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“The Vine and the Branches” / John 15:1-8  

John 15:1-8: "I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower.  2 He removes every branch in me 
that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit.  3 You have 
already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you.  4 Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as 
the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in 
me.  5 I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, 
because apart from me you can do nothing.  6 Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a 
branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned.  7 If you abide in me, 
and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.  8 My Father is 
glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.  

Our passage today is familiar to all of us – it’s the vine and the branches. The Interpreter’s Bible says, 
“The allegory of the vine and the branches is the most complete expression of the mystical union 
between Christ and the Christian in this gospel.” In this passage, Jesus uses the allegory of the 
vineyard, the vine, the vinegrower, and fruit to make a point.   

Jesus’ use of the vine and vineyard allegory would have been quite familiar with his Jewish disciples –  
throughout the OT, the prophets speak of Israel as the vineyard, and God as the keeper. God plants and 
cares for the vineyard and the vines in loving fashion. But instead of the plants flourishing and 
producing sweet grapes, all the allegories of the vine speak of degeneration. Isaiah’s picture is of a 
vineyard run wild; Jeremiah complains that the nation has turned into “a degenerate plant of a strange 
vine;” Hosea cries that Israel is an empty vine;   

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower.” Once again, we need to put ourselves in the 
place of the disciples. The idea of Israel as the vineyard had been emphasized in culture and worship 
for centuries! Vines were everywhere, and even the main entrance to the Temple had a golden vine on 
it. And what do you know, Jesus calls himself the true vine!  Not just an idea or image of a vine, but 
the genuine article.  Jesus is the true vine.    

Now, look at the beginning of verse 2: “He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit.” Some 
translations say “he cuts” or “he takes away.” Every branch that does not bear fruit is removed.   

Now, when we hear these words we imagine that Jesus is talking about someone else, right?  Or, we 
simply move on to the part about the good branches – that’s us, right?  But what if we might be going 
thru a dry period, and we aren’t producing much? What picture forms in your head? That’s right, God 
with a pair of lopping shears, cutting away! What kind of God is that?  I’ve been watching you, and I 
see you haven’t borne any fruit lately, so…”  

To help us understand this, we need to look at the original language – I am indebted to the late James 
Montgomery Boice for his excellent treatment of this passage. In the Greek, the word we see as 
“removes” can have 4 different meanings:  

1. To lift up or pick up 
2. To lift up figuratively (I lift my voice, or I lift my eyes to the hills…)  
3. To carry away  
4. To remove or cut   
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Most translations use the fourth meaning, since later (verse 6) God burns these worthless branches. 
Boice thinks it should be “lift up” (the first one…), to keep it from trailing on the ground. Think about 
it – if we are not producing fruit, does the Father cut us off and remove us?    

If we use the first meaning, “to lift up,” the Father lifts us up FIRST, to see if we can produce fruit! 
God puts us in the proper position so we can produce fruit. Remember, grapes are not pumpkins or 
squash. The emphasis is on the caring of the vine by the Father.   

My friends, anyone here ever encounter a dry time?  Ever been estranged from God?  Try as we might, 
there has probably been a time when we were NOT producing fruit. What if we had been cut off then?  
My brothers and sisters, God loves his vineyard, and he lifts us up, and enables us to produce fruit once 
again…  

The second thing the vinegrower does is prune, or clean the vine. It means to cleanse, make clean, or 
purify. The Greek word is katharizo, which is where we get catharsis. I can tell you, I have had my 
share of cathartic experiences! God removes anything that is detrimental to the plant.   

Remember, if we are not being fruitful, the Father, the vinegrower, lifts us up to make it so we will be 
fruitful. Once we are closer to God, and we begin to be fruitful, God begins to work on us.  And when 
the harmful things are removed, we don’t even notice the pruning!  

And how are we pruned and cleaned? The Word of God – the Word of God condemns sin; the Word of 
God inspires holiness; the Word of God promotes growth.   

Abide in me, and I will abide in you – what is meant by abiding in Christ? William Barclay uses the 
example of a weak person having a strong friend. Many of us are in accountability groups, or support 
groups. We need to be doing the same with Jesus. Remember, Jesus himself spent time each day in 
prayer with his Father – we should be doing the same! We take our medicines each day, what about 
spending time with the ultimate healer?   

A final warning – “Apart from me, you can do nothing.” I may have seen a sermon title, “What part of 
‘nothing’ don’t you understand?”  

And now, a particularly terrifying verse, John 15:6: “Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away 
like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned.”  

