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The Mind of Christ – I Corinthians 2:1-16 / Romans 15:14-19  

Last week I said I would be preaching the lectionary these first several weeks, because I don’t know 
you well enough to determine what to say.  That being said, I am not preaching from the lectionary this 
week!  I want to take some time to introduce you to the journey we are taking, as we move through the 
interim time.    

Before I begin, I want to express my sincere thanks to the Search Committee – Jim Davis, Roger 
Brummett, Kathy Glover-Grever, Mark Williams, and Betsy Van Eman.  I praise God that I won’t ever 
have to serve on a Pastor Nominating Committee!  These guys are 25 rows back on the 50-yard line in 
heaven!    

Many of you were here before Jim Bernard came eighteen years ago, when David Black was your 
interim.  Since then, interim ministry has changed. It is now much more intentional and focused, so we 
can move deliberately and smoothly to our ultimate conclusion, which is the joyful arrival of your next 
pastor.  Everyone wants that transition, and the next pastorate to be God-ordained and successful.  One 
thing that interims are fond of saying – “I am an intentional interim, so your next pastor won’t be an 
unintentional interim.”    

Officially speaking, an interim pastor is a minister invited by the session of a church without an 
installed pastor to preach the Word, administer the Sacraments, and fulfill the pastoral duties for a 
specified period not to exceed twelve months, while the church is seeking a pastor.  This period can be 
extended beyond the initial twelve months on approval by the session, the Presbytery, and (of course!) 
the pastor.  As was stated last week, the interim pastor may not become the installed pastor – not that 
you will want that to happen anyhow!         

Did you notice the order of the words describing the interim pastor’s responsibilities?  Preach the 
Word, administer the Sacraments, and fulfill the pastoral duties for the church.  I am not a consultant 
coming in here to “fix” things.  I am your pastor, first and foremost.  On the other hand, there are 
things I am here to HELP with – we are in this together, my friends.    

So what lies ahead?  I promise you, I will get to our Scripture passages for today, but I want to do 
something different.  I said last week that I would open the backpack I brought with me.  It serves as a 
reminder of the temporary nature of my work here.    

First, we pull out a mirror.  With a mirror, we can look behind, can’t we?  We see what we’ve just 
passed.  The first thing we will do in our journey together is called, “Coming to Terms with History.”  
When I was interviewing for this position, I went to the Calvin website and read the history, prepared 
by our Resident Historian, Bob Bridges.  Wow – what a great story!  I also was able to read-between-
the-lines in a few places, and I formed some initial impressions, based on my own experiences.  

The main thing is this – it’s important for a congregation to know its history so it can appreciate its 
heritage, and at the same time be aware of the issues and concerns that need to be resolved in order to 
move freely into the future.  Every church has stories it loves to tell, but every church has untold 
stories as well.  I am not a psychiatrist, nor am I suggesting that there are dark secrets that have been 
swept under the rug. But if there are any issues out there, we need to name them, take ownership of 
them, and address them.  Maybe there was conflict at one time, and we know from our history there 
was.  Once we are in control of these old stories, and our old feelings, we can move forward.   
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Of course, with a mirror, we can use that same mirror to look at our own image, can’t we?  This is the 
next step in the journey, called “Discovering a New Identity.”  This is very interesting, and will take 
the most time.  Discovering a New Identity is the task of understanding who we are now in our present 
context, and what it is we understand God is calling us to be.  Discovering a New Identity is the task of 
developing the vision to which this congregation is being called.    

Let me repeat that last phrase, “…the vision to which this congregation is being called.”  As we will 
soon read, this is exactly what Paul said to the church at Corinth.  It is not we who formulate our 
vision, it is God who calls us to a vision!   

Obviously, we are a different church than we were in January 1989, when Jim Bernard was called.  
The community is different too.  There is a multitude of differences, and we need address each one, 
and decide what we think about them.  We will work through all this.  Those of you who have spent 
any time with me will notice I am constantly asking questions – what about this?  What do you think 
about that?  How do we do things, and why do we do it that way?  Together, we will talk about who 
we are, and where we think God is calling us.    

Even in my short time here, I have discovered some particular aspects of Calvin’s identity.  For 
example, nearly everyone has asked me what I think about the Liturgy Teams – that’s part of our 
identity!  Also, the fellowship after church – that’s another part.  We have a very strong music program 
– this is an essential part of our identity we don’t want to lose.  Discovering a New Identity is essential 
for us to move forward.  How will we know whom to call if we don’t know who we are?    

What do we have next?  How about a baton?  What does one do with a baton?  Lead!  The next thing is 
“Shifts of Power and Leadership Changes.”  This does not mean that I am here to clean house!  Believe 
me, we have great leaders in this great church!  I was astonished and impressed to hear that our Elders 
and Deacons had a retreat without a pastor!  The response was great – “Well, yeah! What else would 
we do?”  

Over time, leadership may take on much of the style and values of the pastor.  When that pastor leaves, 
some folks who have been in leadership might rethink their commitment and determine whether or not 
they want to continue in their particular positions.  Maybe the current leaders want to lead in some 
other way.    

Conversely, the interim time may be an opportunity for others to take on new leadership roles.  We 
must approach this phase very carefully, with extreme tact and grace.  This is a good time to empower 
those who have been on the sidelines, and to welcome new leadership gifts from all parts of the 
congregation.    

This is not like an administration change in Washington!  I want every leader to stay put!  But there are 
lots of opportunities to have new voices heard, and for others to step up as we move into an exciting 
future.    

