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“Do Not Be Afraid” / John 14:15-21 / 1 Peter 3:13-22  

When we think, or talk about God, what comes to mind? Many of us use the word “Father,” because 
that’s what Jesus did.  Sorry, guys, God is not a man.  When we us the term “father,” we are describing 
the parenthood of God, and emphasizes that, because of Christ, we are God’s children.   

What about other names, or metaphors for God?  I recall when I was in Seminary, I had a professor 
who quite often used the feminine pronoun to describe God. As it turned out, she became my favorite 
professor, because she taught me how to think.  So how else can we describe God?  How about:  

 

Love / Good Shepherd / Judge 

 

God is a father; we are his children 

 

God is a vineyard-keeper; we are the vineyard  

 

God is a potter; we are the clay   

We also can use feminine imagery for God.  For me, this became especially meaningful, because my 
father traveled a lot, and my mom essentially raised us.  Let’s look at some verses:  

 

Psalm 123:2: As the eyes of slaves look to the hand of their master, as the eyes of a maid look 
to the hand of her mistress, so our eyes look to the LORD our God, till he shows us his mercy. 

 

Isaiah 66:13: As a mother comforts her child, so will I comfort you; and you will be comforted 
over Jerusalem." 

 

Matthew 23:37: "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to 
you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under 
her wings…   

And of course, we have some rather silly names for God, such as the man upstairs, CEO, or 
clockmaker.  My favorite is God is my co-pilot, which although quite popular, means that I am in the 
pilot seat!    

How about Advocate?  How about, “someone who will walk alongside?” How about “Spirit of Truth?”  
Instead of going to the internet to get ideas for what to call God, maybe we should to look to God 
himself, to see what Jesus has to say.  Let’s look to our passage from today.    

We are in John 14, which scholars call The Final Discourse.  It runs through chapter 17.  As a 
reminder, we are at Thursday night, and Jesus and the Disciples are at what we now call the Last 
Supper.  Jesus is about to experience his final hours – his arrest, unfair trial, beating, execution – and 
worst of all, his being forsaken by God.  Imagine the sense of foreboding that must have enveloped the 
disciples! But all this must take place, and then Jesus must go away – why?  Look at verse 16: So Jesus 
can ask the Father, and he will send the Holy Spirit, another Advocate, to be with us forever.    

So – Jesus’ return to the Father makes possible his intercession for us.  How do we know this?  Again, 
look at verse 16: “And I will ask the Father…”  This is Christ, interceding for us!  This is much more 
than someone saying, “Have a nice day” or “I am praying for you.”   I often wonder if folks on TV are 
really going to pray for someone – do you suppose Matt Lauer has a prayer life?  But we know that if 
Jesus says that to us, he will do it!     

So, Jesus goes to the Father, and he asks God, and God sends the Holy Spirit to us – God sends 
another Advocate.  “Another” in the Greek (allon) means another of the same kind, not of a different 
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kind.  We can also look to see how various translations call the Holy Spirit.  In the Greek, the word is 
parakletos – someone who is called in; someone who walks alongside.  Our NRSV has advocate – this 
reflects it well.  The RSV translates it comforter.   This does not quite cover it.  On the other hand, the 
original use of comforter was correct.  It comes from the Latin fortis, meaning brave.    

Verse 17: This is the Spirit of Truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor 
knows him.  You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you.    

Why can’t the world receive the Spirit?  Because he hasn’t been given to the world! One important 
note here – did you notice I used the word HE?  I am going to try to make it through the entire sermon 
without calling the third person of the Trinity “it.”  Jesus also calls the Spirit the Spirit of Truth – 
whoever listens to him will be guided into the truth!    

We need to recall the important distinction between the Old Testament activity of the Holy Spirit and 
the post-Pentecostal activity of the Spirit.  In the Old Testament, the Spirit would come and go.  He 
would fall upon someone, and then he might leave after a while.  He was still there, but after Pentecost, 
which we will celebrate in two weeks, the Spirit of God is in us!  The individual indwelling of the 
Spirit is the specific privilege of the Christian believer.   

Verse 18: I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you.  “I will not leave you orphaned” – the 
Greek is orphanos! It means to be without a father.  Most scholars believe Jesus is referring to his 
return in a few days, after the resurrection, not his coming at the end of the age.  Remember, we are 
reading pre-resurrection.  He is coming back!    

Verse 19: I will be alive, and you also will live.   This means they will be spiritually alive.    