Who has a problem with this? Whoever does not abide in Jesus is thrown away, the branches are 
gathered, and are burned! Does Jesus say that we will simply be unfruitful? (Although that is true)  
Does Jesus say we will suffer the loss of all things, yet be saved? (1 Cor 3:15)  

NO, Jesus says we will be cut off from the vine, gathered with the others, and burned! How many here 
are thinking of burning in hell? Jesus says we will be thrown into the fire!  

Does this mean it might be possible, that someone who was saved before might become unfruitful, and 
that previously saved person will be cut off and burn in hell?  Remember I said this was a particularly 
terrifying passage.   

There are three ways to interpret this passage:  
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FIRST – the passage means what is says. And if it means what it says, the doctrine of eternal security 
or perseverance must be rejected as non-biblical. It means we can be cut off, and lose our salvation! Do 
we agree with this?   

If we accept this, we are confronted with an overwhelming number of texts which disagree.  For 
example, look at Romans 8:35, 38-39: Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? For I am convinced that neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers,  39 nor height, 
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. Also, look into John 10, where Jesus says no one can snatch his sheep out of his hand.   

But what about those who say that it’s possible for us to jump from Jesus’ hand? These folks subscribe 
to the idea that, even though Christ saves a person initially, it’s possible to lose one’s salvation, 
depending on how strong your faith is. They believe God does not prohibit us from jumping from 
Jesus’ hand.   

But the passage in question, John 15:6, does not say this – it’s not about jumping, it’s about cutting and 
burning branches that don’t bear fruit. Would God cut us off from a loving union with his Son, simply 
because we have stopped being fruitful? Can any Christian really believe this?   

My friends, think about it – if this were the nature of our God, we would have been cut off long ago, 
and we would all be in hell!  Do you think God is just dangling us by a string until we die?   Our 
experience teaches that God has taken on our sin, our unbelief, and our fruitlessness, and has, out of his 
great love for us, worked to bring us into the Christian life. To go with this first view is to slander the 
character of God.   

THE SECOND VIEW – this verse applies to those who are nominal Christians. Folks who call 
themselves Christians, but are never fruitful, will be removed. They really were never Christians in the 
first place. But where do you draw the line?  How “un-nominal” must you be? Where is each of us on 
the “nominal-continuum?” Further, this notion does not fit with the allegory Jesus is using. Jesus is not 
introducing a new group of people, he is still speaking of the branches that are no longer fruitful.   

THIRD – (this is the one I prefer) – it is the believer’s works which are burned, not the believer. If our 
works are not of Christ, then our works bear no fruit and will be thrown into the fire. It is the Christian 
bearing fruit, not his salvation, that Jesus is discussing. In this passage, the burning is associated with 
the destruction of useless works, rather than the loss of salvation. Again, Jesus says, “…like a 
branch…” It is not a person whom Jesus throws away, but a worthless branch. If the works are not of 
Christ, they are worthless and are destroyed, but not the person!  Here is a quote from the famous 
theologian, Arthur W. Pink, about Lot: “[Lot] was out of fellowship with the Lord, he ceased to bear 
fruit to his glory, and his dead works were all burned up in Sodom, yet he himself was saved!”  

My friends, Scripture abounds with the promise of salvation and eternal life: Romans 10:9-13: because 
if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the 
dead, you will be saved. For [a person] believes with the heart and so is justified, and [a person] 
confesses with the mouth and so is saved. The scripture says, "No one who believes in him will be put 
to shame."  …the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. For, "Everyone who 
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calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved."  It does not say, “If you produce enough works, you will 
be saved!”   

Let’s finish: 7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be 
done for you.  8 My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.  

Notice Jesus is not saying, “Go ahead and ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.” We 
must first abide in him, and he must abide in us. THEN everything we ask for will be in accordance 
with God wants to give us anyhow! What could be better?    

And how is the Father glorified?  When we bear much fruit and become disciples of Jesus.  And just 
how do we define fruitful? By how many folks we bring to Christ? (Some may be discouraged by 
this…) Maybe a good definition would be how many hours we spend doing church work. So what if 
our family life suffers? What about those who are older, and can’t get out more?  Maybe it should be 
measured by how much money we give…   

How about this? Galatians 5:22-23: “…the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.”  

What should our response be with our very lives to this wonderful news?  

My friends, we have received the blessing of eternal life.   

We should lovingly respond with the blessing of fruitfulness.   

Jesus glorified God by his life  

Let’s glorify God by ours         


