
  
March 11, 2007                   "THINGS HAPPEN"                       Isaiah 55:1-9  

                                                  Luke 13:1-9  

There was a commercial on television that I used in a Caller article last year.  It should a man 
pushing a little boy in a swing, and it goes back and forth, then it comes back with a man in the 
swing and hits the pusher and a statement that says life comes at you fast.  Now there are similar 
commercials one of which a knock comes at a woman's door and when she opens it there is this 
huge man with a sheet of paper that says "rent due," and then the statement that says life hap-
pens.  And that is true, life happens, and things happen in life.  There are a couple emails that 
going around, and have for some time that points this out and raises questions.  A couple are why 
do doctors and lawyers call what they do practices.  Do they ever stop practicing?  The more you 
think about it, that is an interesting question, and while it may or may not be rhetorical, have you 
ever wondered about why what doctors and lawyers do called practices.  Then there is another 
one that asks the question why is the word abbreviation such a long word?  Granted these are 
silly things to be pondering and they are more or less rhetorical in nature and for the most part 
cannot be answered, yet, they are all perfect examples of the fact that things happen, that's just 
the way they are with no explanation or at least no explanation that most people know or under-
stand.   

It is like that old saying, don't cry over spilt milk.  There are other things in life that deserve our 
attention and our tears far greater than spilt milk as the milk can be cleaned up as if nothing ever 
happened, and yet we know in life that some things happen that can never be cleaned up or every 
repaired; and those are more to be concerned about than the spilling of milk.  We go through life, 
and somewhere in our lives we come to realize that we do not know everything, nor are we going 
to be able to understand everything; and some times things just happen.  

One Jewish belief was that sin caused one to suffer.  If you recall a blind man came to Jesus for 
healing and the disciples asked Jesus, who sinned the parents of the man or was it the sin of the 
man that caused his own blindness.  Jesus' reply to the question gives an indication that it is not a 
matter of who sinned that caused the blindness as that is not the issue.  The main focus in the 
story about the blind man was for the purpose of revealing to those present the awesome power 
and glory of God in healing the man, which did occur.  It is also an indication that sometimes life 
just isn't fair.    

Thinking logically and rationally, one might think and believe that the good have it easy 
throughout life and yet, we read in Psalm 73, the author says, I saw the prosperity of the wicked, 
they have no pain, their bodies are sound and sleek, they are not in trouble as others are; they are 
not plagued like other people, pride is their necklace, their eyes swell up with fatness, …then he 
says, they set their mouths against heaven and their tongues range over the earth.  These are ones 
who are of the unrighteous lot according to the Psalmist and yet, they prosper, that doesn't seem 
right.   It is like the student who studies and studies for a test and when the student receives the 
test grade finds out he or she failed, while sitting there is a student who studied very little and 
passed with flying colors, it isn't fair, that's not the way things should be.  But when it comes 
down to it, that's just the way life is and that is exactly what Jesus points out on several occa-
sions and one just happened to be when questioned about the man born blind. 



   
Another is found here in the gospel of Luke, and this incident described in Luke is only found in 
this chapter.  The only information that is known about this incident is found right here in Luke, 
it is in no other gospel and not referred to any where else.  Apparently a group of Galileans were 
in the act of making sacrifices and Pilate's soldiers slaughtered them, and in the process the 
blood of the Galileans was mingled with the blood of the sacrifices that were being offered.   
This must have been recent as those present with Jesus and Jesus himself, knew this happened.  
I'm sure they had been talking about it as Jesus asks them, "Do you think that because these Gali-
leans suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all the other Galileans?"  Basically the 
question that Jesus asks is if they thought those that got murdered were terrible sinners and that 
is why they were put to death in the manner in which they died.  Here was a group of people of-
fering up their sacrifices and they get slaughtered by the Romans, was it because they were so 
terrible in life that they were caused to die a terrible death?  Jesus answers his own question and 
says no,  I tell you; but unless you will repent you will perish as they did; and then he mentions 
the tower of Siloam that fell on 18 and again he tells them the same thing.  They didn't die be-
cause of their sins, but if those listening did not repent they would perish as did those who were 
killed by the falling tower.  

