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“Receiving the Power” / Acts 1:1-11  

This past Thursday, we celebrated the Day of the Ascension. The Day of the Ascension occurs forty 
days after Easter, the Day of the Resurrection. It occurs ten days before Pentecost, the Day the Holy 
Spirit is given to the disciples. Pentecost, which we will celebrate next Sunday, is often called the 
birthday of the church.   

Remember, the Book of Acts was written by Luke, the author of the gospel. Luke’s two volumes make 
up almost one-fourth of the New Testament. Luke is the only gentile author in the entire Bible 
He was a physician, and a traveling companion of Paul.  If we spend any time in Acts, we will notice 
several sections called the “we passages.”  This is where Luke speaks in the first person plural.  

Let’s get to our reading for this morning, Acts 1:1-11: In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all 
that Jesus did and taught from the beginning  2 until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after 
giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen.  3 After his suffering 
he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days 
and speaking about the kingdom of God.  4 While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave 
Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. "This," he said, "is what you have heard 
from me;  5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days 
from now."  6 So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, is this the time when you will 
restore the kingdom to Israel?"  7 He replied, "It is not for you to know the times or periods that the 
Father has set by his own authority.  8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."  
9 When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their 
sight.  10 While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes 
stood by them.  11 They said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This 
Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into 
heaven."  

As he does in his gospel, Luke addresses his second installment to a certain “most excellent 
Theophilus.” We don’t know who this man was, but most scholars suggest he was a friend. It was not 
uncommon for books to be dedicated to distinguished persons.   

Luke has done his research: The historical events – things fulfilled among us; contemporary 
eyewitnesses – handed down by those…; his own personal research; the writings; so that you may 
know the certainty of the things you have been taught.   

We are given a well-researched, historical account of the life and work of Jesus (the gospel), and the 
life and work of the early church (Acts).   

“…until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to 
the apostles whom he had chosen.  3 After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many 
convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.  4 

While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of 
the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you 
will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 
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If we look at these few verses, we see the Triune God at work. As many of you know, the word Trinity 
does not appear in Scripture. Yet here is God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. Jesus 
the Son gives instructions through the Holy Spirit. It is God speaking TO US, but it is also God 
speaking IN US. Jesus the Son presents himself to us, providing proof. Jesus the Son speaks to the 
disciples about the Kingdom of God. Jesus the Son orders them to stay in town, and wait for the 
promise of the Father. And just what is that promise?  The Counselor, the Advocate, the one who 
walks alongside, the Holy Spirit.    

Now, all of us are good listeners, and good at following instructions, right? And of course, we can only 
imagine the disciples sitting with Jesus, the resurrected Son of God. All of us would be paying 
attention to what he had to say, right? He was “…speaking about the kingdom of God.” I am certain 
that each one of us would have taken all this in and would have understood fully, right?  

During his forty days of “speaking of the Kingdom of God,” we can assume that Jesus’ teaching dealt 
with: the validation and nature of Jesus as Messiah; the interpretation of the OT from the perspective 
of his resurrection (remember on Easter Sunday afternoon, when Jesus walked on the Road to Emmaus 
with the two of them? Luke 24:25-28: “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all 
that the prophets have declared!  26 Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and 
then enter into his glory?"  27 Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them 
the things about himself in all the scriptures); the responsibility of the disciples to bear witness to what 
had happened to them; AND all this was the fulfillment of the hope of Israel.   

Verse 6: So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, is this the time when you will restore 
the kingdom to Israel?" The verb restore shows they were expecting a territorial and political kingdom. 
The noun Israel shows they were expecting a national kingdom. The adverbial clause at this time 
shows they were expecting its immediate establishment.   

How many of us, if we had spoken about a particular topic for over a month, would be completely 
exasperated by this question? Again, this is what I love about Scripture. If this were entire a work of 
fiction, do you think a passage such as this would be in there?  

