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“Once Far Away, Now Brought Near” / Ephesians 2:11-22  

My resume says I am an enthusiastic expository preacher.  I hope you don’t get tired of me always 
calling particular passages amazing. Like last week, this is another amazing passage in Scripture.   
In our passage today, Paul is writing to the young church at Ephesus, comprised mostly of Gentile 
Christians – these are non-Jews, former pagans, who had accepted Christ and had been baptized  
In today’s passage, Paul is reminding his listeners of their position and status before the activity of 
Christ:  

Ephesians 2:11-22: So then, remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called "the 
uncircumcision" by those who are called "the circumcision"-- a physical circumcision made in the 
flesh by human hands--  12 remember that you were at that time without Christ, being aliens from the 
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God 
in the world.  13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the 
blood of Christ.  14 For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one and has broken 
down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us.  15 He has abolished the law with its 
commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself one new humanity in place of the two, 
thus making peace,  16 and might reconcile both groups to God in one body through the cross, thus 
putting to death that hostility through it.  17 So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off 
and peace to those who were near;  18 for through him both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father.  
19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also members 
of the household of God,  20 built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus 
himself as the cornerstone.  21 In him the whole structure is joined together and grows into a holy 
temple in the Lord;  22 in whom you also are built together spiritually into a dwelling place for God.  

It is almost impossible for us to imagine what Gentiles were facing at the time of this writing – Paul is 
reminding them of their moral condition before their conversion to Christianity. Jews had an intense 
contempt for the Gentiles! It was considered unclean to go into a Gentile house. They were called “the 
uncircumcised” – the Greek term actually alludes to the part of the male anatomy! Talk about a 
derisive term. Paul reminds the act of circumcision was something done by human hands, and was of 
no significance.   

The Gentiles had no hope of a Messiah; they were without Christ; even on their worst days, the Jews 
continued to have hope that the anointed one would come – the Gentiles had no such hope.   

To quote William Barclay:  

 

To the Gentile, history was a progress to nowhere  

 

To the Jew history was a march to God 

 

To the Gentile life was literally not worth living 

 

To the Jew life was the way to a greater life 

 

To the Gentile history was a circular treadmill 

 

To the Jew history was the road to God  

With the coming of Christ the Gentile entered into the new view of history in which a [person] is 
always on the way to God.   
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The Gentiles were aliens; they were strangers from the covenants upon which the promises were 
based; they had no rights of citizenship in the nation of God.   

The Gentiles were without hope and without God. Again, to quote Barclay: “Israel always had a 
shining, radiant hope in God, which burned clearly and inextinguishably even in her darkest and most 
terrible days; but in his heart the Gentile knew despair, before Christ came to give him hope for 
hopelessness.”  

Suddenly, Paul turns from the tragedy of the Gentiles’ former desolation to the joy of their 
reconciliation with Christ.   

But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.  
The Gentiles, who were once far off, are now “brought near.” Paul uses an expression from the Jewish 
faith itself – when a person joined the Jewish community, he or she was said to be “brought near” 
And how are the Gentiles “brought near”? By going thru a new members’ class? By reciting a 
particular confession? By being examined by our session? No, by the blood of Christ.   

For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one and has broken down the dividing 
wall, that is, the hostility between us. In the Greek, Paul is emphatic. It actually says, “He himself” is 
our peace. Jesus Christ, and no other, has solved the problem of our relationships with God and with 
each other.   

Again, referring to Barclay’s example: seldom is a disagreement settled thru legal channels. As Jesus 
tells us in Matthew 18, two people need to sit together, if they can. The next best way is for the two 
sides to discuss things with a third person they love. This is what Christ does… He is our peace…   

The dividing wall between Jew and Gentile has been broken down. In the Temple, there were a series 
of Temple Courts: the Court of the Gentiles, Court of the Women, Court of the Israelites, Court of the 
Priests, then the Holy Place. A Gentile could only go into the first court.   

