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“Disputing the Divine” / Exodus 3:1-15 / Matthew 16:21-28  

When you think of important folks in the Bible, certainly Moses and Peter are at the top of the list.  
Moses was called the greatest of all the prophets; he led Israelites out of Egypt, and received the Law.   
Peter was the first to proclaim Jesus as Messiah, and Jesus called him the Rock on which the church 
would be built   

But most amazingly, these two guys had good intentions, good ideas, but they were not the same as 
God’s!  Imagine that! Our intentions are good aren’t they, especially when it comes to church and 
Christian living – but sometimes God has other ideas.  This morning, we are looking at two well-
known accounts, with tremendous application for us in the life of this great church.     

Some background – Moses, grandson of Pharaoh, a Hebrew baby plucked from the bulrushes, raised in 
Pharaoh’s household.  He kills an Egyptian who is beating a Hebrew slave.  Pharaoh gets word of it, 
and he flees to Midian.  Gee, the greatest prophet of all was an escaped killer!   

Exodus 3:1-15: Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led 
his flock beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God.  2 There the angel of the 
LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was 
not consumed.  3 Then Moses said, "I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why the bush 
is not burned up."  4 When the LORD saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the 
bush, "Moses, Moses!" And he said, "Here I am."  5 Then he said, "Come no closer! Remove the 
sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground."  6 He said further, "I 
am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." And Moses 
hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.  7 Then the LORD said, "I have observed the misery of 
my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know 
their sufferings,  8 and I have come down to deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out 
of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the 
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites.  9 The cry of the 
Israelites has now come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them.  10 So come, I will 
send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt."  11 But Moses said to God, "Who 
am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?"  12 He said, "I will be with you; 
and this shall be the sign for you that it is I who sent you: when you have brought the people out of 
Egypt, you shall worship God on this mountain."  13 But Moses said to God, "If I come to the Israelites 
and say to them, 'The God of your ancestors has sent me to you,' and they ask me, 'What is his name?' 
what shall I say to them?"  14 God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM." He said further, "Thus you shall 
say to the Israelites, 'I AM has sent me to you.'"  15 God also said to Moses, "Thus you shall say to the 
Israelites, 'The LORD, the God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God 
of Jacob, has sent me to you': This is my name forever, and this my title for all generations.  

Let’s look at what this account has to say to us:  First, notice that Moses has adjusted himself to a 
shepherd’s life.  The grandson of Pharaoh, who saw the injustice of the slavery of his fellow Hebrews, 
was tending sheep.  He was supposed to save the Israelites! This past week, during Interim Training, 
we discussed an item called homeostasis.  In any system, be it a church or a family, there is a strong 
desire to reach a state of homeostasis, which is achieving some sort of “status quo.”  It does not matter 
if things are positive or negative, just safe.    
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Let me ask something – have we adjusted ourselves to our current state of affairs? Are we in a state of 
homeostasis? Do we ask, things are fine for me, why do I need to change? Think about it.    

Next, when God tells Moses he hears the cries of his people – “Where have you been?  It’s been 400 
years!”  Remember, my friends, God’s timing is not our timing.  Even though it seems like forever, we 
need to be patient, God is working.     

This passage, and especially portions of chapter 4 are well-known for the number of times Moses 
thinks God is incorrect by calling him – look at all the reasons he gives: 

3:11 – Moses expresses is unworthiness for such a task 
God assures him that he will be with him 

3:13 – Moses does not have enough information about God 
God provides his name 

4:1 –  The people will not listen to Moses or believe him 
God will provide signs so folks will listen  

4:10 – Moses is incompetent 
God will be with Moses’ mouth  

4:13 – Moses asks God to send someone else along 
God will be with Moses’ and Aaron’s mouth   

Are we are guilty of doing all these things ourselves? My friends, it’s normal for us to think God is 
mistaken.  How could he pick me?  Doesn’t he know about me?  Doesn’t God realize that 
________________?  

Notice that in all cases, God treats Moses with dignity, honoring his objections.  Also, notice that 
throughout the whole thing, the emphasis is on the divine initiative!  It is God who calls Moses and 
calls him to a task.    

It’s OK to question God – human questioning leads to fuller divine revelation.    

Let’s look briefly at verse 14, certainly well known.  The Hebrew can be translated in various ways:   
I am who I am 
I will be what (who) I will be 
I will cause to be what I will cause to be 
I will be who I am / I am who I will be  

Is this the best option – “I will be God for you…”  

So, let’s summarize what we have learned so far.  Maybe we once had big ideas about doing something 
big for God, but now we are just settled in, far away from the past, afraid to face things.  It’s normal 
for us to disagree with God has in store for us.  We can say to ourselves, I am unworthy; I don’t have 
enough information; folks won’t listen to me, or believe me; quite frankly, I am not up to the task – I 
am incompetent to do such a thing; can you send someone else with me?  Finally, why don’t you just 
send them instead?   

Let us turn now to the Matthew passage.  Just to see where we are, Jesus has just asked the twelve 
“who do you say that I am?” Recall that Peter proclaims, “You are the Christ, the Son of the Living 
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God.”  After Jesus tells Peter he will be the rock upon which the church is built, look at verse 20: Then 
he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.  

