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“Three Persons in One” / Genesis 1:1-2:4a / Matthew 28:16-20 / II Corinthians 13:11-13  

As I mentioned during the children’s moment, today is Trinity Sunday.  The Trinity is a topic we 
could spend the remainder of our lives on – the word actually does not appear in the Bible, yet both 
Testaments are full of experiences of God acting in and with his creation in various ways.  
Essentially, it took the early church hundred’s of years to formulate the doctrine of the Trinity.   

Here is what someone has to say about the Trinity: the Trinity is a Christian doctrine, stating that 
God is one Being Who exists, simultaneously and eternally, as a mutual indwelling of three persons: 
the Father, the Son (incarnate as Jesus Christ), and the Holy Spirit. Since the beginning of the third 
century the doctrine of the Trinity has been stated as three Persons in one God, all three of whom, as 
distinct and co-eternal persons, are of one indivisible Divine essence, a simple being. Most 
denominations within Christianity are Trinitarian, and regard belief in the Trinity as a mark of 
Christian orthodoxy.   

Why is the Trinity important to us? There are several reasons.  If we cannot comprehend the 
relationship between God the Father and Jesus Christ the son, how are we to understand the New 
Testament?  If we cannot comprehend the relationship between Christ and the Holy Spirit, how are 
we to appreciate prayer and the presence of God within each one of us?    

On the other hand, if we really could comprehend all this, then we would understand God, and God 
would no longer be God.  Unfortunately, I only have about 20 minutes to talk about something that 
has been inspiring and confusing us for almost 2,000 years, but to summarize, we have:  

God as Creator – that’s God the Father 
God as Redeemer – Jesus Christ 
God as Sustainer – the Holy Spirit  

I would also like to take a moment to comment on modern language, and its limits.  Many have 
used the words Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer to describe the three persons of the Trinity.  We 
just used these words in our Confession.  A few years ago, the denomination used the words 
Mother, Child, and Womb.  We need to be careful what we say!    

Another example is water – water, as you know, can be liquid, solid, or vapor.  In all three cases, 
it’s still water, but has a different form.  Yet another example is me – no, I am not God – but I am a 
father, a son, and a brother.  My sons are always amazed when I am with my two older sisters – I 
become a little brother!  In any case, I am still the same person, but I take on three different forms.     

Let’s look at the Creation account – this is God as Creator.  Let’s begin with the Genesis passage.   
“In the beginning when God created…”   Let’s stop there – are not these words in and of 
themselves a leap of faith?  We often focus on Jesus as Lord, or something like that (even though 
there’s nothing wrong with that, but “God created…”  If we begin everything we do, everything we 
say, everything we think, with the idea, the belief that God created everything, then that puts things 
into a different perspective, doesn’t it?  God created…   

Puts us in our place, doesn’t it?  Even though the word “when” is here, it is actually a good 
translation – the key is that the word for God throughout this account is plural – “God” is plural 
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(comment on benefit of other languages…”  Just who do you suppose this plural God is?  That’s 
right, the Trinity!  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit!    

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth 2 the earth was a formless void and 
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters.   
We spoke in the Bible study Thursday about translations, and finding good translations – 
unfortunately, this is not very good.  Even though the Hebrew word here translated wind sometimes 
actually means wind in the Old Testament, here it means Spirit – God did not blow a wind over the 
face of the waters (like from Disney’s Fantasia), but the Spirit of God moved over the face…”   

3 Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light.  4 And God saw that the light was good; 
and God separated the light from the darkness.  5 God called the light Day, and the darkness he 
called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.    

And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.  Quite frankly, I never noticed this – in 
each case, at the end of each day, Scripture says, “And there was evening and there was morning, 
the first (or second, or third, or fourth, day.”)   Some scholars suggest that in the heat of the 
Palestine desert, the day’s activities begin after the sun goes down.  Again, remember that even 
though this is somewhat of a historical account, this is not a textbook.  This is poetry – out of the 
night, out of the darkness, God brings light, God is light.    

Let’s continue: 6 And God said, "Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate 
the waters from the waters."  7 So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the 
dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so.  8 God called the dome Sky. And 
there was evening and there was morning, the second day.  9 And God said, "Let the waters under 
the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear." And it was so.  10 God 
called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw 
that it was good.  11 Then God said, "Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and 
fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it." And it was so.  12 The earth 
brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit 
with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good.  13 And there was evening and there was morning, 
the third day.  14 And God said, "Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from 
the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years,  15 and let them be lights 
in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth." And it was so.  16 God made the two great lights 
– the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night – and the stars.    