Verse 20: On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you.  As many of 
us know, “In that day” is an eschatological term.  The word eschatological comes from eschaton, 
which means, “the study of the end times.”  I am certain that, if you have been in a Sunday school class 
here for the last several years, you have come across that word.  In this verse, Jesus is not only 
referring to the Easter appearances, but he also is referring to the foretaste of the new era of the reign 
of God.   

This verse also gives us a glimpse of the idea of the Trinity.  As you may know, the word Trinity does 
not appear in the Bible, but the Church spent almost 400 years looking at Scripture, discerning the true 
nature of the Triune God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.    

Verse 21: They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who 
love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.  Again, this type of 
love is not easy (keeping Jesus’ commandments), but Jesus does not leave us on our own!  He sends 
someone to walk alongside us! Keeping Jesus’ commandments is the condition of enjoying the 
Father’s love and abiding presence of the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit.  There are great benefits for 
us who obey his commands, showing our love for him. Jesus said that the Father would love the 
obedient disciple (is that us?), Jesus himself would love that person, and Jesus would make himself 
known to that person.    

So, these words make us feel pretty good, don’t they? Why don’t we just finish there? Are we calm 
now, since God is with us?  In us?  Are we full of confidence and spirit?  Do we feel the power?  
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Or are we afraid sometimes? What if things don’t go our way?  What if life doesn’t exactly turn out the 
way we wanted it to? Do we ever suffer for our faith?  Have we ever suffered, just in general?  Let’s 
look to our second reading for today, where Peter's major emphasis is on Christian conduct under 
persecution.    

Verse 13: Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? If Christians have the zeal for 
good, who will do them harm?  Many of us will recall the rhetorical question posed by Paul in 
Romans 8:31: “If God is for us, who can be against us?”   

Verse 14-15a: But even if you do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they 
fear, and do not be intimidated, 15 but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord…Peter reminds us 
suffering is a possibility, not a certainty.  Elsewhere in Scripture, we see the word when but here, he 
uses if.  There is a distinct likelihood that we will suffer at one time or another.     

Verse 15a: but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord… This phrase is so easy for us, because, we 
know that Jesus is God.  But remember that the readers of Peter’s letter were Jews, monotheists!  Yet 
they still were able to call Christ God!  This is a big step for any former Jew…   

Verse 15b-16: Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting 
for the hope that is in you; 16 yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so 
that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to 
shame.  Some day, my friends, we may be called upon to give an accounting, an explanation of the 
hope we possess, in spite of worldly odds against us!  I knew a lady who was 93 years old, and she was 
ready to meet Jesus.  Then one day, she broke her pelvis.  She was miserable!  We prayed that God 
would either heal her, or call her home.  Well, it was another 18 months before she crossed over into 
glory.  Yet the entire time, she remained hopeful in the Lord.    

Many of us can come up with examples of people we have known who have hope in the face of 
amazing obstacles – Christian hope! I can promise you, before I leave here, I will encounter many 
instances of Christian hope.  Believe me, you are a wonderful source of hope and witness for your 
pastor.  One of the distinguishing marks of Christians is their possession of hope (elpidos). Christian 
hope is so real and distinctive that non-Christians are puzzled about it and ask for a "reason" (logos, 
"account").  We need to be ready for such a demand.  And if we are asked to explain our hope, our 
behavior, we must respond with gentleness and reverence.    

Verse 16: “When you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put 
to shame.”  This is a friendly reminder from Scripture.  As much as we would like to do so, it is not we 
who put them to shame, it is God.    

Verse 17: For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God's will, than to suffer for 
doing evil.  If we’re going to suffer, better for doing good than evil! If we do evil, suffering is payback.  
But if we do good and still suffer, there is no disgrace, and our conscience is clear before God – we 
have confidence that our suffering was not caused by sin.    

Notice the passage, If suffering should be God’s will – although we don’t often see it, there must be a 
providential reason – perhaps to prick the conscience of some and bring them to salvation. Or suffering 
may be a necessary prelude to glorification.  Obviously, we don’t have enough time this morning to 



Sermon full text 04/27/08 
Page 4 of 5 

discuss this important topic.  There is another sermon out there regarding suffering – maybe we can 
touch on that someday   

Verse 18a: For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to 
bring you to God. Let’s repeat these important words: Once for all / for the unrighteous (that’s us, 
folks!) / in order to bring us to God!  He brings us to God!  We don’t “go” to God or anything like that  

Verses 18b-20: He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19 in which also he went 
and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison,20 who in former times did not obey, when God waited 
patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, 
were saved through water.    

