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“First Things First” / Isaiah 49:8-16 / Matthew 6:24-34  

Next Sunday, I will have been here two months.  As I will be gone then, I want to take some time to 
reflect on where we are so far.  When I return, we will begin the Interim tasks in earnest.    

So, how are we doing?  Is anyone worried about how we are progressing?  Is anyone why we 
haven’t elected a PNC yet?  How about adding additional new members?  Should we remodel the 
building?  Add a wing?  Renovate the front yard?  

Speaking personally, I STILL don’t have any pictures in my office yet!  I’ve learned that it’s 
impossible to turn left between 4:30 – 6:00 PM.  I must remember to turn off the baseboard heaters 
in my office – they either don’t work, or the heat simply pours out!  On a more positive note, even 
though I am often late for the fellowship time, there is always enough food for me!    

Believe it or not, I am worrying less than I thought I would.  Each week, I worry about going over 
the 60 minute deadline!  Maybe it’s just as well that there is no clock in the back.  Regarding the 
things that need to be addressed, I often ask, Am I moving too fast?  Too slow?  Should I mention 
this or that?    

Back to our gospel reading for today.  As you may know, we are in the middle of what is called the 
Sermon on the Mount, Matthew 5-7.  In chapter 5, Jesus delivers what we now call The Beatitudes  
In chapter 6, Jesus speaks about prayer (including the Lord’s Prayer), fasting, storing up treasures in 
heaven, the eye being the lamp of the body, and the beginning of our passage for today:    

Matthew 6:24-25   24 "No one can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love 
the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.  25 

"Therefore I tell you, do not worry…  

You know, I’ve read this passage dozens, if not hundreds of times, and I never noticed the 
THEREFORE Jesus puts in there.  THEREFORE, do not worry…  Before I put my own two cents 
in about worry, maybe we should hear first from our Savior and Lord – that might put a bit of 
perspective on things.  

Matthew 6:25-30: 25 "Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what 
you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body 
more than clothing?   
26 Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your 
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?   
27 And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life?   
28 And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they 
neither toil nor spin,   
29 yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these.   
30 But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the 
oven, will he not much more clothe you – you of little faith?  
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Now, let us be clear as to what Jesus is not saying.  The opposite of worry is not apathy.  When 
Jesus tells us not to worry, that does not mean we are to simply sit around and be lazy! Remember, 
God has given us a brain, and arms, and legs, and voices, etc. But our Savior and Lord is also telling 
us to calm down… It is not foresight, but worry that Jesus is prohibiting.  

Verse 25: Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing?  God gave us life, we have 
life in Christ, God gives us life – if he gives us life, we can be certain God will give us the lesser 
things.    

Verse 26: Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your 
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?  I must say, this verse was 
somewhat troublesome for me for many years.  Is Jesus telling us to just sit around, and wait for the 
food to fall from the sky? No – if we think about it, birds work for their food!  Sparrows are some of 
the hardest working creatures in the animal kingdom.  I read on the internet that sparrows consume 
approximately 30% of their bodyweight in food each day.   Wow!  Imagine someone like me eating 
75 pounds of food a day!  I would have to burn a lot of energy – that’s not being lazy, is it?  Look at  
Proverbs 6:6: Go to the ant, you lazybones; consider its ways, and be wise.    

Verse 27: And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? My guess is, those 
of you who are older, can you testify that worrying added years to your life?  Some translations talk 
about adding a cubit to one’s height – anyone here 18 inches taller?  

Verses 28-30: 28 And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they 
grow; they neither toil nor spin, 29 yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like 
one of these.  30 But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is 
thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you – you of little faith? The birds of the air and 
the flowers of the field are not models to be imitated, but are examples of God’s providential care  
These examples are to drive us away from striving for things, to a calmer vision of God’s care in 
our lives. Jesus is not telling us not to work, but he is telling us not to fret.    

Before I finish the passage, let’s take a moment and, as your Interim pastor, reflect on my past 7 
weeks here.  Here are some observations I made to our Session at our last meeting.   

 

This is indeed a great church 

 

There is no shortage of wonderful volunteers 

 

Each week, we celebrate in Christ-centered worship 

 

I am absolutely impressed with our collaborative leadership.  There is a strong sense of 
consensus building 

o Opinions expressed openly – someone actually disagreed with the Session 
Moderator!   

As a reminder, this is a special time in the life of Calvin Church.  We are in an Interim time, and we 
need to be intentional about what we are going to be doing.  Let’s talk a moment about the first 
Developmental Task of Interim Ministry, Reflecting on our history.  I am not a psychologist, but 
when we look to our history, we can appreciate the past, and consider the present.  What things are 
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good, and what things are not-so-good?  We need to consider and weigh our strengths and 
weaknesses.  Finally, we can use our history to prepare for the future.  

After reflecting on our past, we will proceed to the task that will take the most time, Discovering a 
New Identity.  We need to come to a new understanding of ourselves.  As I have noted before, we 
are different than we were in 1989 when Jim Bernard was called.  As we move through this step, we 
will look at context, community, and spiritual gifts.    