Matthew 16:21-28: From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem 
and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and 
on the third day be raised.  22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, "God forbid 
it, Lord! This must never happen to you."  23 But he turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! 
You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human 
things."  24 Then Jesus told his disciples, "If any want to become my followers, let them deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me.  25 For those who want to save their life will lose it, 
and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.  26 For what will it profit them if they gain the 
whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life?  27 "For the Son of 
Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has 
been done.  28 Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the 
Son of Man coming in his kingdom."  

Look again at verse 20: Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the 
Messiah.  Why do you suppose Jesus did that?  Because the disciples still had their own ideas as to 
what the Messiah was supposed to do!  Imagine, so-called followers of Jesus with their own ideas that 
might be different than God’s!  

And what about the exchange with Peter!  WOW!  What a rebuke!  The commentator William Barclay 
calls this section “The Great Rebuke.”  Is he screaming?  How quickly and angrily did he turn aside? 
Does he take him aside, or do you suppose the others heard?  

Naturally, there are a variety of opinions about this.  As it turns out, the phrase is the same as in 
Matthew 4:10: Jesus said to him, "Away with you, Satan!  Remember, the Hebrew satan means 
Adversary.  Satan is in direct, constant opposition to anything God wants or does.    

Was Peter actually Satan?  In spite of his proclamation of Jesus as Messiah, he still was under the 
influence of him? Remember Jesus sternly told his followers not to say anything about his 
Messiahship. They wanted power and glory!  Christ was headed to the cross.  Peter had been tempted 
by an outcome he wanted, and he would not accept Jesus’ description of his mission.    

Gosh, how many times have our best intentions been in direct opposition to God’s will? My friends, 
we are not Satanic, but look at 1 Peter 5:8: Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion your 
adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour.  We may think we know what is 
best, but more often, God knows better.  Isaiah 55:8: For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are 
your ways my ways, says the LORD.    

Let me tell you about my week – maybe instead of “What I did on my summer vacation” it should be 
“What I did at Interim II training.”  Last year, on Wednesday, I had the thought, “Gee, this is really 
hard!  Then I thought, maybe I am suited for this.   This week, I had an epiphany on Wednesday 
I could tell the Holy Spirit was knocking me down.     

Let me read you something else: Philippians 3:4-8: If anyone else has reason to be confident in the 
flesh, I have more:  5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of 
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Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee;  6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.  7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to 
regard as loss because of Christ.  8 More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the 
surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, 
and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ  

Just a comment – the Greek word translated here as “rubbish” is actually dung.  If I may look at 
myself as Paul has – I am a high-powered guy, with lots of experience.  I have an MBA.  The PNC has 
told me I am I am exactly who this church needs. As far as things have gone, we are on the right track.  
The first month I was here, I was saying, “Let me show you my EXCEL spreadsheet.”   

My brothers and sisters, in the annals of written history, how do you suppose you tack up against 
Moses and Peter?  I can promise you that, without Christ at our center, without our eyes on him, you 
will fail.  God himself will accuse you of being under the tempting power of Satan.  As Jesus rebuked 
Peter, you will be setting our minds not on divine things, but on human things.    

Calvin is at a crossroads, and I don’t mean Arcadia or Bach-Buxton! As you may know, a few weeks 
ago, we had a commercial building inspector look at our property. We need a new roof, which will 
cost us a pretty penny.  Also, we need new gutters, downspouts, soffit, fascia, caps, bricks, and the bell 
needs to be fixed.  On the other hand, the sanctuary is structurally sound.    

What to do?  Is your life in Christ one day per week? Are you like Moses, tending your sheep in 
anonymity?  Is this great church in a state of homeostasis?  Do you simply keep going like you are? 
OR, is God calling your name?  

What to do?  Let me tell you, strategic thinking and long-range plans will not tell you what to do 
30,000 cars go by this place each day – do you want others to know the saving grace of Christ, or do 
you simply look to our own sheep? If Moses and Peter got it wrong, do you suppose there is the 
slightest chance that you might do the same?   

What to do? First, enter into a season of prayer.  Then look at who Calvin church is today, right now.   
Next, enter into a season of prayer.  Calvin is not the same church when she had 276 members – those 
were the days!  Next, enter into a season of prayer.  We are a church that needs a new roof, but we 
need to look at everything.  Next, enter into a season of prayer.  Calvin, the Body of Christ, is a church 
that, once the roof is fixed, needs to take a serious, honest, objective hard look at itself.  Not just the 
building, but how the gospel of Christ is proclaimed from 1177 Ohio Pike.  Finally, enter into a season 
of prayer.    

Gosh, are you picking up a theme here? I realize I have been here five months tomorrow, and I am 
sorry it’s taken so long to get started.  But I thank God that I have been convicted of my sins – this 
past week, Jesus yelled at me, “get behind me Satan, you are setting your mind not on divine things 
but on human things.”  I was connecting the outcome of my time here to my own identity, and that, my 
friends, is of Satan.  This church will go nowhere, won’t be able to do anything, without Christ.  We 
need to be of Christ, in Christ, for Christ, under Christ, and behind Christ.    


