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TO BE"                                       John 21:1-19  

If you watch TV commercials, you have probably noticed that, and this occurs es-
pecially in food commercials, there will be a commercial for a baking product such 
as baking a cake, the commercial shows the end result of  this beautiful cake and if 
you buy this cake mix, this is what the result will look like, and so you go and you 
buy the mix, and when you finish you realize, although it may taste the same, it 
does not turn out the way it was suppose to look on TV. The ones that I really like 
are the fast food commercials with the buying of hamburgers or cheeseburgers and 
they show this beautiful burger with everything neatly placed in the package.  
When you get one at that fast food restaurant, the only similarity is the ingredients, 
because it looks like everything is thrown together and basically, that's exactly 
what happens, that's why their called fast food, made very fast, looks are not im-
portant, yet in the commercials they are beautiful.  

All of us have made plans and done everything possible to set those plans in mo-
tion, only to have the end result turn out not the way it was supposed to be.  This 
can happen in many areas of our lives, we set about doing something and due to 
circumstances beyond our control and in our control, and things sometimes turn 
out differently than expected.   Jesus knew what was expected of him when he be-
gan his ministry after his baptism and wandering in the wilderness.  He knew that 
he was to reveal to people the love of God.  How he was to do this was through his 
words, his teaching and preaching; and his demonstrations of power recorded as 
miracles.  Through these means, he revealed the love of God, that God has the 
power to provide for mankind's needs even to the point of healing of physical sick-
ness, restoring healthy spirits to those possessed by demons; and immediate needs 
with such things has eating, the feeding of the 5,000.  So he knew that this was part 
of his mission.  He also knew that upon his entry into Jerusalem he was going to be 
turned over to sinners, crucified and killed and buried.  We know he knew this be-
cause the writers of the gospels report his telling the disciples this is what is going 
to happen when they arrive in Jerusalem.  Peter told him that he would follow him 
even unto death, and it was then that Jesus told him that he would deny him three 
times before the cock crowed or before the dawning of a new day, once he was ar-
rested.  But that doesn't mean that Jesus did wanted it to be that way.  He prayed in 
the garden for the father to remove this cup from his head.  In other words, let's try 
something different, let's not do it the planned way, but come up with another 
means by which this could occur.  So he knew what was supposed to happen and 
he knew how it was supposed to be carried out and that was through his death and 
ultimately the resurrection, because that was the chapter of God's love over death 
and the grave. 



   
But what about the disciples, was this the way they anticipated the outcome of their 
three years with Jesus, that Jesus would be killed and then rise again from the 
dead?  What did they think was suppose to happen, when they decided to follow 
Jesus?  And they decided to follow him, he called and they responded, in some 
cases, leaving their nets and families, Matthew left his tax business, they all left 
something and started out following him when he called them.  They made that de-
cision for themselves.  Once they started on this three year journey with him, and 
as they began to hear and watch him, they began to think this might be the Mes-
siah, the expected One.  If that was so, and Jesus was the Messiah, then they had 
the historical and traditions of what the Messiah would be like and then they could  
decide if Jesus was the one who fit the traditional role of Messiah.  

The word Messiah was a term that was applied to a person who was anointed with 
holy oil as the high priest or king.  Although it was applied to the patriarchs Abra-
ham and Isaac and to King Cyrus, as ones who were chosen to administer the king-
dom of God.  Saul and David were both anointed King, but due to Saul's departure 
from obedience to God, David was promised that the throne would remain in his 
family forever.  It was then that prophecies began to appear that this Messiah 
would be the deliver of the people.  Jeremiah 23:5, 6 states: "The days are surely 
coming says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous branch, and he 
shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in 
the land.   In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live safety."    

The historical aspect of David was that he was a good king, although he too de-
parted from obedience to God and sinned, he was a good political leader, uniting 
the northern and southern kingdoms, he was a military leader that led his army and 
troops in battle and once he atoned for his sins, he reestablished his relationship 
with Yahweh.  It was from David's lineage that they looked for the Messiah to 
come and if David were all of these things, then the one that would come in the 
name of David would also be of like nature to David.  The one coming would fol-
low in ancestor David's footsteps.  This is who they anticipated the Messiah to be.  
What else would they expect from the Messiah?  A similar analogy might be the 
election of a president.  Not looking at the political party of the president, there is a 
historical nature of the presidency who is elected to the office.  Over time, the re-
sponsibilities of the office and the characteristics of the office change, but that is 
due to history and the enactment of laws, but there is a historical aspect that comes 
into play when a person is elected to be president, and we could say this applies to 
any office, not just the presidency.  



  
The disciples anticipated what the Messiah would be like and what was revealed, 
was not the way it historically and traditionally was supposed to be.  In the gospel 
of Mark, when Jesus asks the disciples who do people say that I am, they respond 
Elijah, John the Baptist or one of the prophets, then he asks who do you say I am, 
and Peter answers you are the Messiah, and Mark tells us that Jesus told them 
sternly not to tell anyone.  This makes us think that Jesus himself was not giving 
them any reason to change their concept of the Messiah to him being the Savior 
that he would be.    