We sit here, almost 2,000 years later, scoffing at the inability of these men to listen to and understand 
what Jesus has to say. WE all know they were interested in the restoration of Israel as a political 
power, going back to the time of King David. WE all know that Jesus was speaking of the Kingdom as 
articulated in the Lord’s Prayer. Jesus speaks of a kingdom of love, rather than power. WE would all 
have “gotten it,” right?  

When we speak of the Kingdom of God, whose definition are we using? Do we think about the future 
of Calvin Church? Will God’s Kingdom only be realized at 1177 W. Ohio Pike if our membership 
goes up? Do we need to have a particular-sized budget to fulfill God’s plan for his kingdom? Are we 
required to sit and wait for the kingdom to be established?   

Jesus spoke to them about the “Kingdom of God.” Each week, we say in our prayer, “Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done…” The theme of the kingdom of God is a common one in Scripture, both the 
OT and the NT. Primarily, it refers to God’s sovereign rule in human life, and in the affairs of history. 
Also, it refers to WHERE God’s rule is. God’s sovereignty is universal. The kingdom of God was 
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especially important in the life of Israel and in Jesus’ disciples (remember, they were Jewish.) Today, 
the kingdom of God is expressed in the church and in the lives of Christians. The kingdom of God will 
be fully revealed throughout eternity. In the gospels, the kingdom is presented as having been 
inaugurated in time and space by Jesus’ presence and ministry.    

Look at Jesus’ answer, verse 7: "It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by 
his own authority. We need to focus on the teachings of Jesus about the kingdom of God, not our own 
ideas. Remember, we are speaking of the Ascension. Jesus is in heaven, at God’s right hand. The third 
person of the Trinity, the Holy Spirit, has been sent to us by God the Father. What did John the Baptist 
say? “The Kingdom of God is at hand!” My friends, the kingdom is here, and Jesus is on the throne.   

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."  9 When [Jesus] had said this, as they 
were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight.   

What two points does Jesus make before he is taken up? You will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes upon you. You will be my witnesses to the ends of the earth. We don’t acquire the power, we 
receive it. We can’t witness until we have the power. Ever speak about Jesus to someone else?  It’s a 
miracle!  God is at work!   

Do we believe this?  Only Luke speaks of the Ascension, but it is presumed everywhere else in the NT. 
Why was the Ascension necessary? First, there needed to be one final moment when Jesus returned to 
the glory which was his. What if he had simply stopped showing up? Jesus arrived in a particular 
moment in time, and he needed to leave in a particular moment as well. John 16:7: Nevertheless I tell 
you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not 
come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you.  

While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood 
by them.  11 They said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who 
has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven."  

We have the Resurrection, now we have the Ascended Jesus in heaven. Why do we stand here looking 
up toward heaven? He’s coming back!   

 

Just as the angels delivered the news of his birth 

 

Just as the angels were with him in the wilderness  

 

Just as the angels delivered the news of his resurrection, they have told us, “This Jesus, who has 
been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into 
heaven.”  

The angels are telling us two things: The earthly Jesus the disciples had known now has a heavenly 
existence. This is stressed by the words, “into heaven.” The earthly Jesus they had known (notice the 
intensive demonstrative pronoun, “this same Jesus”) will return “in the same way as you saw him go 
into heaven.” He is coming back, and as he tells us in Matthew 25, he will be enveloped in the cloud of 
the divine presence and glory.    
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My friends, if I may quote William Barclay, “History is not a haphazard conglomeration of chance 
events that are going nowhere.  The world is going somewhere, and there is a divine far off event to 
which the whole creation moves.” And that divine event? The return of Christ. Are we to sit here, as 
we were on the platform, waiting for a train?  

Just as the Spirit came to Jesus to equip him, so the Spirit has come to us, to equip us. To equip us to 
be patient as we look up into the sky? My friends, the word “witness” appears fourteen times in Luke’s 
second volume – it was the last instruction Jesus gave before he was lifted up.   

 

My friends, salvation is to be shared 

 

We are not to be sky-scanners 

 

Jesus will come again 

 

Meanwhile, we need to get on with our business 


