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                                          I Corinthians 12:12-31a  

The first part of Chapter 12 of Paul's first letter to the Corinthians, is a portion that deals with the 
gifts of the Spirit.  We all talk about the Spirit and everyone makes reference to the gifts that the 
Spirit entrusts with those who become members of the Body of Christ, and it is the Spirit that 
gives the gifts to the members.  The reason that Paul dealt with the spiritual gifts that were given 
is because the Corinthian church abounded with spiritual gifts.  One of the problems that arouse 
is the people began to misuse the gifts that they had been given. Remember these are new cov-
erts, they were not raised in the faith nor for some raised in a faith that was monotheistic as was 
the Jewish faith, of which a part of them were from.   They were infants in the faith and with that 
infancy came the lack of maturity in using the gifts they had received and so he warns them that 
these are the gifts that are given and they are to be used wisely in the ministry to which each had 
been called and in doing so the gifts are activated by the Spirit itself so that a viable ministry is 
carried out and done so in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.   That's not hard to understand, as 
members of the Body of Christ, each of us has abilities or gifts that are different from everyone 
else, within the Body.  

Paul was trying to explain to them that each of them had different gifts given to them by the 
Spirit and in that they were able to carry out their ministry and mission to fulfill the great com-
mission, but what was happening was that some who were abusing the gifts they had.   This is 
why he said that on one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says let Jesus be cursed.  The early 
church was faced with those who blasphemed and curse Jesus as being an imposter and if they 
were in the Spirit they wouldn't be doing such things, or if they were, they were not in the Spirit 
and until they received Christ they were not in the Spirit and they did not have the gifts of the 
Spirit, so caution is given in the abuse and the use of the gifts and by those who use them.    

Paul emphasizes the fact that different gifts are given to the members of the Body, and this done 
because it is believed that this church, this congregation in Corinth, had an over abundance of 
those who spoke in tongues, which is according to Paul, on of the gifts of the Spirit, and that the 
people were overtaken, were captivated by those who spoke in tongues, which is where the 
abuse of the gifts that are given may arise.  So what Paul does is to down play the gift of tongues, 
is in his list of gifts, he puts the gift of tongues last, and then encourages the members to strive 
for a greater gift reminding them that these gifts come from the Spirit.  He knew that while those 
who had the gift of tongues, were drawing the importance and the attention of those who did not, 
and what he wanted them to be aware of is that the body cannot function without the others and 
the gifts that each one had, and with that he turns to a discussion concerning the human body and 
it's anatomy.  

There are a large number of items that Paul could have used in this analogy.  Today, we could 
use a motor, Paul didn't have a motor he could use, or we could use a rocket.  I think that would 
be a great analogy, the problem is that most of us would not understand what was being said, so 
Paul took a very common item, the human body and compares it to the Body of Christ.   

He starts out by saying all the members of the body are one.  When we talk about the human 
body, we talk about it in totality.  Unless we are being specific as to a certain part of the body, 
when we say body, we mean the whole thing.  From the head right down to the toes.  Think of it 
in terms of exercise.  Unless you do specific exercise, when we exercise, we exercise the entire 



  
body.  For example, I try and walk a three or four times a week, in doing that, I am not just exer-
cising to just work my legs; I'm exercising for my whole body's condition and as my doctor as 
said, we do this to fine tune the body.  You can get specific and do exercises that will benefit 
specific parts of the body but general exercise is for the whole body, this is what Paul is talking 
about the whole, body and he says that the body has many members, but it is one.  In the Body of 
Christ there are many members, he names a few, Greeks, Jews, some would be considered pa-
gans, slaves and free, all these people who come with different backgrounds, different races; yet 
when they are in the body, they are one.  They are all important.  The Greek isn't any more im-
portant than the Jew or the slave over the free or the black over the white, they are all of equal 
importance, and Paul reminds us of this when he says that we baptized into one body in the 
Spirit.  Baptism in the Spirit brings us together as one.   