I also need to make some personal comments, regarding my role – I was talking to a colleague the 
other day, and she mentioned that administration is not my strongest gift.  She said that my 
strongest gifts are encouragement and having a listening heart.  It’s interesting that whenever we 
face a situation, we always throw what we think is our strongest gift at something.    

That being said, I need to remember what I was hired for – yes, we are in an interim time, but I am 
first and foremost your pastor.  I am not a consultant.  There may be some things I need to point out, 
and I will try to do these things with grace.  Overall, even though I am coming to love this church, I 
have no personal investment in the congregation.  I will try to be as professional as possible, but on 
the other hand, this is a loving congregation.  I cannot make things personal, but I also realize that 
with every process we look at, there is a person attached to that process.  Finally, whatever the 
leadership decides to do, is what the leadership decides to do.    

In order for us to begin the process, we need to assemble a Transition Team.  This team will assist 
and facilitate the process.  For example, if there is still any grief associated with Jim’s departure, the 
Team will help us heal.  They will gather the feelings of the members and others about the church 
during a time of change.  They will provide a forum for the sharing and focusing of hopes and 
aspirations for the future, help us move from a preoccupation with the past to a state of readiness for 
the new chapter.  Most importantly, the Team will involve the congregation in accomplishing the 
developmental tasks.    

Let’s take a look at the composition of the Team.  Of course, they are under the authority of the 
Session.  It will have five or six members, including one or two elders.  It needs to represent a cross-
section of the congregation.  The members need to be trustworthy, approachable, willing to listen, 
and be willing work hard on the process.  They will be asked to read some books, participate in 
extra meetings with the pastor, or perhaps some Presbytery folks, and of course, with the 
congregation.  If you have any suggestions, let me know.    

Again, our first task will be to gather into small groups to reflect on our history. We will construct a 
timeline on the wall in Fellowship Hall.  Thanks again to Bob Bridges for getting us started on our 
history.  The issue will be not so much what happened, but our reactions as we think about and 
reflect on the various “nodal events” in the life of our church.  I had a colleague who was going 
through the process with her church, and when they reached a certain point in the history, suddenly 
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everyone became quiet.  Wow, this is an issue, she thought.  We may experience the same thing 
ourselves.    

If we can look back on our history, and we can recognize and own our feelings about certain key 
events in our life, then we are ready to begin the most time-consuming process, Discovering a New 
Identity.  Again, I don’t want to make this too complicated.  There will be no “forced confessions” 
under hypnosis.    

The Transition Team will be responsible for conducting a Self-Study of this great church.  They will 
be asking such things as:  

 

Who were we? (this will come from looking at our history) 

 

What was important to us in the past? 

 

What is not so important now? 

 

How has God interacted with this community over the past years? 

 

How have we arrived to be where we are now? 

 

Where is God calling us in the future? 
o Mission / Facilities / Staffing / Education / Worship / Denominational issues  

Again, I will be as clinical as possible – anytime I or the Transition Team brings up a particular 
topic, we must keep it as impersonal as possible – our task will be to consider processes, not 
necessarily the folks attached to those processes. We will be using Town hall meetings, regular 
reports in the Caller, from the Pulpit, and possible Bible Studies.    

Let’s finish the gospel lesson, Matthew 6:31 – 34: 31 Therefore do not worry, saying, 'What will we 
eat?' or 'What will we drink?' or 'What will we wear?'  32 For it is the Gentiles who strive for all 
these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.  33 But strive 
first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.   
34 "So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today's trouble is 
enough for today.      

I could paraphrase verse 31 by saying, Therefore do not worry, saying, “What about Mission?  
What about our building? How can we get more young people?   Do we have the correct staff to 
cover everything?  What about Sunday school? Is worship OK? What is the future of the PCUSA?”   

Trust me, my friends, I am as guilty of the next person, worrying about all these things.  Last April 
1, after my first day on the job, I came home and did a “brain dump” with all the things that were in 
my head.  There is so much to do!    

33 But strive first (seek first) for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will 
be given to you as well.  34 "So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its 
own. Today's trouble is enough for today.     
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We need to calm down, go slow, and look to God and his righteousness – and as Jesus says, all 
these things will be given to us.  There will be days when we will be working like sparrows 
(hopefully not eating 1/3 of our body weight!), but God will provide the questions, and the answers 
for us.  

In the next few weeks, be thinking about members of the Transition Team.  Put a note in my box, 
send an email, or let me know when I get back.    

Let’s look back almost 3,000 years, to the prophet: 14 But Zion said, "The LORD has forsaken me, 
my Lord has forgotten me."    

There may be some days when we feel the LORD has forsaken us.  But listen to God: 15 Can a 
woman forget her nursing child, or show no compassion for the child of her womb? Even these may 
forget, yet I will not forget you.  16 See, I have inscribed you on the palms of my hands; your walls 
are continually before me.  

We will most likely face some anxious moments, but overall, I am completely calm about doing 
this, and I am exceedingly hopeful about the outcome.  This is indeed a great church, and we 
worship and follow a great God.    

Let us not worry, and keep our eyes on God and on the goal.   


