Civil War, and he allegedly had a Stradivarius violin.  
My grandfather was offered $500 during the Depression, but they didn’t take it.  We finally had it 
appraised a few years ago, and it was not a Strad.  The violin maker said, “Your grandfather should 
have taken the $500.  In any case, we still have it, because it’s important to our family.  And likewise, I 
have yet to see someone on Antiques Roadshow say “I’ll take it!” when the person says how much 
something is worth.    

Let’s return to our Matthew passage: Jesus says a few things, then he asks, "Have you understood all 
this?" They answered, "Yes."   Don’t you just love that?  Maybe they did, but on the other hand, maybe 
they were completely blown away by Jesus, but didn’t want to let on that they did not understand.  I 
just wonder what I would have said.     

And he said to them, "Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like 
the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old."  This is about 
those who are learned, taking our knowledge of things and combining it with what we learn that is 
new.    

The important thing is that what they treasure is brought out to share.  Unlike Antiques Roadshow, 
Jesus wants us to take what we treasure in our heart, and share it!  Let us not keep it to ourselves.     