When you read the book of Job, it is devastating to think that God would allow to happen to one 
of his children that whick happened to Job.  People often ask, why would God permit something 
like that to happen.   Job's total life was destroyed.  When you read the beginning of the book, 
you have to remember the discussion between Satan and God, and in that discussion, God told 
Satan that he could do as he wished to Job but he could not kill him, and what Job came to un-
derstand through all of this is that things to do happen in life, and it is not a matter of whether or 
not God allows them to happen, they do.  The story of Job actually applies to everyone, it clearly 
demonstrates that things happen and they happen, which cause people to suffer, and in the case 
of Job as it so often seems for others, Job had done nothing to receive of the pain and suffering 
that he underwent, but he also knew that God never promised to him or anyone that he is going 
to protect Job or anyone from things that happen in life, because things do happen.  The story of 
Job, never answers the question "why me" but it does give the means by which that which is not 
understood is acceptable.  We may not know why things happen the way they do.  Car accidents 
occur and people may get killed and others walk away without a scratch.  People who seem to be 
in perfect health end up terminally ill or joggers, who are fit and trim drop dead.  Things happen 
because life is not always fair, and why do they happen is the question we ask, but not the right 
one.  The question to ask is, have they repented or have we repented to where we can accept that 
which does happen.    

While those asking the question to Jesus were concerned about the fact that blood of  those offer-
ing sacrifices was mingled with the blood of the sacrifice, that was one scenario; and 18 were 
killed by the falling of the tower, that is a second scenario; but what Jesus is saying as he says to 
us is that it doesn't matter how they died or what caused them to be killed they were not greater 
offenders than anyone else that caused them to die or be killed because things happen, that is part 
of his response to them.  The important part of his response was the statement, "unless you re-
pent, you will all perish just as they did."  That is the main focus of this entire discourse.   



  
It isn't a matter of what happened to the people, I'm sure it was horrible that the soldiers killed 
these people or that the wall fell on the other group, but things like that happen.  We can look 
around and we can see that it occurs even today, and there is no need for us to question God as to 
why they happen because they do.  Things happen in this life and things happen that are unex-
pected, but what one needs to do is to be prepared for the inevitable or ultimate which is death 
and apparently those who had been killed by the soldiers and the falling tower, were not pre-
pared for something like that to happen.  It brings us to the story of the thief in the night.  

If the owner of the house knew when the thief was going to break in, then the owner of the house 
would have been prepared for the thief to come and break in.  He could have set a security sys-
tem or a watch for a thief to come and rob him, but he didn't know when the thief was coming 
and he didn't expect the thief to come.  For example, it's when you go on a trip, you prepare and 
get ready for the day that you leave and will be gone.  You pack your suitcase, you arrange and 
get the means for transportation for the trip, the reservations are made, so when the time comes, 
you are all prepared for the trip that you planned.     

Much like life, we know that one day our lives will come to an end.  We know, and scripture af-
firms that if we are born in the flesh, one day this physical body will cease to exist, this earthen 
vessel as Paul calls it, will physically die.  When that day will occur, unless one takes one's own 
life, the day that we die is unknown to us.  Even doctors who treat patient for terminal illness do 
not know the day.  A doctor may tell a patient, the patient has two months to live, that may or 
may not be true, it will depend on how long the body can exist in the state the body is in, and it 
also, and I'm becoming more and more convinced of this, it can also be determined by a person's 
will to live.  But even in that, the day is unknown.  So what Jesus said was, the rest is not impor-
tant, what is important is whether or not you are prepared for that day and by being prepared he 
means repent from a sinful way.  That is what is important, not necessarily how or why a person 
dies, what is important is to be prepared for the inevitable right now because we are never sure 
when it will occur.    

Jesus is saying that life is not fair and things do happen, but unless one repents of one's sins, one 
may be lost as were those who died, if they failed to repent.  Suffering, pain, agony, even death 
itself comes as a result of a broken world, and included in that is the fact that life is not fair and it 
is not dealt out evenly to everyone.   Regardless of the fairness of life or not, we know that we 
will die and in that thinking we need to be prepared in this life for the life that follows and what 
we need to do is to realize that in this life, things happen, and things happen to which there is no 
explanation.    


