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                        OUR SPEECH"            James 3:1-12  

The author of the book of James, relates from the beginning who the author of 
this letter is, he was James, and most accept this James as the son of Joseph 
and Mary, so depending on how you look at it, James was either the brother of 
Jesus or the half-brother with the Holy Spirit as the father of Jesus.  Some re-
fuse to think of the word brother as in sibling but view James as Jesus' cousin, 
translating the Greek word for brother as that of cousin.  It is believed that 
James was converted after the resurrection, he is not to be confused with James 
who was the disciple, that James is the son of Zebedee and a brother of John, 
in fact they were twins.  This James was converted after the resurrection and 
was among the ones who received the power of the Holy Spirit.  He believed to 
be the James that became the leader of the church in Jerusalem which is re-
ferred to in Acts stating that James was the head of the council in the Jerusa-
lem church.  It was written sometime between 45 and 50 AD and was written 
before the city of Jerusalem was seized and destroyed.  This has been deter-
mined as the book is addressed to the 12 tribes in the dispersion, which means 
that they had been dispersed before the fall of Jerusalem.  It was addressed to 
Christians who were converted Jews who knew the Old Testament and kept the 
law.  This is seen especially in the discussions that are presented concerning 
circumcision and the questions put forth to the council relative to circumcism.  
James' purpose was to set forth ethical standards that should be observed in the 
Christian life.  It is a practical book more in the lines of how to, how to incor-
porate belief in to a life style that would be acceptable live rather than dealing 
with theological issues faced the early Christian church.  

James' stand on works and faith causes many people to have problems relative 
to that issue.  What he says and what Paul states are substantively different, it 
was for this reason that Martin Luther, who strongly taught salvation by faith 
alone and without works, called James' letter a "strawy book" or a book of 
straws.   Luther failed to understand that basically James' writing and Paul's 
writings were not that different, they basically believed the same that saving 
faith is always accompanied by good works.  So that one cannot have one 
without the other.  What most people do is to interpret James to be that one can 
be saved without faith, but that is a misreading of what James says, especially 
2:24, in which he states "a person is justified by works and not by faith alone," 
which simply means according to James the proof of one's true salvation must 
be seen in a life of obedience and the works that one does.  So James' epistle is 
a practical book for those converted to Christianity.  



  
In these 12 verses, James is referring to speech, speech in the body of Christ.  
And he uses several examples to demonstrate how some things are controlled.  
He talks about a horse and how when the bridle is placed in the horses mouth 
the entire body of the horse can be controlled.  If you have ever ridden a horse 
or for that matter driven a buggy with a horse, the reins are attached to the bri-
dle that is in the horses' mouth, and when you pull on the reins it pulls on the 
bridle, and that in turn teaches the horse to respond to the pull on the rein.  
Why, because in training the horse to a bridle, the bridle can hurt the horse 
unless the horse responds the way it should, so eventually, the horse learns to 
respond correctly to the pull on the bridle.    

Another example James uses is the rudder on a boat or a ship.  The rudder 
comes down off the bottom of the boat, and what the rudder does, is direct 
which way the water flows under the ship, thus causing the ship to turn when 
the rudder is turned.   If you have ever been on a boat or a ship on which the 
rudder broke, you know that the ship or boat was at the mercy of the water un-
til it could be repaired.  These are two very small parts of the examples that 
James uses, yet in both cases these two items are used to control the body of 
the item mentioned.  

What James does is associate the bridle and the rudder to the tongue of a hu-
man.  He mentions how a great fire can be started with a small fire.   Many 
times when the origin of  a forest fire is known, it is determined that the fire 
was started by a discarded cigarette or from a match that some one has thrown 
away, and consequently, in some cases major fires have been started.  James is 
telling us that it is possible to start a major uproar with one's tongue, simply by 
making a statement of some kind.  We may even call it gossip.  Some one is 
told something or hears something, and tells someone else, and that person 
tells another, and on and on it goes and before long a raging verbal fire is a 
blaze.  It is like that old game where you tell a person something that person 
passes it on until it gets to the end, and the last person is supposed to reveal 
what said and many times what is finally reported is nothing like what was 
originally said.  So it is the tongue that can start a major fire and it has been 
proven to be correct.    

