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On the Road Together – “Luke 24:13-35”  

This is one of the most beloved passages in all of Scripture.  It’s Easter Sunday afternoon, and two 
followers of Jesus are walking the seven miles from Jerusalem to Emmaus.  As we read, they are 
disappointed about what has happened, and they are discussing the events of the past days.  Emmaus 
has not been identified – for some reason, scholars can only guess where it is now.  Also, the two 
disciples are essentially unknown to us, and Cleopas is not mentioned elsewhere.    

Remember, contrary to what we may have seen on television, it was not just twelve guys following 
Jesus around – there were always lots of folks in the crowds with Jesus, including women!  Some 
scholars think that Cleopas is actually the “Clopas” of John 19:25: “Meanwhile, standing near the 
cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 
Magdalene.”  Some think that this Clopas is actually the Cleopas named here.  I have an icon in my 
office that depicts Jesus with Cleopas, and a woman, possibly his wife.    

As we consider our Scripture this morning, it’s important for us to place ourselves in the story – Luke 
is very good at this.  His writings in his gospel and in Luke and in Acts are very vivid.  Also, we must 
remember that we are sitting here, 2,000 years later, on the other side of the resurrection.  We sit here 
in the year 2008, beneficiaries of 2,000 years of witness and testimony about Christ.  We know who 
Christ is – we know from our own experiences that Jesus is indeed the Son of God, the Messiah.    

On the other hand, remember that these two disciples, who may have been following Jesus for as much 
as three years, are in a completely different situation.  These two are walking along, a mere three days 
after Jesus of Nazareth, as they called him, was betrayed, arrested, falsely tried, horribly executed, and 
buried – he was dead and gone, as far as they knew (except for some crazy stories from some of their 
women) .    

Can we ever imagine how these two felt?  In our heart of hearts, they must have been experiencing a 
range of emotions – sadness, despair, hope lost, helplessness, confusion, anger, frustration, you name 
it.    

Let’s look more closely at our passage for today.  Let’s look at the first few verses:   

Luke 24:13-16: 13 Now on that same day two of them were going to a village 
called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem,  14 and talking with each other 
about all these things that had happened.  15 While they were talking and 
discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, 16 but their eyes were 
kept from recognizing him.  

The first thing we want to notice is verse 16 – “…but their eyes were kept from recognizing him.”  The 
first point we need to make is that God is known to us only through revelation, an activity of God 
alone.    

What is revelation?  We all know what a mystery is, don’t we?  Well, revelation is when a mystery is 
explained, or revealed.  The last book of the Bible is The Revelation to John.  God is explaining a 
mystery.  Just a comment – God only gave one Revelation to John – it is not Revelations!    
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Look at what Jesus has to say to his disciples in Luke 10:22: “No one knows who the Son is except the 
Father, and no one knows who the Father is except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to 
reveal him.”   

In Matthew chapter 16, Jesus asks what folks are saying about him. After an exchange, Peter identifies 
Jesus as “…the Christ, the Son of the living God.”  Jesus answers him in Matthew 16:17: “Blessed are 
you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven.”  My 
friends, if you are in a Bible study, or doing your own devotions, of even sitting here on a Sunday 
morning, and the light goes on – if suddenly you “get it” – it’s a miracle!  That was given to you by 
God!  Sometimes God chooses to hide things from us, and these things are only revealed to us when 
God feels we are ready to see it or hear it  

Let’s continue – look at verses 17-19a:   

Luke 24:17-19a: 17 And he said to them, "What are you discussing with each 
other while you walk along?" They stood still, looking sad.  18 Then one of them, 
whose name was Cleopas, answered him, "Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem 
who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?"  19 He 
asked them, "What things?"  

My friends, Jesus is not going to force himself upon us.  He did not come upon these two disciples and 
begin to talk, waving his arms, or anything like that.  And don’t you just love Jesus’ open-ended 
question to these two?  What things?    

I remember many years ago, when I was a sales rep, we took a sales training course from Xerox – not 
to sell copiers, but to deal with customers.  One of the things we practiced over and over was, after the 
customer said something, we would say, “Oh?”  Nothing else, just “Oh?”  I still do it!  It keeps things 
going, and most important, it keeps the customer talking!  This is essentially what Jesus was doing 
with these two.    