Sp Paul looks at this in the terms of our physical bodies, which are made up of many parts.  We 
have hands, feet, eyes, ears, a mouth, a nose and then we have all the organs inside that we can-
not see.  And when all of this is together, we have a functional body.  We realize that portions of 
our bodies can be removed and we can still function, and we can still carry on, but when that 
happens other parts of the body fills in and picks up what the removed part did.  For example, if 
you lose your sight or your eyes.  There is no other portion of your body that can see for you, as 
Paul says, the ears cannot see nor could the eyes hear, if we lost our hearing.  What happens is if 
you cannot see, your hearing picks up and one who is blind becomes more sensitive to sounds, 
and through that the body makes adjustments for not having sight.   But the body is designed so 
that every portion of the body has a task and as long as that portion does what it is designed to 
do, then the body functions as it should.  

This too is what Paul is saying occurs in the Body of Christ, each member within the body has a 
gift and each member is to use the gift that it has and in doing so the body ministers as it should, 
and fulfills the great commission; but if one of two things happens or if both things happen, then 
the body falters and fails.  First, if the body places emphasis on one gift over all the others.  This 
was one of the problems in the Corinthian church.  Emphasis was placed on speaking in tongues 
and everyone wanted the gift of speaking in tongues.  If they could all speak in tongues, what 
would be the advantage of the church's ministry?  None, they would then have no one who could 
proclaim the word.    

Look at the choir, what if everyone had the gift to sing? Would we have a choir, no, we would 
have a congregation that could sing beautifully and there would be no need to have a separate 
choir that could lead us in singing praise to God.  Or consider the gift of teaching, if we were all 
teachers there would be no students.  Any gift that one has is as important as any other gift that is 
within the body.  The gifts are given so that the body can function and carry out the ministry 
which the body is undertaking; what happens is that members fail to use the gifts they have.  

Paul says, the eye says I am not a part of the body because I am not an ear, or I am not a part of 
the body because I am not hand.   As soon as a part of the body says, I can't teach or I can't sing 
or I can't pray, that begins to weaken the body.  I know a group of people who are going to a per-
sonal trainer every Saturday morning.  One of the things this group has been told, is that they are 
not to use the word can't and if one of the group uses the word can't, there is a punishment, but 
not for the person who uses the word, but for the group.  In other words if the trainer tells the 
group to do 10 push ups and one member says, I can't do that, the trainer may tell the rest of the 
group to do 15 push ups and makes the one who used the word, watch.  If you were part of the 



  
group, and you had to do 15 push ups instead of the original 10 that someone said they couldn't 
do, how would you feel.  A little upset?  As soon as a member of the body of Christ, says I can't 
do something that should make the entire body upset; because that one word limits what the 
body can and can't do.  

If you have the ability to teach or to lead a small group, if you fail to volunteer or come forward 
to do that which is required, then the body is handicapped by you and your failure to use the gift 
that you have.  It's like a chain, and we've all heard the old saying a chain is only as strong as it's 
weakest link, and that is true.  If you have a chain that can hold 50 pounds and you attach a link 
to that chain that can only hold 25 pounds, then what you have done, is to weaken the strength of 
that chain by adding a link that is less than what the chain could hold.  From that point on, the 
strength of the chain is only good for holding 25 pounds and not 50.    

The body of Christ needs its members to use their gifts in the ministry of the body and if one 
member of the body fails to use the gifts that he or she possess, then the strength and the ministry 
of that body is limited by that one member.  Part of our faith journey is growing in our relation-
ship with God and realizing the gifts that we have and as we mature in our faith journey the use 
of our gifts become second nature to us.  We use them without thinking, we realize that we have 
these gifts and we use them.  You don't have to ask your eye to see something, when something 
appears in front of you your eye responds or the ear responds to sound, or if you eat something, 
you don't have to ask your stomach to digest what was eaten, it does because that is what it is 
designed to do.  Each within the body is important.  

The same is true in the body of Christ all are of the same importance.  Each gift that each mem-
ber of the body has is to be used in the ministry of the body and unless the gifts are used, then 
the body is limited for in the Body of Christ there is none that is more important than an other for 
each are important to carry out the ministry of the Body, which God has called upon it to carry 
out. 