In fact, on the wall separating the Gentile court was the inscription, "No foreigner may enter within the 
barricade which surrounds the sanctuary and enclosure. Anyone who is caught doing so will have 
himself to blame for his ensuing death." When Jerusalem fell in A.D. 70, this partition was demolished 
along with the temple itself. But Paul saw it as already destroyed by Christ at the cross. Ironically 
enough, he himself had been wrongfully accused of taking an Asian Gentile, Trophimus, past this 
checkpoint (Acts 21:29).  

He has abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself one 
new humanity in place of the two, thus making peace, and might reconcile both groups to God in one 
body through the cross, thus putting to death that hostility through it.    

Just so we are not confused – Paul is not saying that Jesus came to abolish the law. We are familiar 
with Matthew 5:17-18: “Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come 
not to abolish but to fulfill. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one 
stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. 
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The point Paul is making is this – the Jews were born into the covenant community, and to stay in the 
community, they needed to obey the law. All 613 commandments! One commentator referred to the 
law with “its meticulously defined sanctions enshrined in its innumerable decrees.”   

In Christ, all these rules and regulations are set aside, and all humanity is made new. Both groups are 
now reconciled not just to each other, but (more importantly) to God.   

So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near; for 
through him both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father. This peace has been proclaimed to the 
Gentiles – those who were far off. And to the Jews, those who were near.   

Now, how about an allusion to the Trinity? Remember, on Trinity Sunday, I noted that the word 
“Trinity” does not appear in Scripture. But in this sentence, we see the Triune God! “…for through 
[Christ] both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father.” By saying “both of us” Paul means both 
Jew and Gentile.   

So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also members of 
the household of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself 
as the cornerstone. In him the whole structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple in the 
Lord; in whom you also are built together spiritually into a dwelling place for God.  

There is another of those conjunctions, so often used by Paul. Gentiles are no longer strangers and 
aliens, but are now citizens with the saints and also members of the household of God. And the 
cornerstone of this household?  Jesus Christ himself. In Christ, the entire structure is joined together, 
and it grows into a temple in the Lord.   

Do you suppose Paul is referring to some sort of building? I was reminded that essentially, Christians 
did not really have their own buildings for about 300 years. We are the temple, and Christ is the 
cornerstone. Another thing – in the Greek, there is no definite article in front of the word “building.” 
Paul actually means, “all building that is being done.” Even though we have paid Gordon Construction, 
our building is far from finished!   

Just how relevant is this passage for us today? Has anyone here ever called himself a Gentile?  In the 
passage, Paul speaks wonderful words of encouragement, reminding these Gentiles of their past, and 
how they have a future in and through Christ.   

Gosh, that sounds familiar, doesn’t it? What about our past? What about our future in and through 
Christ? My friends, without Christ, we might as well be a miserable Gentile living in Ephesus.   

To paraphrase Barclay, which I read a few minutes ago: 

 

Without Christ, our history is a progress to nowhere  

 

Without Christ, life is not worth living  

 

Without Christ, history is a circular treadmill  

 

Without Christ, we are hopeless, having no hope of the Messiah, the Anointed One 

 

Without Christ, we are aliens, living without currency in a foreign land  

 

Without Christ, we are orphaned, living on our own, without a family to call our own  
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Without Christ, we are far away, never to be brought near…   

Face it folks, we might as well slink away in our paganism, Gentiles that we are…    

BUT!     BUT!        BUT!  (Don’t you just love those conjunctions…)   

But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.   
With Christ, our history is a progress to a eternal life  
With Christ, life is wonderful, certainly worth living  
With Christ, history is no longer a circular treadmill, but the road to God  
With Christ, we are full of hope, having the promise of the Messiah, the Anointed One 
With Christ, we are citizens with all the rights and privileges that come along  
With Christ, we are adopted children of God, receiving full inheritance     

My brothers and sisters, members of God’s family, citizens of his kingdom, full heirs,   

By the blood of Jesus, we who were once far off have been brought near    