By the way, it’s always fun to look at the original Greek – the verb here for “discuss” is actually to 
throw back and forth. And don’t you love Cleopas’ answer?  Are you crazy?  Did you just arrive from 
Mars or something?  Once again, in typical fashion, Jesus is not put off my Cleopas’ strong answer – 
he lets him vent   

Speaking of venting, look at what Cleopas has to say.  Let’s continue – we will look at what he says, 
and we hear Jesus’ loving but strong response:   

Luke 24:19-27  They replied, "The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a 
prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people,  20 and how our 
chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified 
him.  21 But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides 
all this, it is now the third day since these things took place.  22 Moreover, some 
women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning,  23 

and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they 
had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive.  24 Some of those 
who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but 
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they did not see him."  25 Then he said to them, "Oh, how foolish you are, and 
how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared!  26 Was it not 
necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his 
glory?"  27 Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them 
the things about himself in all the scriptures.  

Jesus is patient with us – he listens.  Don’t you find it interesting that Jesus did not offer any rebuttals 
in the middle of Cleopas’ comments?  Not once did he interrupt!  Do you suppose we would be so 
patient?  Also, what tone of voice do you suppose Cleopas used?  Did it get stronger as he went on?   

Back to the context of the story – we can scoff at the two disciples when they said they had hoped 
Jesus would redeem Israel.  But look at our own situation! As I said before, here we are, 2,000 years 
later, with all the books and witnesses and testimonies, but we still don’t get it, do we?  When we 
actually consider our own puny understanding of Jesus, we ALWAYS fall short of who and what he 
actually is.   

Remember my friends, we are trying to use our limited thoughts and language to discuss someone who 
is infinite and eternal – how are we to do that?  And, Jesus doesn’t mince any words, does he – “How 
foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that prophets have declared!”  

This is really important.  Remember, the two disciples had certain expectations of Jesus.  They called 
him “a prophet, mighty in deed and word before God and all the people.”  Also, they “hoped that he 
was the one to redeem Israel.”  Boy, they sure didn’t get it did they?  Would we have sold Jesus so 
short?    

Let me ask you – how often have our own expectations been different than what God eventually 
delivered?  Is Jesus simply a prophet to us?  Do we just hope Jesus is our Savior and Lord, or do we 
know and affirm this?  My friends, ten years ago, my expectations of my late 50’s were quite different 
than what actually happened – how many of us have had our heads turned upside down by God?   

Let’s continue, with one of the most amazing verses in all of Scripture: Then beginning with Moses 
and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.  Can you 
imagine?  Walking with Jesus for seven miles, and he explains everything to us!  Unfortunately, Luke 
decided to leave all the details out, so we have to look it up for ourselves.  I guess that means job 
security for Bob Bridges, doesn’t it?    

Seriously my friends, all Scripture points to Christ – both Testaments, Old and New.  Luke does not 
quote the OT like Matthew, but he knows its importance.    

So what about us? Who is Jesus to us?  What are our expectations? Is he simply a prophet, mighty in 
word and deed?  Is he someone we hope is going to redeem us from our oppressors?  Is he someone 
who has disappointed us because had to suffer? Are we uncomfortable with the idea of God suffering?  
Do we think we’re going to heaven because we’re nice people?  Was Jesus just a good guy?    

We need to start with Christ, God himself, on the cross.  We need to consider just who Jesus is, what 
he did, and why it was necessary.  For us, folks, Christ died for us.  Let our lives begin at this point  
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Let’s finish the story.    

Luke 24:28-35   28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he 
walked ahead as if he were going on.  29 But they urged him strongly, saying, 
"Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over." So he 
went in to stay with them.  30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, 
blessed and broke it, and gave it to them.  31 Then their eyes were opened, and 
they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight.  32 They said to each other, 
"Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, 
while he was opening the scriptures to us?"  33 That same hour they got up and 
returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered 
together.  34 They were saying, "The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to 
Simon!"  35 Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had been 
made known to them in the breaking of the bread.  