From what I have heard these past several days, the next task may be somewhat stickier.  The best I 
could come up with was a chain.  It’s not to suggest “being in chains” or something like that.  It’s 
called “Rethinking Denominational Linkages.”  Calvin’s relationship with the Cincinnati Presbytery, 
and with the PCUSA, may not be so good.  We will be working closely with our Presbytery as we 
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move through the journey.  They will be working with us, answering questions and providing support.  
Believe me, they want us to succeed, and they want Calvin to prosper!  By the end of my time here, we 
will have a better appreciation of what it means to be Presbyterian, and who the local leaders are.      

Finally, and we will all see this one coming – it’s called “Commitment to New Leadership and to a 
New Future.”  Yes, I am here to be your pastor, and I am certain that I will fall in love with you during 
my time.  We will have many joys and sorrows.  But the only reason I am here is to “set the table” for 
the next person.  That explains the table setting in the backpack.    

In my opinion, interim ministry could be considered the purest form of ministry – it’s not about me, 
folks, it’s about you.  Every question I ask, every recommendation I make, will be in the best interests 
of Calvin Church.  I’m leaving, so I only want what’s best for this great church, not for me.      

Now to our Scripture!  Paul wrote to the young churches to keep in touch, but he also wrote his letters 
to address the problems they were having!  Imagine!  Churches with problems!  Some things never 
change, do they?  

Listen to what Paul had to say to the church at Corinth:  
1 Corinthians 2:1-5: When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the 
mystery of God to you in lofty words or wisdom.  2 For I decided to know nothing among you 
except Jesus Christ, and him crucified.  3 And I came to you in weakness and in fear and in 
much trembling.  4 My speech and my proclamation were not with plausible words of wisdom, 
but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power,  5 so that your faith might rest not on 
human wisdom but on the power of God.    

Let’s pause – I do not have lofty words or wisdom, and I can assure you, I come to you in fear and 
trembling.  I have no problem speaking in front of groups, but believe me, I stand here in awe of the 
privilege of being your pastor, and preaching God’s Word.  I can promise you, I will keep that fear 
within me as we proceed.  We are the Body of Christ, and Christ is the Head of this great church.  I 
will preach nothing except Christ, and him crucified.  The only power we will rely on is the power of 
God.    

Let’s continue, Verses 6-11:  
Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or of the 
rulers of this age, who are doomed to perish.  7 But we speak God's wisdom, secret and hidden, 
which God decreed before the ages for our glory.  8 None of the rulers of this age understood 
this; for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.  9 But, as it is written, 
"What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human heart conceived, what God has prepared 
for those who love him"--  10 these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the 
Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God.  11 For what human being knows what is 
truly human except the human spirit that is within? So also no one comprehends what is truly 
God's except the Spirit of God.    

As usual, Paul continues to press his point – if we think we have things figured out based upon our 
own wisdom, we are doomed to failure.  This is probably the most tempting thing for me, a trained 
manager.  I see the issues, and POW!  Let’s do this!  Let’s do that!    

My friends, we need God’s wisdom, not our own.  If the rulers of the age, as Paul calls them, were so 
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smart, why did they crucify Jesus?  We need to be very careful that our thoughts and actions are 
steeped in and powered by God’s wisdom and Spirit.    

Finally verses 12-16:  
Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that we 
may understand the gifts bestowed on us by God.  13 And we speak of these things in words not 
taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual things to those who are 
spiritual.  14 Those who are unspiritual do not receive the gifts of God's Spirit, for they are 
foolishness to them, and they are unable to understand them because they are spiritually 
discerned.  15 Those who are spiritual discern all things, and they are themselves subject to no 
one else's scrutiny…   

I want to focus on the last verse: For who has known the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?" But 
we have the mind of Christ.  My friends, only God knows how things will turn out here.  That person is 
out there, faithfully serving his or her congregation, not knowing, that this great loving community is 
next!  Who can know the mind of the Lord?  Only God!  And we must be constant prayer, asking God 
to guide us.    

The last thing in my pack is this brush – no, we are not planning a barbecue, but that’s a great idea!  I 
am using this to tell a story my father used to tell – it may have been one of these urban legends.  
When he was a boy, he went to summer camp, and he fell and hurt his knee.  The camp nurse cleaned 
him up as best she could, but two weeks after he got home, his knee was infected.  His mom took him 
to the doctor, and he took out a wire brush and cleaned his knee!    

My brothers and sisters in Christ, over the next several months, we may need to get out the brush.  I 
only want to highlight a few words from Paul’s letter to the church at Rome.  Let look at the first few 
verses:   

“I myself feel confident about you, my brothers and sisters, that you yourselves are full of 
goodness, filled with all knowledge, and able to instruct one another.  Nevertheless on some 
points I have written to you rather boldly by way of reminder..”   

This is a great church.  You are full of goodness, you are filled with all knowledge, and you are able to 
instruct one another.  But there may be some things I need to tell you.  There may be some things you 
may need to tell me!   We may need to get out the brush.  Believe me, it will be for our own good, so 
wounds can heal.    

And verse 17: “In Christ Jesus, then, I have reason to boast of my work for God.”  We will 
succeed, and we can boast about it.  But we will boast in Christ Jesus.    

I am excited.  I am full of joy to be here, in this place, at this time, in the life of this great church.  
Together, and I do mean together, and with God’s help, we will work through this interim time, and we 
will joyfully finish the work assigned to us by God, and welcome our next pastor.  We will have reason 
to boast, and we will boast together in Christ Jesus.    

I can’t wait to start, and I can’t wait to finish.   


