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“Teaching the Children” / 1 John 3:1-24  

How many of you have been doing what I asked? Remember, I asked everyone to begin a “Lenten 
Discipline.” I asked each of you to read John’s first letter each week.  I hope it has been enlightening 
for you, as it has been for me.   

Let’s get to our passage for this morning – instead of reading the entire thing, I want to go through it in 
sections – we won’t cover the entire chapter, but we will certainly get a flavor of what John has to say 
to us:   

1 John 3:1-3: See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that 
is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him.  2 Beloved, we are 
God's children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is 
revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is.  3 And all who have this hope in him purify 
themselves, just as he is pure.   

How about spending the rest of our lives considering these opening words? As you may recall, John 
has been calling his readers “children” throughout the Letter. He has spoken beautifully about love 
within the fellowship of the Christian community, but now he speaks of God’s love for us, children of 
God.   

Notice John does not say, “See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of 
God; and that is what we will someday be.”  Instead, he says, says, “Beloved, we are God’s children 
now.”  What does this mean for us today?   

Let me ask you – have any of us ever thought of Christianity of something that happens only when we 
die? Do we only become children of God when we get to heaven? Do we have to die first?  

No, we are children of God now.  This very minute! Being a member of a Christian family is not 
something we have to wait for. Because of Christ, we are adopted family members, and we have all the 
rights and benefits of being a member of God’s family. God is our Father, and we are his children. 
Every week, we begin the Lord’s Prayer with “Our Father…” This is huge!  God is our Father, and we 
are his children!  

Having a bad day?  Don’t worry, God is your Father, and he loves you and me so much that he calls 
you his child. Worried about our future?  God’s richness has been set aside for you and me. We have 
received the promises, the legacy, the wealth, the inheritance, from God himself. What are we talking 
about? Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. And 
we have all those things NOW!  My friends, see what love God has for us!   

John continues… “…what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is 
revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. And all who have this hope in him purify 
themselves, just as he is pure. We will be like him!  We will be like Jesus!  When Jesus comes again, 
when he is revealed, we will all be changed! My friends, do we need any more words of 
encouragement than this?    

And, we will see him as he is! I spoke a few weeks ago about the Transfiguration. One day, we will see 
Jesus as he is right now, shining like the sun, clothes whiter than white. And we will see him face to 
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face!   

“All who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.” God calls us his children; when 
Jesus returns, we will be like him; not only will he return, we will see him as he is; and because we 
have this hope, we are now pure!  

So far, I have only read the first three verses for today – just 92 words – how are you feeling today?  
Full of hope?  Feeling better?  

Now, let’s move to the more practical side of things, verses 4-10: Everyone who commits sin is guilty 
of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness.  5 You know that he was revealed to take away sins, and in him there 
is no sin.  6 No one who abides in him sins; no one who sins has either seen him or known him.  7 Little 
children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous.  
8 Everyone who commits sin is a child of the devil; for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. 
The Son of God was revealed for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil.  9 Those who have 
been born of God do not sin, because God's seed abides in them; they cannot sin, because they have 
been born of God.  10 The children of God and the children of the devil are revealed in this way: all 
who do not do what is right are not from God, nor are those who do not love their brothers and sisters.  

Let’s focus on verses 8 and 9: Everyone who commits sin is a child of the devil; for the devil has been 
sinning from the beginning. The Son of God was revealed for this purpose, to destroy the works of the 
devil.   Those who have been born of God do not sin, because God's seed abides in them; they cannot 
sin, because they have been born of God.   

Everyone who commits sin is a child of the devil – gee, that means us, right?  What are we to make of 
this? Are we children of the devil?   

Let’s go back a bit – we just agreed, joyously, that we are children of God, right? Just as Jesus told 
Nicodemus, we all have been born again, right? So what do we do with these two verses?  Anyone 
here like me who finds these words confusing? If we review what John has said earlier, I am sure we 
would all agree:  

 

1:8: If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

 

1:10: If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.    

What are we to make of this?  We all sin!  I did read in one commentary, “Commentators have not 
found a way around this contradiction.” Gee, that’s helpful, isn’t it? What about sin?  Even those who 
are children of God sin!  Imagine that!  What about David and Bathsheba?  What about Peter’s denial 
of Christ? What about Jim Steiner each and every day?    

Let’s try to understand this – first, we have two natures, each at war with the other.  On the one side, 
we have our human nature, derived from our natural birth. On the other, is our divine nature, derived 
from our eternal birth, as children of God. Remember, “See what love God has for us that we are called 
children of God, and we are children right now…”   

There is a battle going on each and every second of our earthly lives. We accept and receive Christ’s 
grace, then we go out and sin – imagine that! We say to ourselves, how can God forgive me for what I 
just did? We pray to be forgiven, and God’s grace comes over us. And wouldn’t you know it, we sin 
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again!  

John reminds us – Those who have been born of God do not sin! Instead of us wallowing in our 
mistakes (as Satan would have us do), let us walk in the light of our grace, and in our status as children 
of God! I know it’s not easy, but it’s a battle out there!  Should we say to ourselves, “Sorry, God, but I 
am a miserable sinner, and I will never get it right.” Or, should we have the attitude of, “I am a child of 
God, therefore I cannot sin, and if I do, God will forgive me (once again.) Don’t we feel better if we 
know in our hearts (and this knowledge is given to us by the Holy Spirit, God’s seed, as John says) that 
we cannot lose our inheritance? And when we meet God face to face, where will we stand? Jesus will 
step in and say, “Don’t worry, it’s as if this person has never sinned.”    

My friends, because we are children of God, we are so pure, that it is as if we have never sinned  

I want to very quickly go to the final verse, 24: All who obey his commandments abide in him, and he 
abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.   

Let’s take a moment and look at this word abide: In the Greek, it means to remain, stay, abide; live, 
dwell; last, endure, continue. It is at this point that we encounter a mystery – the mystical relationship 
between us and God himself, revealed in and through Jesus Christ. This mysterious relationship is 
maintained by the Holy Spirit. If we obey his commandments, we remain in Christ. And by golly, we 
know, we are reassured, we have the confidence, that Jesus, God himself, abides and remains in us! 
And how do we know all this? Because of the Spirit, given to us by God.   

Let’s review what we have heard today:   

 

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God  

 

We are God’s children, and we are God’s children right now  

 

What we will be has not yet been revealed, but what we do know is this:  when he is revealed, 
we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is  

 

And because we have this hope, we shall become purified  

 

We who have been born of God (and remember item #1, we are children of God) do not sin, 
because God’s seed abides in them  

 

We cannot sin, because we have been born of God   

 

We who obey his commandments abide in him, and he abides in us   

My friends, we are in the season of Lent.  This is a time for reflection and self-consideration. Part of 
this reflection is considering our sinful nature, and giving these things over to God.  Take your sins to 
the cross, and let Jesus handle them.   


