
Sermon full text [06-28-09] 
Page 1 of 4  

“Finishing the Work” / 2 Corinthians 8:7-15  

I am continuing thru the lectionary – this week, our passage is from Paul’s second letter to the church 
at Corinth. Paul is writing to the church about what we call The Jerusalem Collection. The mother 
church in Jerusalem was under extreme pressure, and Paul was encouraging the daughter churches to 
offer their support. But as I reviewed the passage, I was astonished at God’s timing – there is a 
message for us today!   

2 Corinthians 8:7-15: Now as you excel in everything – in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in utmost 
eagerness, and in our love for you – so we want you to excel also in this generous undertaking.  8 I do 
not say this as a command, but I am testing the genuineness of your love against the earnestness of 
others. 9 For you know the generous act of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your 
sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty you might become rich.  10 And in this matter I am giving 
my advice: it is appropriate for you who began last year not only to do something but even to desire to 
do something – 11 now finish doing it, so that your eagerness may be matched by completing it 
according to your means.  12 For if the eagerness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one 
has-- not according to what one does not have.  13 I do not mean that there should be relief for others 
and pressure on you, but it is a question of a fair balance between 14 your present abundance and their 
need, so that their abundance may be for your need, in order that there may be a fair balance.  15 As it is 
written, "The one who had much did not have too much, and the one who had little did not have too 
little."  

So, here we are – the dumpster is gone, and the trailer should be removed this week.  The bell will be 
installed soon.  Gordon Construction has been paid. Doesn’t the building look great? Don’t you love 
the new doors? New siding, new roof, new gutters and downspouts. And how about it – lighted exit 
signs!   

Are we finished? Do you suppose Mark Grippa and Bob Tasch should resign from Building and 
Grounds? Their work is done, right?  I had a classmate in college whose father was a Vice-President of 
a large insurance company.  He was assigned the task of overseeing the construction of their new 
headquarters facility, a 3-year endeavor.  On moving day, he walked into the President’s office and 
resigned.  It was a dramatic gesture, but he was making a statement that his work was done.    

What do you think? Are we finished, or are we just beginning? My friends, we need to finish the work.   
The building may look finished, but it is not – in the economy of God’s Kingdom, and in the context of 
our ministry here in Amelia, there is still much to be done.   

Verse 7: Now as you excel in everything – in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in utmost eagerness, and 
in our love for you – so we want you to excel also in this generous undertaking.    

Now as you excel in everything: Calvin is a great church, with a rich history; today, we stand on the 
edge of a great future; today, I am asking you to respond to God’s call to that great future.   

We have great faith; great sermons have been preached from this pulpit, at least up until the last 14 
months; we excel in knowledge – think of the thousands of Sunday school classes that have been held 
here; I have noticed a renewed spirit of eagerness;  
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And in our love for you: in In his letter, Paul writes very personally about his love for the church.  
My friends, I share that love for Calvin Church, and for her future.   

And what stands alongside faith, speech, knowledge, and love?  Generosity!   

Paul finishes his sentence – “and now we want you to excel in this generous undertaking.” And what is 
that undertaking? The outside may be beautiful, but again, we are only at the beginning. To put things 
mildly, we had a multitude of things to do. In response, we embarked on a multitude of enhancements, 
upgrades, and repairs. But all this work did not come without cost – all told, your session authorized 
the payment of over $265,000 for the improvements.   

And now, we need to finish the work . Session has authorized the launching of a Capital Campaign, 
called “Building the Future.” The Campaign is not about the building – it is about hearing and 
answering a Call. And what is that Call? It is a Call to support this great church; it is a Call to continue 
the ministry of faith and evangelism to our community, and to the world.   

From a practical point of view, the first thing we need to do is replenish our coffers. The more we 
raise, the less we have to borrow – more on that in a minute.   

Next, we need to turn our attention to the inside of our facility, which if you look at things compared to 
the outside, looks a bit different now, doesn’t it! We thought it was OK, until the outside started to 
improve.   

Verse 8: I do not say this as a command, but I am testing the genuineness of your love against the 
earnestness of others. What does Paul mean by “Testing the genuineness of your love?”  

Let me give you three examples:  

First, we COULD NOT EVEN BEGIN TO THINK about doing anything about the facility, without 
the generosity of Rae Rogers. I never knew Rae, but I praise God for her generosity. Why did Rae give 
what she gave? Because it was a good idea? Because it might have made her feel good about herself? 
She could have just as easily given it to a university or a local hospital. Rae Rogers gave her gift 
because she loved Jesus, and because she loved Calvin. She wanted to be sure the gospel continues to 
be preached for AT LEAST the next 50 years, as it has been proclaimed the last fifty years. Test the 
genuineness of your love….  