Again, Christ is not going to force himself upon us – we need to invite him.  Did you notice, the 
disciples didn’t take a moment to discuss things among themselves.  Gosh, how does the house look, 
should we invite this guy?  I don’t want to be too forward, what if he says no? Do we have enough 
food? Did you remember stop and buy wine?  Does he look OK? Can we trust him? Should we make 
such a commitment?    

My friends, Christ will simply walk on if we don’t invite him  

Another miracle – Luke 24:30-31: When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and 
broke it, and gave it to them.  Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished 
from their sight.  

Essentially, this is the same as verse 16, but this time, their eyes were opened.  Scholars are divided as 
to whether this is a Eucharistic meal or not – I believe it’s simply a meal, at a table – this is after the 
resurrection, and Jesus is revealed in the act of fellowship.  I am certain that all of us have experienced 
fellowship with Christ in and through fellowship.  And, that’s going to happen later today! Invite 
someone!  Any visitors here this morning?  You’re invited!    

Finally, they return to Jerusalem, compelled to share the good news with the others.  Look at verse 32: 
“Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening 
the scriptures to us?”   

Another wonderful passage, but one that is very important.  Yes, their hearts were burning within 
them, but Jesus still had not been revealed!  Their eyes were still kept from recognizing him!  We must 
not rely on our own feelings, our burning hearts, or our emotions to imagine that we are seeing Jesus.  
Jesus is not an experience, or an emotion – he is the living, breathing God incarnate.  Jesus will reveal 
himself to us when he is ready, and we must be ready to receive him.    

And what happened?  They rushed back to Jerusalem, but before they could tell the others what had 
happened to them at Emmaus, the disciples told THEM about Christ!  Notice verse 34: “The Lord has 
risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!”  
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I have read this passage dozens of times, and never saw the significance of the second half of this 
passage – God gave it to me after all this time!  By golly, another miracle! Yes, the Lord has risen 
indeed, but he has appeared to Simon! We need to think about how meaningful this clause is – Jesus 
appeared to Simon!  Simon Peter, the blustery one who had vowed to die for him, then denied him 
three times!  Once again, imagine how Peter must have felt!  Imagine how the others felt! And they 
were not just celebrating the resurrection, but forgiveness as well! My friends, we celebrate and 
worship the resurrected Jesus, but we also celebrate and worship the reconciling and forgiving Jesus 
too.      

So here we are, my first Sunday as Interim Pastor to this great church – where do we go from here?  
What will be the road we travel?    

1. Regardless what we may think, Jesus has been walking alongside us as we travel the road of 
life – we may not recognize him, but he’s there, just the same.    

2. We are going to be in conversation with God as we go along the road, and he will reveal things 
to us, but only when he thinks we are ready.  

3. Jesus is going to ask lots of open-ended questions, and our answers need to be honest and 
straightforward.  And, if we get upset with the progress, or with each other (imagine!), God will 
be patient with us – he will listen to our lamentations  

4. If we need to be admonished (once again, imagine!), God will lovingly do that as well – it may 
come from an unrecognizable fellow traveler, but God will doing the talking!  

5. If we have visitors in our midst, we need to offer the gift of hospitality – who knows?  We may 
be entertaining angels!  These two guys thought it was simply a fellow traveler, and it was 
Jesus!   

6. We need to share our good news with others – Christ has risen indeed, and he has appeared to 
us…   

We don’t know what happened to Cleopas and his traveling companion.  Did they remain in 
Jerusalem?  Did they go back to their lives in Emmaus?  We don’t know.  But we DO know that their 
lives were eternally changed.  Disappointed as they were, they met and walked with Christ along their 
road – he came alongside, and he ministered to them.    

My brothers and sisters in Christ, we are just beginning our journey together.  I will make a wild guess 
and presume that there are some assumptions here today about how it’s going to end.  On the other 
hand, if we look back on our own history of guessing how things will turn out, we are probably wrong 
most of the time, aren’t we?    

So why don’t we just be patient for God to open our eyes?    

Jesus is alongside – let’s begin the journey together.   


