
  
February 4, 2007                 "KEEP ON TRYING"             Isaiah 6:1-8  

                                               Luke 5:1-11  

Fishing is a great sport, and I say a sport, but there are a large number of people for whom fish-
ing is a vocation.  They fish as a mean by which they are able to support themselves and there 
families.  If you've ever gone to the beach, you see people not only fishing for sport but it seems 
like some older people fish to supplement their income.  We saw it in Florida last summer, while 
fishing on a pier there were several older men, I'm sure retired, who were catching fish, and I am 
certain to sell to stores for bait and some were catching fish to sell to restaurants.  One man even 
had a wagon rigged up with a car battery, running water being pumped into this huge cooler and 
several young boys helping and they would catch minnows and put them into this cooler and 
with what he rigged up minnows would be kept alive so they could be sold for bait to bait shops 
and then sold to people fishing who wanted live bait.   

We've all seen people fishing or we have all gone fishing at one time or another, so for most peo-
ple fishing is a sport.  It's a sport, and now there is called catch and release.  You catch the fish 
and then you release it, some people find this to be a lot of fun, while others find it to be rather 
boring.  People find something boring about sitting on the side of a lake, a river or the ocean try-
ing to catch a fish swimming through the water.  It takes time and it takes patience and some 
people don't have enough of either to take part in fishing, and yet others can fish all day and not 
catch a thing or even have a nibble on the bait.   

Fishing was a means of income for Peter, and the sons of Zebedee, James and John, who were in 
partnership with him according to Luke.  This scenario has Jesus teaching along the lake of 
Gennesaret, and as the crowd pressed in on him, he saw a boat and got in and told Simon to push 
off a ways.  From the boat, Jesus was able to teach the crowd that had gathered on the shore to 
listen to him.  After finishing what he was saying, Jesus told Simon to go out to deeper water and 
drop the nets.  I'm sure that Simon was a little put out with what Jesus was saying as he tells him 
they had been out fishing all night and caught nothing.   But he did what Jesus suggested and 
went further out on the lake and dropped the nets.  What happened was that Simon and his crew 
caught so many fish that they had to signal the other boat, which held James and John, to come 
and help them haul in their catch.    

How easy it would have been for Simon to refuse what Jesus had said to do.   I'm sure that Peter 
could have given Jesus a couple more excuses for not pushing out further and dropping the nets.  
He did say, we fished all night, going out further is just going to waste our time.  He could have 
given a few more excuses.  The time of day is wrong; the fish are going deeper into the lake 
where we can't catch them, so why go out further.  He could have said something like our nets 
have holes in them and won't hold the fish.  Excuse making is the easiest thing for any one to do; 
when a person is instructed or is asked do something.  Or he could have just said to Jesus forget 
it, and gone back to shore with no excuses, no questions in response to what Jesus suggested, in 
other words, just quit trying and give up.  

What happened was that they caught more fish than expected so much so that they needed help, 
and then Jesus told them that from that point on they would be fishers of people.  Which was a 
greater challenge then they had in catching fish from the lake.  Imagine the challenge that they 
faced after the ascension and they were left without the presence of Jesus?  That is exactly why 
he instructed them to stay in the city until they had been clothed with the Spirit from on high for 



  
with the presence of the Spirit they would be able to do that which seemed to be impossible.  But 
even then it was not all peaches and cream.  

This was a time, in which the Romans were in charge, it was a united empire and thus enabled 
the spread of a faith, but not necessarily faith in Jesus Christ. Christianity actually seemed to be 
one of the least favored cults in the beginning and it had several rivals.  The Roman Empire 
sprang from city states, if you remember your history.  Each of these city states had and main-
tained their own gods, as the empire grew and did away with city states, Rome, itself, cultivated 
cults surrounding Roman gods.  Augustus, the emperor who brought peace to the Mediterranean 
region, was seen as the incarnation of divinity. Statues of him were created and religious celebra-
tions were celebrated in his honor and memory.  The Emperor created cults that followed after 
him as a god.  Then there were secret religions, with secret meeting, and celebrations, and their 
members were under oath not to reveal their rites and practices.  This is the challenge that faced 
the disciples, the new converts who went forth into the world.  Peter, James, John, Andrew, 
Stephen, Paul and all the others, never gave up spreading the word.  Jesus told them that if they 
went and were rejected in one city to shake the dust off and move on, basically he said to keep 
on trying.  They were persecuted, some were killed and put today because they refused to bow 
down and worship idols.  Stephen became the first martyr dying by stoning because he refused to 
give his faith in Jesus Christ. Their task was not easy, even though from what we read it seemed 
like a walk in the park to go into a place and start a new congregation, but it was far from a walk 
in the park.  

We need to use those early evangelists as our example as to what we should be doing.  If one 
method doesn't work, then it's time to try something new, something different.  It has become too 
easy to allow others to do that which we all should be doing and then sit back and watch what is 
happening.  If you go fishing, you put bait on your hook, and then you cast that hook with the 
bait out into the water and you wait.  Waiting maybe the hardest and some people who fish will 
wait a lot longer than others.  And if no fish are caught usually the one fishing will reel in the 
hook to see if the bait is there or not.  Sometimes a little of the bait is gone, sometimes all of it, 
and other times the bait is just the same as it was when it was cast out.  Either a person will 
throw it back in as is, or change the bait.  Some times the bait has to be changed all together with 
new bait and cast back or a new location selected.  But whatever is done, as soon as the one fish-
ing packs up and goes home, that one has given up, but when one changes the bait and casts back 
out, that one keeps on trying.  

To be fishers of people is the same way.  The bait that we have is the world of God, and that 
word will never change from one generation to another, but how that bait is presented and where 
that bait is presented may need to be changed and reevaluated.  It could be that the old way of 
presentation has to be given up and a new way undertaken. Like those who market products, 
sometimes one needs to change the way the product is presented to increase sales; but you leave 
the product the same.  Sometimes all it takes is to repackage a product and the product sales will 
pick up while under the old packaging sales were slipping. Possibly the location of presenting 
the Word of God needs to be changed. Doing things the same old, same old, sometimes has to be 
changed because people change.  What worked today, may not work tomorrow as the people 
who hear and listen change, their likes and dislikes change.  But sometimes no matter what is 
done, there is no response.  Like Peter and the early Christians, we are not going to catch every-
one, there will always be the one that gets away, but like Peter and the early Christians, we have 
to keep on trying, which means no matter how difficult it may seem and how much ground we 



  
seem to be losing, we can never give up in proclaiming the word of God.  We are fishers of peo-
ple, and we have to realize that we should not give up in attempting to present the Word of God  
to those who have never heard.  Like people who fish we need to make some alterations in the 
way we present the Word of God to the world, and in doing that, what we should never do is to 
give up, we should always keep on trying. 


