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“Looking at the Heart” / 1 Samuel 15:34-16:13  

As you know, our PNC continues in their work.  They continue to look, to listen, and most 
importantly, they pray about whom God might be calling here to Calvin. This morning’s reading is 
about God calling someone else to a leadership position – David. Now, we don’t know if scholars will 
be writing and studying Calvin’s next pastor 3,000 years from now, but in God’s economy, what we 
are going thru is important also. As we look at today’s reading, we obviously see God at work, just as 
we see God at work today, here at 1177 West Ohio Pike.   

Just to set the context, Samuel was a prophet, and he was instrumental in anointing Saul as King 
Saul had rejected the authority of God, and had fallen from God’s grace.  God was ready to anoint a 
new King.   

Let’s look to our reading for this morning, 1 Samuel 15:34 - 16:13:  Then Samuel went to Ramah; and 
Saul went up to his house in Gibeah of Saul.  35 Samuel did not see Saul again until the day of his 
death, but Samuel grieved over Saul. And the LORD was sorry that he had made Saul king over Israel.  
The LORD said to Samuel, "How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being king 
over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have 
provided for myself a king among his sons."  2 Samuel said, "How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will 
kill me." And the LORD said, "Take a heifer with you, and say, 'I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.'  
3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the 
one whom I name to you."  4 Samuel did what the LORD commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The 
elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, "Do you come peaceably?"  5 He said, 
"Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the 
sacrifice." And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.  6 When they came, he 
looked on Eliab and thought, "Surely the LORD's anointed is now before the LORD."  7 But the LORD 
said to Samuel, "Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected 
him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the LORD 
looks on the heart."  8 Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, 
"Neither has the LORD chosen this one."  9 Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, "Neither 
has the LORD chosen this one."  10 Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said 
to Jesse, "The LORD has not chosen any of these."  11 Samuel said to Jesse, "Are all your sons here?" 
And he said, "There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep." And Samuel said to Jesse, 
"Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here."  12 He sent and brought him in. 
Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD said, "Rise and anoint him; 
for this is the one."  13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his 
brothers; and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set 
out and went to Ramah.  

And the LORD was sorry that he had made Saul king over Israel. The LORD said to Samuel, “How 
long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being king over Israel…”  

My friends, there is a time for mourning. God knows we mourn, and he mourns with us. He knows 
what we are thinking, and knows we have every reason to mourn. God himself was sorry that he had 
made Saul king! But God also has a bright future for us, and when God tells us to move on, we move 
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on. Here at Calvin, we are ready (some of you have been ready!) for a new leader – God has been with 
us every step, and that person is out there.   

“Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for 
myself a king among his sons.” When God tells Samuel to go to a man named Jesse in Bethlehem, 
does he agree right away? Does he say, “Yes, God – whatever you say, fine with me.  Good idea!” No, 
he says, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” Even though God had rejected Saul, he 
was still king, and Samuel was afraid of him. The next point is this – we WILL come up with some 
argument or excuse against what God says. Let us be patient and listen to God, because (as we know!) 
God is always correct!  In fact, God gives Samuel the right words to say to the folks in Bethlehem.   

And where did Samuel go?  Bethlehem! “Gosh, what a coincidence!  God told Samuel to go to 
Bethlehem, the place where Jesus was born! How did God know that?” Do you suppose Samuel knew 
the impact of God’s words?  Of course not. How many of us REALLY know the impact of God’s 
actions, especially over 3,000 years later? My friends, let us not disagree with what God is telling us – 
don’t forget, God is infinite and all-knowing. If God is involved, your next choice for pastor will have 
eternal consequences.   

Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one 
whom I name to you." Samuel did what the LORD commanded, and came to Bethlehem. Samuel 
arrives in Bethlehem and summons Jesse. Jesse calls together his seven oldest sons, and they line up, 
beginning with the oldest. We can only imagine what Jesse was thinking.   

Verse 6: When they came, [Samuel] looked on Eliab and thought, "Surely the LORD's anointed is now 
before the LORD." Samuel wants to get this over with, and he’s God’s prophet, right?  He thinks he 
knows what God needs for a king, right? Samuel takes one look at Jesse’s oldest son, who just happens 
to be the tallest. He thinks to himself, “Surely the LORD’s anointed is now before the LORD.”   

How many of us have been guilty of doing something like this? If I was God, I would choose… This is 
as plain as the nose on my face…   

But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I 
have rejected him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but 
the LORD looks on the heart." God does not see as mortals see – they (that means us) look on the 
outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.”  

Verses 8-10: Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, "Neither has the 
LORD chosen this one." Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, "Neither has the LORD 
chosen this one."  Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, "The 
LORD has not chosen any of these."   

Now what? Samuel was told by God to go see this guy Jesse in Bethlehem, because God (as our text 
says) had provided a king among the sons of Jesse. Seven sons go before Samuel, and God says over 
and over, “That is not the one!” Do you suppose Jesse was getting a bit worried? Do you suppose 
Samuel was getting a bit worried?  
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My friends, we need to be patient – God knows who is to be called here, and God will deliver that 
person in his own good time.   

Does Samuel shrug and say to Jesse: “Look, Jesse – maybe you had better let me see these seven sons 
again – maybe God didn’t speak loud enough; I tell you what – why don’t we go ahead and pick 
_________, he looks OK to me.”  

Verse 11: Samuel said to Jesse, "Are all your sons here?" And [Jesse] said, "There remains yet the 
youngest, but he is keeping the sheep." And Samuel said to Jesse, "Send and bring him; for we will not 
sit down until he comes here." Neither Jesse nor Samuel was going to thwart God’s plans for the new 
king. Samuel knew he was out there – “Are all your sons here?”  

Jesse THOUGHT he was doing the right thing – he thought that, out of his seven oldest sons, at least 
one would be the right one!  Samuel THOUGHT he knew who the king was – he was the oldest and 
the tallest. God had someone else in mind. As we move thru the process of finding an new pastor, let 
us do what makes sense to God, not what we in all our expertise and erudition think is best.   

[Jesse] sent and brought him in. (By the way, we can only imagine Jesse, Samuel, and the seven 
rejected sons waiting around for the baby to arrive!)   

Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD said, "Rise and anoint him; 
for this is the one." Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; 
and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and 
went to Ramah.  

Remember what we read earlier?  “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, 
because I have rejected him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward 
appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” Samuel tried to pick out the first son, the oldest and the 
tallest. Jesse only bothered to bring the seven oldest sons. Jesse figured his youngest son, David, 
wouldn’t even make the cut! Why bother bringing him all the way from the sheep? Surely one of his 
older brothers is the one…  

David was not the oldest, nor was he the tallest. In spite of this, David’s appearance was striking  
“Rise and anoint him, for this is the one.” In spite of how much Samuel and Jesse wanted to influence 
things, the one they DID NOT choose was the one God chose! And he was still handsome!  

My friends, you stopped mourning long ago – God told you to move on. Do not argue with what God 
tells us – he knows what he is doing. Let us not fall in love with the first person that appears so 
obvious to us – God might have someone else in mind. Let us remember that God looks at different 
things that we do!  Let us be patient with God, and with our search. “Do you have any other sons?”  

Finally, when the correct person is revealed to us, God will tell us, loud and clear. “Rise and anoint this 
person, for this is the one…”  

David was a most improbable candidate to be king, and yet God chose him.  
Appearances can be deceiving – let us look at the heart… 