Verse 16: “…and the stars.”  Let’s stop there – anyone see the article in this week’s paper about a 
supernova that we just discovered in the early stages of explosion?  The light left that star 26,000 
years ago.  We think we know so much about astronomy, but the more we know, the more we don’t 
know, and the smaller we become, and the greater God becomes.  How many have been on a 
mountaintop, or on an ocean liner, or in utter darkness, to see the stars?  Remember that it has only 
been the last few hundred years that cities have had enough light to cause the stars to be dimmer.   
I have a friend from Scouts who was an airline pilot, crossing the Atlantic Ocean on a regular basis.  
He was continually in prayer with God, praising him for his creation.     
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If there are any Boy Scouts here – anyone here been to Philmont?  I recall being on a mountaintop, 
and the closest town was about twenty miles away, 800 people.  You could almost reach out and 
touch the Milky Way.    

We only need to look at the heavens to see the infinite nature of God.  Look at Psalm 8:3-4: When I 
look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars that you have established; 4 

what are human beings that you are mindful of them, mortals that you care for them?  

Continuing: 17 God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18 to rule over the 
day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good.  
19 And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day.  20 And God said, "Let the waters 
bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky."  
21 So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with 
which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good.  22 

God blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds 
multiply on the earth."  23 And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 24 And God 
said, "Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild 
animals of the earth of every kind." And it was so.  25 God made the wild animals of the earth of 
every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. 
And God saw that it was good.    

Ok, here we go: 26 Then God said, "Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; 
and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the 
cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the 
earth."  27 So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and 
female he created them.    

Again, we look to the Hebrew – “Let us…” Most scholars do not believe this is God and the 
heavenly host, as if God needed help from angels to create humankind.  Also, this is not the “royal 
we” – it is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit!  Wow!  Evidence of the Trinity!  Remember, if we read the 
beginning of the gospel of John – Jesus was there…  

This does not mean we look like God, because God has no form.  It means to have the power of 
thought, the power of communication, the power of self-transcendence.  Note also that male and 
female are created at the same time  

Continuing: 28 God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth 
and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over 
every living thing that moves upon the earth."  Notice that the word is dominion, not domination  
God has given us his creation, and we are given dominion, but we are to be responsible stewards of 
his creation.    

29 God said, "See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, 
and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food.  30 And to every beast of the earth, 
and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the 
breath of life, I have given every green plant for food." And it was so.  31 God saw everything that he 
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had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth 
day.  Did you notice the phrase, “indeed, it was very good”?  The Hebrew means, with exceeding 
abundance.    

Chapter 2: Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude.  2 And on the 
seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the 
work that he had done.  3 So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested 
from all the work that he had done in creation.  4 These are the generations of the heavens and the 
earth when they were created.  

Just a comment on the word day: Does this mean 24 hours? An epoch? Remember this is poetry!  
Sometimes we might use the phrase, “Back in the day…”  Or, we will say, “I’ve known that guy for 
a hundred years!”   We really don’t know – we can ask God when we get to heaven.  The important 
thing to remember is that God could have created everything in 6 days, but we don’t know.    

So there we have it, God as creator.  Chapter 2, verse 1: Thus the heavens and the earth were 
finished, and all their multitude.  God the Creator.  Did you ever think of the earth as being part of 
the multitude?  I think of the earth, then I think of the multitude.  We are part of the multitude!    

What about the second person of the Trinity, Jesus, the Messiah, the Son of God?  Let’s look to our 
gospel reading from today’s lectionary:   

Matthew 28:16-20: 16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had 
directed them.  17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted.  18 And Jesus came 
and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  19 Go therefore and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I 
am with you always, to the end of the age."  

Again, the lectionary has given us only this short, but well-known passage – also called the Great 
Commission.  How can we spend only a few minutes on this?? All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to Jesus.  The word in the Greek means, authority, right, liberty; ability, capability; 
supernatural power; ruling power, jurisdiction, disposal.    

Therefore – we come across one of those pesky prepositions.  Are we supposed to make disciples of 
all nations because we think it’s a good idea?   Are we to do this because otherwise I won’t have a 
job?   No, we are to make disciples because all authority has been given to Jesus!  All authority has 
been given to him!  Therefore, go and make disciples…   

What can we say about Jesus?   