To control that and to prevent major verbal fires and confrontation, the tongue 
needs to be controlled.  I watched the newest version; I think it's a year or two 
old remake, of the War of the Worlds movie.  In the movie the son and his fa-
ther get into an argument.  The father and mother are divorced and the children 
see their father on weekends, in the movie the father and son get into a con-
frontation with each other, and the son blurts out to his father, how he hates 
coming to see him.  The words devastate the father and the son realizes that 
even though he had such thoughts he never should have said them.  Words can 



  
hurt, we say things in anger, we say things without thinking, and what happens 
is our tongues start a fire that no matter what is said or done from that point on, 
there is a shadow that over hangs the future and that shadow is the words that 
are spoken, and they can shape the future of any relationship.   Our speech is 
reflective of what we truly believe not only as members of the Body of Christ, 
but in our society.  

It is discouraging when we look around at the words and the language that 
people use, not just adults but children.  When I grew up I had a friend that 
lived around the corner from us that swore all the time.  It didn't matter who he 
was with or where he was, he swore.  I knew, if my parents ever heard me talk 
like that, they would threaten to wash my mouth out with Lava soap.  I don't 
know if that soap is still made but it was a terrible hard soap.  One day I said 
something to him about swearing and he told me that his parents didn't care, in 
fact, he used that kind of language around his parents, and he was correct they 
didn't seem to care.  Only once did I ever hear his mother say something to him 
and she said I wish you wouldn't talk like that, nothing else.  But they talked 
like that so it didn't matter if he did or did not.   

Listen to the way people talk today.  Sit in a mall and listen to the language 
people use.  Years ago, censorship of the media was a big item.  People were 
not permitted to say, write or sing some words and the censors used to block 
out the words that were not permitted.  Today, the wrong words are being 
blocked from the means of communication, whether it is on television, the ra-
dio, song or papers and magazines.  It is almost like anything goes as to the 
language that is being used.  What is happening is that what is being said and 
shown is being picked up and used by children, teens and adults to the point 
where, what was once considered to be vulgar and dirty language, is being 
used as every day, common  language.  It used to be that if children used cuss 
words, they guarded against using them around adults.  All kids did it, I doubt 
if there is a person here who didn't as a kid use a swear word, but around other 
kids, not adults.  Today, children talk that way with and to adults, and adults 
talk that way to children and no one even flinches when such words are used.  

It is a shame young people use such language to the point where no one, not 
even parents seem to be able to do anything about it, and why, because adults 
use the same language.  For example, when a student calls a teacher a dirty 
name or uses dirty language in the classroom, and teachers can't do anything 
about it, except to talk to the parents, only to find out, the parents use the same 
language the student used.    

Our speech is reflective of the direction our culture and society is headed and 
when we are allowed to disrespect God, and others, it is a sad commentary.   



  
And that is exactly what is happening.  We permit the use of four letter words, 
and dirty language on our airways and written medias, but at the same time, we 
are not permitted to use the word God or to refer to God in terms of Jesus 
Christ because in doing so, we might offend someone who is not a believer.  

Our speech is reflective of the direction in which our society and culture is 
moving, and the disgrace is that we do not bridle our tongues publicly or pri-
vately as we have the horse and bride; or that we do not refrain from criticizing 
and destroying those around us by the words we speak and the language we 
use.  It is more than just the direction of our society; our language reflects our 
true relationship that we proclaim in Jesus Christ.    

It is in our language and our speech that we either build up the body of Christ 
and our brothers and sisters or we tear them down.  There is a story told about 
Ted Kluzuski.  the baseball player, and as you may or may not know, Ted was 
polish.  At a luncheon a man sat across the table from him and apparently not 
knowing that Ted was polish, the man leaned forward and made a comment 
that he had a good joke to tell about a Polish man, and Ted leaned forward and 
placed one of his huge fists and forearm on the table, and the man looked at 
Ted, looked at his fist and arm and sat back in his chair and didn't say a word.     
Jokes can be told and yet, we declare we are not racists, or we can tell jokes 
about people's sexuality and yet, declare we do not discriminate.  All of this 
clearly demonstrates how inconsistent we can be.  James says we bless and 
praise the Lord with the same tongue with which we curse those who are made 
in God's likeness, and from the same mouth comes cursings and blessings, and 
my brothers and sisters this should not be. Our true feelings, likes and dislikes, 
are reflected in the language we speak.  What we need to do is to demonstrate 
through our language the lives that we lead, so that not only do our lives reflect 
our relationship with God but our relationship with him is reflective in our 
speech also. 