In the garden when Jesus was arrested, when they went to take Jesus, Simon Peter 
pulls out his sword and cut off the ear of the servant of the chief priest.  This gives 
us an indication that even the disciples expected some type of military conflict to 
free the chosen people from the oppression of the Romans so that the Messiah 
could gain back the throne of David, that's what it seems like the disciples antici-
pated or why else would Peter be carrying a sword.  If we look at the night that Je-
sus was crucified and the following days, the disciples were doing nothing except 
more than likely grieving over Jesus' death.  They returned to the upper room or at 
least were gathered together in one place.  The day following was the Sabbath, they 
could do nothing on the Sabbath, so they were together when the first day of the 
week arrived, and when it arrived, and they heard the news that Jesus had risen, 
what did they do, Peter went to the tomb and then went home.  John's gospel, says 
that John went with Peter to the tomb and when John went in, he saw and believe, 
but believed what, the tomb was empty, that Jesus had risen?  Then we are told that 
Jesus appeared to the ten in the house where they had met, the doors and windows 
were locked for fear of their lives and Jesus came and stood among them.  Thomas 
was not present and when he heard, we know the story, he doubted Jesus had ap-
peared to them, until a week later they were in the room and Thomas was with 
them, and Jesus appeared.  John goes on to tell us that Jesus appeared and did other 
signs to his disciples, but whatever Jesus did, this is not what they expected, this 
was not the way it was supposed to be.    

Even though they had met and seen the resurrected Lord, when we read this por-
tion of John, what do they do?  They are on the shore of the Sea of Tiberias, which 
is another name for the Sea of Galilee, and they decide to go fishing.  Remember 
these men were fishermen to begin with, so they went back to what they were do-
ing before they began to follow Jesus.  Maybe they were going to do recreational 
fishing, and maybe they were going to fish commercially as they fished all night.  
In any case, what they expected in their relationship with Jesus did not come about 
so they were on the road to returning to their normal life of fishing.  Jesus had ap-
peared to them, they knew that he had risen; and yet, they went fishing.  They had 



  
no idea as to what to do with what had been revealed to them because it was not 
what it was supposed to be.  

One author talking about this scenario in John, with the disciples being on the side 
of the Sea of Tiberias, wrote the disciples were comfortable in what they had been 
doing and so they went back and continued to do that with which they were the 
most comfortable.  This is something they knew, even to the point they talk about 
"the" boat and not "a" boat, indicating they had used the boat before, it was some-
thing they felt comfortable using and fishing from it, so they went back to fishing.  
He went on to write, imagine the conversation as they sat fishing all night with 
questions like, "what do we do now," or "what could have gone wrong?"  What 
happened was not the way it was supposed to be for them.

 

God does not always act according to the ways of humanity.  What was and what 
could have been, was not what God intended.  The prime example is Paul.  Paul 
breathing threats of imprisonment was on his way to Damascus to imprison anyone 
he could find that was following Christ, and on the road he was blinded by a light 
and a voice asking, "Saul, why do you persecute me?"  That isn't what was sup-
posed to happen to Paul, what was suppose to happen was that he was supposed to 
imprison a group of people and destroy the group that was following Jesus, and it 
didn't happen that way.  God designed and had his own means by which the salva-
tion of mankind would occur, and that design included the crucifixion of his son, 
his son's death and his son's resurrection.  That was the method that God designed, 
and it was done according to God's will and not mankinds, and it happened the way 
he had planned.  How often is it that when we ask God for things to happen the 
way we want them to happen or the way we want them to occur, do they actually 
happen the way for which they are requested.  When a person gets sick, the first 
thing that people do is pray for that person's  healing to take place, and it doesn't 
always happen.  We pray but every prayer we make and every request we make to 
God needs to have associated with it the fact that it is God's will that will be done 
and not ours.  When the disciples asked Jesus to teach them how to prayer, the 
Lord's Prayer, includes the phrase your will, meaning God's will, God's will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.  Jesus' prayer in the garden was to the father, that 
the father's will be done and not Jesus' will.  It needs to be said that way because it 
is God's will that is going to prevail and often our wills are not the same as God's 
and what we want to happen may not be the way that things happen.  It brings us to 
a realization that what we want is not what may be because God is in charge and 
when we realize that God is in charge we will allow his will to take over.  What 
occurred following Jesus' death was certainly not what the Romans or the Jewish 
authorities wanted to happen because what happened on that first Easter morning 



  
was not what was intended as they intend Jesus to be dead, buried and forgotten; 
but instead the news rang out that he is not dead, but he had risen from the dead!!  

The 2nd verse of the hymn "This is My Father's World," sums it up very well:   

This is my father's world, oh, le me ne'er forget  
That though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the Ruler yet,  
This is my father's world, the battle is not done,  
Jesus who died shall be satisfied and earth and heaven be one!  

God is the ruler still and things may not be the way they are supposed to be, but 
they will according to the will of God.   