 

Born to save humankind from sin: Matthew 1:21: She will bear a son, and you are to 
name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins." 

 

Died on the cross for this very purpose: 1 Peter 2:24: He himself bore our sins in his 
body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you 
have been healed. 
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Jesus gives us the ministry of reconciliation: 2 Corinthians 5:17-19: 17 So if anyone is in 
Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become 
new!  18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us 
the ministry of reconciliation;  19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, 
not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to 
us.  

Finally, let’s consider the third person of the Trinity, the Holy Spirit.  If Jesus Christ is to be Savior 
of the world, he must be personally available to everyone.  So when he leaves them in bodily form, 
he promises, John 14:18: “I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you.”  (We looked at this 
a few weeks ago…)   

2 Corinthians 13:5: Examine yourselves to see whether you are living in the faith. Test yourselves. 
Do you not realize that Jesus Christ is in you? If Christ is not in us, then we are not Christians – in 
fact, Jesus Christ is the one who dwells in our hearts by faith: Ephesians 3:16-21: 16 I pray that, 
according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being 
with power through his Spirit, 17 and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are 
being rooted and grounded in love.  18 I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all 
the saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19 and to know the love of Christ 
that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.  20 Now to him who 
by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or 
imagine, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. 
Amen.  

The Holy Spirit is the one who empowers us to live according to God’s will: Colossians 2:6-7: As 
you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in him,  7 rooted and 
built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.  

The Holy Spirit is a distinct personality:   

 

He has intellect and understanding (1 Corinthians 2:10-13) 

 

He has a mind (Romans 8:27; Acts 15:28) 

 

He has sensibility (Isaiah 63:10; Ephesians 4:30) 

 

He has a will (I Corinthians 12:11)  

 

He speaks (Acts 8:29, 13:2; I Timothy 4:1) 

 

He teaches (John 14:26) 

 

He dwells with believers (John 14:16-17) 

 

He will fill believers (Acts 2:4; Ephesians 5:18) 

 

He will lead believers (Galatians 5:18)  

 

He was sent from the Father in Christ’s name (John 14:26, 15:26) 

 

He descended on Jesus Christ at his baptism (Mark 1:10) 

 

He drove Christ into the wilderness (Mark 1:12)  

We could say all these things about Jesus too! 

 

The Spirit convicts us of our sin (John 15:22, 16:8-11) 

 

We receive new life (John 10:27) 
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He comes to live in believers (John 14:18; Ephesians 3:17) 

 
He is the one by whom we can approach the Father (John 14:6; Hebrews 10:19)  

Let us summarize what we can say about the Trinity.  If God is one, does this mean that Jesus Christ 
and the Holy Spirit are just other names for God?  Are they just the same person in different forms? 
No!  God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit are not the same person in different forms!  Jesus is distinct 
from God the Father.  He is expressly the “Son of God.”  This tells us that they are not the same 
person.  

The Holy Spirit is distinct from God the Father.  He is never confused with God the Father – they 
are always mentioned separately.  Jesus Christ is distinct from the Holy Spirit.  Remember in the 
beginning of all four gospels – the Holy Spirit descended upon Christ at his baptism! How could he 
send himself?  

Initially, it was not a matter of doctrine, but of experience.  The early Christians had trouble with 
this.  Even though Paul spoke of God working in and through Christ and the Spirit, he never 
actually formulated a doctrine of the Trinity.  Read his letter to the church at Rome, Romans 8:9-11: 
9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone 
who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him.  10 But if Christ is in you, though the 
body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness.  11 If the Spirit of him who 
raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your 
mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.  

Finally, our last reading for today: 2 Corinthians 13:11-13: 11 Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. 
Put things in order, listen to my appeal, agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of love 
and peace will be with you.  12 Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you.  13 The 
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of 
you.    

Gosh, where have we heard that before?  That’s correct, it’s a benediction – all of the letters have 
some sort of closing.  In this passage, farewell actually means, “rejoice.”  Again, notice Paul’s focus 
on the three persons of the Godhead:  13 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.  

Let me make a key point – Paul does not mean an individual one-on-one relationship between us 
and the Holy Spirit, although that is certainly important – in this passage, he means ALL of us – not 
just individual communion with the Holy Spirit, but that the Holy Spirit would bind all of us 
together.  We are praying that we will all be one in the Spirit.    

Again – the word Trinity does not appear in the Bible, but the doctrine could hardly be plainer.  God 
in three persons, blessed Trinity.   