In verse 18, “flesh” refers to Christ in his human sphere of life and “spirit” refers to Christ in his 
resurrected sphere of life.  In verse 19, Peter writes about what happened between Jesus’ death and 
resurrection.  He tells us that Christ descended into Hades.  Needless to say, this is a most difficult 
passage – we of course recite this in the Apostle’s Creed – he descended into hell.  

For one thing, the Greek is not hell, but Hades, as Peter writes.  In the Jewish tradition, Hades is the 
dark shadowy place a person goes to after death.  Further, the content of the proclamation is not stated. 
The verb kerysso means "to proclaim" or "to announce." It’s important to note that the verb is not 
euangelizo ("to proclaim good news").  Most scholars believe Christ does not announce the gospel or 
Good News to the fallen angels.  Many scholars believe the announcement is of his victory and of the 
angels doom that has come through his death on the cross and his resurrection.  

To sum up, the thought of vv. 18-19 may be paraphrased as follows: “He was put to death in the 
human sphere of existence but was made alive in the resurrection sphere of existence, and in this state 
of existence, he made a proclamation of his victory to the fallen angels.”   

In verse 20, the fallen angels (spirits) are identified as those who were disobedient at the time of Noah. 
The ark that saved a few through water portrays the salvation now available in Christ.  

Verses 21-22: And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you – not as a removal of dirt from the 
body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,  22 who 
has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made 
subject to him.  This is a difficult passage.  One important thing we need to remember here is that, at 
this point in the early church history, we are speaking of adult baptism.  In every case, these were new 
Christians, who had just professed Christ as Savior and Lord, who were then baptized.    

Today, in the Presbyterian Church, we not only baptize adults, but infants as well.  In any case, we 
believe that baptism is a sign of the ingrafting of the person into the family of believers.  Baptism does 
not save us.  It is a symbol, albeit an important one.    

As he writes, Peter moves very quickly from his remarks about Noah and his family being “saved 
through water” to his thoughts of new Christians, being baptized and saved through water.  This brings 
us to the science of types and antitypes, with which I am not very familiar. Anyone ever hear of types 
and antitypes?  We spoke of this last Thursday in our Bible study!  An example suggested by William 
Barclay is a seal (the type), and the impression of the seal (the antitype.)  Obviously, they are 
connected.  
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The events in the Old Testament are the types, or the seals, and the events in the New Testament are 
the antitypes, and the impressions.  The two events correspond to each other.  Examples of types are 
the Passover Lamb and the scapegoat, who bore the sins of the people – they are types of Jesus.  The 
work of the high priest making sacrifice for the sins of the people is a type of Jesus saving work (this is 
beautifully illustrated in the Letter to the Hebrews.)  In this passage, Peter sees the bringing of Noah 
and his family through the waters as a type of baptism; it is a corresponding, a symbolic picture of 
baptism.    

Again, we are talking here of the adult baptism of new Christians.  But we can make three points: 
1. Baptism is not merely a physical cleansing – it is a spiritual cleansing of the whole heart and 

soul and life.   
2. In verse 21, Peter calls baptism an appeal to God for a good conscience.  In the Greek, it means 

to accept the terms and conditions of a contract. 
a. Whenever I have the honor of celebrating a baptism, I always have a conversation with 

the person, or with the parents of the child.  I emphasize that the person, or the parent is 
making a vow – I take my ordination vows very seriously, and when we are celebrating 
a Sacrament, it’s a big deal!  When you take a vow, you need to keep the vow!  

b. We use the work sacrament, which comes from the Latin, sacramentum, which means a 
soldier’s oath of loyalty upon entering the army.   

3. Most important, the whole idea and effectiveness of baptism is dependant upon the resurrection 
of Christ.    

The final words for today, verse 22: who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with 
angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.  

Gee, that’s where we started this morning, didn’t we? Jesus has gone into heaven, and is at the right 
hand of God, and everything is under his authority!  When we recite the Apostle’s Creed, we state that 
Jesus is at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  The Holy Spirit, the third person of the Trinity, 
is in us, our Advocate.  Through good times and bad, we can count on him to be with us, even when 
we suffer, and according to Peter, we will suffer!    

Let us not be afraid…   