Another example: Doesn’t the cross look great moved out in front of the old sanctuary? Rumor is, this 
has been a topic of conversation around here for at least 15 years. How did it happen? Did Mark 
Grippa suddenly decide, on his own, to move it? I know Mark is somewhat independent, but even this 
would be a bit too much.   

Do you know someone paid to move the cross? I have received her permission to mention this – Kathy 
Glover-Grever said to Mark, “Mark, here is $5,000 – move the cross.”  The foundation was poured, 
and after 15 years, it took about 1 hour. Kathy did not do it to make herself feel good; she did not do it 
so she could receive thanks from everyone; Kathy told me why she gave the money: “This is a place 
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where Christ and the cross are central to everything we do. The cross needs to be out front, 
proclaiming Christ.” Test the genuineness of your love….  

One more outstanding example of generosity: I am reading from an email from our Administration and 
Finance Ministry Team:   

“We found it impossible to obtain a loan for the money we [lacked] to pay Gordon 
Construction. Financial institutions were unwilling to give the church a loan because our 
Capital Campaign was not completed prior to the time the money was needed. The church 
qualified in all criteria except that we could not show a definite ability to repay the loan without 
having pledges received.   

 

A Calvin member…stepped forward to loan…the church a portion of the amount due Gordon 
Construction. The interest rate [we will pay] is less than what we would be have been required 
to pay had we been able to get a loan. All Capital Campaign pledge money received will be 
paid to the [member] as it comes in so…the loan can be paid off as quickly as possible. Once 
the loan is paid in full we will [use the remainder] to replenish our reserves.”  

A few minutes ago, I mentioned we spent over $265,000 on the building. In spite of Rae Rogers’ 
generosity, we needed to borrow some money. A generous member approached our Administration 
and Finance Ministry Team with an offer. I do not know who this person is, nor do want to know. He 
or she might be a husband or wife, for all I know. Regardless, this is phenomenal.   

And why do you suppose this person did this? For the interest income? Again, so they could feel good 
about themselves? So folks would attempt to guess who he or she is?  

How about this – they have been blessed by Calvin Church and the message that is proclaimed and 
lived out here. This person has come to know the grace, the riches, the blessings of God that comes 
only in and through Christ, and they wanted to give back out of their riches.   

Think about your membership in this great Body, and the riches you have received over the years. 
Take a moment and reflect upon all the riches, all the blessings, all the grace, that has come your way 
over the years. Consider giving a portion back to this endeavor, “Building the Future.”  

How about the supreme example? Verse 9: For you know the generous act of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty you might become 
rich.    

William Barclay points out something very important: the sacrifice of Christ did not begin on the 
Cross!  Jesus was in heaven, surrounded by his Father’s glory, and he left heaven to save us. Talk 
about sacrifice! Talk about poverty! He was rich, richer than we will ever know, and he became 
human, physically poor for us.   

I am sure you have all seen those “WWJD” bracelets. Maybe you’ve worn one at one time or another.  
Consider the wealth we have in Christ – what would Jesus do? How about giving back for God’s 
Kingdom here in Amelia? 
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Verses 10-12: And in this matter I am giving my advice: it is appropriate for you who began last year 
not only to do something but even to desire to do something – now finish doing it, so that your 
eagerness may be matched by completing it according to your means.  For if the eagerness is there, the 
gift is acceptable according to what one has – not according to what one does not have.  When you 
give, give according to what you have, not according to what you do not have.   

Paul makes an important distinction here: in the Greek, we see the difference between simply “doing” 
and “doing willingly.”  I came across this interesting quote: “The condition for the acceptability of the 
gift [is] the readiness, the willingness, the desire to give.”  Are you ready to respond? Are you willing 
to respond? Do you have a desire to respond? Finish the work.   

Let me briefly introduce the “nuts and bolts” of the Campaign. Session has authorized the launching of 
the Campaign, “Build the Future.” A Campaign Team has been assembled: Kathy Glover-Grever, 
Roger Brummett, Kim Williams, Nancy Kranzley, and Jane Wiseman, Honorary Chair.  

Very soon, someone from the Team will be contacting you to tell you about the Campaign     

So far, Kathy has contacted 8 of our 12 elders, and has received 8 pledges. The other four still need to 
be contacted. Session believes that it is only fitting that the spiritual leaders of our church make their 
commitments first.   

My friends, the work has only just begun; let us pray that our generosity matches the other gifts given 
to us by God; let us prove how sincere our love is; let us give as much as we can afford, and let us do 
so willingly; let us finish the work.   

1 Chronicles 29 (The Message): . . . the work is huge—this is not just a place for people to meet each 
other, but a house for God to meet us.  "And now, how about you? Who among you is ready and 
willing to join in the giving?"  


