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“This Message Brought to You By…” / Jonah 3:1-5, 10 / Mark 1: 14-20  

Is there anyone here who is not familiar with the story of Jonah?  I thought so.  If you look in your Old 
Testament, you can see Jonah in there with the 11 other so-called “Minor Prophets.” Jonah was put in a 
rather unusual situation – instead of preaching to his own people, the Israelites, he was called by God 
to go to Nineveh, a pagan city on the western edge of the Mediterranean Sea.  As you may recall, 
Jonah said “NO” to God, got on a boat, and went the other way! The ship was hit by a huge storm, and 
the sailors got wind (so to speak) that it was caused by Jonah being on board. To make matters worse, 
he was fast asleep down below!   

At his own request, the crew threw Jonah into the raging sea, and he was swallowed by a large fish 
After three days in the fish, and some serious praying, the fish spat Jonah onto dry land. This is where 
we pick up our story:   

Jonah 3:1-5, 10: The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2 "Get up, go to 
Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you."  3 So Jonah set out and went to 
Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three 
days' walk across.  4 Jonah began to go into the city, going a day's walk. And he cried out, "Forty days 
more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!"  5 And the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed 
a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth. 10 When God saw what they did, how they 
turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring 
upon them; and he did not do it.  

Last week we read from I Samuel and the gospel of John, about the calls of Samuel and Nathaniel. 
After some confusion, the young boy Samuel listened and responded to God’s call. Similarly, after 
hurling an insult to his hometown, Nathaniel responded to Jesus’ call and followed him.   

Jonah realized he could not escape the call of God. Nineveh was a gentile city, full of pagans! Jonah 
was not called to preach a message of repentance his fellow Israelites, but to this huge gentile city. 
Most scholars think that Jonah felt nothing but contempt for these folks, and therefore initially refused 
to do what God told him to do.   

It is not up to us to decide who is worthy of our preaching, or our service. God will decide whom we 
are to serve, and no one else.  Do we find ourselves saying, “Gee, I don’t feel comfortable going to that 
homeless shelter, I really don’t have anything in common with those folks.  I need to think about this 
awhile.”    

Second, notice God tells Jonah “to proclaim the message I will tell you.” The message was God’s, not 
Jonah’s! This is something that every preacher struggles with each week – you need to hear what God 
has to say, not me!   

Jonah approaches Nineveh, “That great city” as God calls it, and begins his walk across, preaching his 
message. After the first day, he proclaims, “Forty days more, and Nineveh will be overthrown!” He 
must have made some sort of impression, because people listened to him! WOW!  The results were 
immediate!  They believed God, they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on 
sackcloth. The king declared that even the animals should fast and be covered in ashes.  So what 
happened? When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind 
about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it.  
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I need to stop here and talk about something very important – God changed his mind – what about the 
fact that God is unchanging? There might be a few of you out there who are thinking about this “God-
changing-his-mind-thing, and developing some theology that might be incorrect.   

If God changes his mind to spare the Ninevites, this can mean two things:  
1. This means if we were once sinners, God changed his mind and decided to save us.  
2. Or, it means that we call ourselves Christians, we mess up, and God changes his mind and 

decides to send us to hell!  

We can find passages in Scripture about God NOT changing his mind – essentially, they say that God 
is not like a human, who changes his mind. On the other hand, there are passages, like we read today, 
that say that God changes his mind. What are we to do about this?   

Let me state one thing and make it very clear – God is unchanging – he never changes.  

Listen to a QUOTE: “The OT has no embarrassment in saying that God changes his mind.  He does 
not change his nature, but as the responses of [people] to him change, it becomes necessary for him to 
follow a different line of action in order to be true to his nature.”   

Further: We know the character of God only from what he does and the words he uses to explain his 
actions. When he does not do what he said he would, we as finite [people] can say only that he has 
changed his mind or repented, even though we should recognize, as Jonah did, that he had intended or 
desired this all along.  

And as far as our own salvation is concerned, this is where grace and forgiveness come in. Because of 
Christ, God will never forsake us – he will never leave us. We accept Jesus as Savior and Lord, the 
Holy Spirit enters our hearts, and we are saved for all eternity – that’s the good news. God does change 
is mind, but he does not change his nature – if you are a Christian, you will never lose your salvation.   

Let’s get back to our passage – when Jonah first received the message from God, he refused. Once he 
finally arrived in Nineveh, how enthusiastic do you suppose he was as he walked across the city? We 
can be certain that Nineveh’s repentance was not because of Jonah’s homiletical skills. God did the 
work.   

If you read ahead, you will find that, after God spared Nineveh, Jonah was angry! Jonah wanted to see 
the city destroyed because of his proclamation that it would be destroyed!  He wanted to sit on the 
hillside and say to himself, “See, I told you so!” If and when we finally respond to God’s call, and if 
we are successful, it is not because of us – Jonah didn’t even want to be there!  

So, here we are: 
1. God gave Jonah a second chance 
2. If God calls you, you may not get a second chance like Jonah did 
3. Respond to God the first time he calls (Do as I say, not as I have done…)  
4. God will send you where he wants, whether you think it’s a good idea or not 
5. If we think we are so great, remember that God does the work 
6. And if God does change his mind and folks repent, don’t be mad, give praise to God!     
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Let us now turn our attention to another account, the calling by Jesus of the first four disciples: Mark 
1:14-20: Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15 and 
saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good 
news."  16 As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net 
into the sea – for they were fishermen.  17 And Jesus said to them, "Follow me and I will make you fish 
for people."  18 And immediately they left their nets and followed him.  19 As he went a little farther, he 
saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets.  20 

Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and 
followed him.  

What was the message from Jesus? 
The time is fulfilled: Remember a few weeks ago?  We encountered the expression, “In the fullness of 
time” When time was full, something happened! Here is Jesus, God himself declaring, “The time is 
fulfilled!” At this time, in this place, Jesus steps into history.   

The Kingdom of God has come near: Not only is the Kingdom of God a future hope, with the arrival of 
Christ, it has become a present reality.   

Repent! As we have said, this is more than just saying you are sorry. It means to turn your heart and 
mind, your entire being, around.   

Believe in the good news. And what is the good news?  You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.   

And what was Jesus doing?  He came preaching!  The famous homiletician George Buttrick: “Jesus 
could have written books.  Instead he came preaching. He trusted his most precious sayings to the 
blemished reputation and precarious memory of his friends.”    

In Galilee, Jesus was present in the flesh; today, he is present in the word of proclamation. Whenever 
the word of God is preached (or taught), the kingdom of God draws near. Confronted by the message, 
we are confronted by the Kingdom of God. The appropriate response is the same: repent, and believe 
the good news.   

And what did the four fishermen do?  They followed him  

 

Are we like Jonah?   

 

Will we refuse the first call?   

 

Do we hope to get a second chance? 

 

Once we “agree” to do what God asks, will we critique the folks we are called to serve? 

 

What level of enthusiasm are we bringing to our service? 

 

Do we have any preconceived notions of how it should turn out? 

 

If things turn out differently, will we be angry?  

Or do we simply drop our nets and follow him?   


